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BJP Rebuts Rahul Gandhi’s Maha-
rashtra Rigging Allegations, Citing
Election Commission Clarification

New Delhi, 7 June : In a
heated political exchange, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has strongly refuted Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's allega-
tions of electoral malpractice
during the 2024 Maharashtra
Assembly elections. BJP's IT
cell head, Amit Malviya, dis-
missed Gandhi's claims as
"straight out of George Soros’
playbook," accusing him of at-

had been provided with copies
of the draft rolls and had par-
ticipated in the revision
process. Despite the ECI's
clarification, Gandhi contin-
ued to express skepticism
about the electoral process. He
questioned the plausibility of
65 lakh voters casting their
ballots between 5:30 PM and
7:30 PM on election day, sug-
gesting that such a surge was

unverified claims" during the
Maharashtra election cam-
paign. They argue that his
statements, such as alleging
that Apple's iPhones and Boe-
ing's airplanes are being man-
ufactured in other states at
Maharashtra's expense, are
false and inciteful. The BJP
contends that such rhetoric vi-
olates the Model Code of
Conduct and seeks to create

tempting to erode public
trust in democratic insti-
tutions. Rahul Gandhi,
serving as the Leader of
the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, has persist-
ently questioned the in-
tegrity of the
Maharashtra elections.
He alleged that the elec-
toral process was com-
promised, pointing to a
significant increase in voter
numbers between the 2019
Assembly elections and the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
Gandhi claimed that 39 lakh
new voters were added to the
rolls, a figure he equated to the
population of a state like Hi-
machal Pradesh. He argued
that this surge predominantly
benefited the BJP, as opposi-
tion parties maintained their
vote shares while the BJP se-
cured a disproportionate num-
ber of seats. In response, the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) clarified that the addi-
tions to the voter list were
consistent with the usual 2%
population growth, with a sig-
nificant portion of new voters
being from the 18-19 age
group. The ECI emphasized
that the voter list revisions
were conducted transparently
and in accordance with estab-
lished procedures. They also
noted that the Congress party

physically impossible. Gandhi
also criticized the ECI for al-
legedly refusing to provide
videographic evidence of the
polling process and for chang-
ing laws that now prevent par-
ties from requesting such
footage. BJP leaders have con-
demned Gandhi's remarks, ac-
cusing him of undermining the
credibility of India's demo-
cratic institutions. Union Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan
criticized Gandhi for making
such statements while abroad,
suggesting that he harbors dis-
dain for India's democratic
systems. BJP  national
spokesperson Sambit Patra la-
beled Gandhi a "traitor" and
accused him of venting frus-
tration over Enforcement Di-
rectorate actions in the
National Herald case by at-
tacking the ECI. The BJP has
also formally requested the
Election Commission to cen-
sure Gandhi for his "totally

division among states.
The ongoing dispute
between the BJP and
Congress over the in-
tegrity of the Maha-
rashtra clections
underscores the deep-
ening political polar-
ization in India. As
both parties prepare
for upcoming elec-
tions, including in
Bihar, the debate over elec-
toral transparency and the role
of institutions like the ECI is
likely to remain a contentious
issue.

While the BJP stands by the
ECI's conduct and the legiti-
macy of the Maharashtra elec-
tion results, the Congress
continues to demand greater
transparency and accountabil-
ity. This clash reflects broader
concerns about the health of
India's democratic processes
and the trust citizens place in
their electoral institutions. As
the  political  landscape
evolves, the importance of
maintaining public confi-
dence in the electoral system
cannot be overstated. Ensur-
ing transparency, addressing
legitimate concerns, and up-
holding the integrity of dem-
ocratic  institutions  are
essential for the continued
strength and stability of
India's democracy.

TMC MP’s Son to File Defamation Suit Against BJP
Leaders Over Alleged Slander in Mamata Banerjee Biog-

Kolkata, June 7: A fresh political storm is brew-
ing in West Bengal as Baidyanath Ghosh Dasti-
dar, son of senior Trinamool Congress (TMC)
MP Dr. Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, announced
plans to file a defamation lawsuit against
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Koustav
Bagchi and several other BJP figures. The move
comes in response to what he describes as a co-
ordinated campaign of personal slander against
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, based on con-
troversial claims made in a recently circulated
biography. The controversy centers on a book
authored by the late Dipak Ghosh, a former bu-

reaucrat and one-time associate of Mamata
Banerjee. The book, which has not been offi-
cially banned, allegedly contains unverified and
derogatory claims about the Chief Minister’s
personal life. Koustav Bagchi, a lawyer and for-
mer Congress spokesperson who joined the BJP
in 2024, publicly cited excerpts from the book
during a press conference, framing them as rev-
clations about Banerjee’s past. Bagchi’s re-
marks, amplified through social media, sparked
outrage within the TMC. The party accused him
of orchestrating a smear campaign aimed at tar-
nishing the Chief Minister’s reputation.

World Bank Report

India Achieves Remarkable
Reduction in Extreme Poverty

New Delhi, 7 June : India has
made significant strides in
poverty alleviation, as high-
lighted by the World Bank's
latest report. The data reveals
a substantial decline in ex-
treme poverty rates, show-
casing the country's progress
in improving the living stan-
dards of its population. Ac-
cording to the World Bank's
"Poverty and Equity Brief,"
extreme poverty in India has
decreased from 27.1% in
2011-12 to 5.3% in 2022-23.
This translates to approxi-
mately 269 million people
rising above the extreme
poverty line over the past
decade. The reduction is even
more pronounced in rural
areas, where extreme poverty
fell from 18.4% to 2.8%, and
in urban areas, from 10.7% to
1.1%. The report also high-
lights a significant decrease
in poverty when measured
against the lower-middle-in-
come country (LMIC)
threshold of \$3.65 per day.
Under this metric, poverty
rates dropped from 61.8% to
28.1%, lifting 378 million
people out of poverty. Rural
poverty under this measure
declined from 69% to 32.5%,
while urban poverty de-

creased from 43.5% to
17.2%. Five populous
states—Uttar Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Bihar, West Bengal,
and Madhya Pradesh—
played a pivotal role in this
achievement. These states,
which accounted for 65% of
India's extreme poor in 2011-
12, contributed to two-thirds
of the overall decline by
2022-23.  Despite  this
progress, they still represent
54% of those living in ex-
treme poverty. The World
Bank's ~ Multidimensional
Poverty Index (MPI), which
considers factors beyond in-
come, such as education and
living standards, also shows
improvement. India's MPI
dropped from 53.8% in 2005-
06 to 16.4% in 2019-21, and
further to 15.5% in 2022-23,
indicating enhanced overall
well-being. Income inequal-
ity has seen a modest reduc-
tion, with the
consumption-based Gini
index improving from 28.8 in
2011-12 to 25.5 in 2022-23.
However, disparities remain,
as the top 10% of earners
have median incomes 13
times higher than the bottom
10%. Employment trends
have been positive, with

growth outpacing the work-
ing-age population since
2021-22. Female employ-
ment rates are rising, and

urban unemployment fell to
6.6% in the first quarter of
FY24/25, the lowest since

2017-18. Notably, there's
been a shift of male workers
from rural to urban areas,
while rural female employ-
ment in agriculture has in-
creased. Government
initiatives have been instru-
mental in this progress. The
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY),

launched during the COVID-
19 pandemic, provided free
food grains to over 800 mil-
lion beneficiaries, preventing

a rise in extreme poverty dur-
ing challenging times. The
scheme has been extended
until December 2028, ensur-
ing continued support for
vulnerable populations. De-
spite these achievements,
challenges persist. Income
inequality remains a con-
cern, and a significant por-
tion of the population still
lives below the poverty line.
Continued efforts are neces-

sary to sustain and build
upon the progress made, en-
suring inclusive growth and
improved living standards

for all citizens. In summary,
India's substantial reduction
in extreme poverty over the
past decade reflects effec-
tive policy implementation
and economic  growth.
While celebrating these
milestones, the focus must
remain on addressing re-
maining disparities and fos-
tering equitable
development across the na-
tion.

Internal Turmoil Derails Suvendu Adhikari’s
Bhowanipore Challenge as South Kolkata BJP

Kolkata, June 7: Suvendu Adhikari,
the Leader of Opposition in the West
Bengal Legislative Assembly, finds his
much-publicised challenge to Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee in the
Bhowanipore constituency under seri-
ous strain as factionalism within the
South Kolkata BJP reaches a new
peak. With political tensions simmer-
ing and organizational fractures deep-
ening, what was intended to be a bold
political maneuver has now turned into
a tale of disunity and internal rebel-
lion. The BJP had initially planned to
take the political battle deep into Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s strong-
hold of Bhowanipore, with Suvendu
Adhikari at the forefront of the cam-

paign. Known for his aggressive pos-
ture against the Trinamool Congress
and his significant role in the 2021 As-
sembly election, Adhikari had issued a
direct challenge to Mamata Banerjee,
vowing to shift the tide even in con-
stituencies traditionally considered
TMC bastions. However, as the inter-
nal cracks within the party’s Kolkata
unit widen, the momentum of that
challenge has been considerably
blunted. Sources within the BJP's
South Kolkata unit have revealed that
sharp differences have erupted be-
tween various factions within the local
leadership. These rivalries, many
rooted in long-standing personal griev-
ances and ideological differences,

have reportedly disrupted coordination  nal
and undermined the unity that the
party had hoped to project. Senior
functionaries are said to be at odds
over campaign strategy, candidate po-
sitioning, and overall messaging. This
disarray has not only affected morale
among grassroots workers but also
raised concerns about the party’s cred-
ibility in the constituency. The discon-
tent is not limited to rank-and-file
members. Some prominent leaders
have reportedly refused to actively
participate in Adhikari’s Bhowanipore
campaign, citing a lack of consultation
and disregard for local leadership by
the state BJP high command. The ab-
sence of cohesive planning and inter-

communication has
starkly evident in recent public events,
where contradictory statements and
visible disorganisation have overshad-
owed the party’s attempts to engage
with voters. A rally held last week in
the heart of Bhowanipore, expected to
be a show of strength for the BJP, was
instead marked by low turnout and the
conspicuous absence of several key
local leaders. According to insiders,
internal calls to boycott the event were
circulated after disputes broke out over
who would share the dais with Su-
vendu Adhikari. The fallout of such
friction was palpable, with the event
failing to generate the buzz the party
had hoped for.
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India's Inclusion in G7 Summit Highlights Grow-
ing Global Influence Amid Diplomatic Challenges

New Delhi, 7 June : In a sig-
nificant development under-
scoring India's rising global
stature, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has ac-
cepted an invitation to at-
tend the upcoming G7
Summit in Kananaskis, Al-
berta, Canada. This invita-
tion, extended by Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney, comes after a concerted
push from the other six
member nations of the G7 to
include India in the high-
level discussions. Vina Nad-
jibulla, Vice President of the
Asia Pacific Foundation of
Canada, revealed that there
was a "strong push from
other G6 countries to have
India at the table," empha-
sizing the collective recogni-
tion of India's pivotal role in
global affairs. Carney, ad-
dressing questions about the
decision, stated that it
"made sense" to include
India, given its status as the

world's fifth-largest econ-
omy. The G7, comprising
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, the United
Kingdom, and the United
States, serves as a forum for
discussing and coordinating
solutions to major global is-
sues, including trade, secu-
rity, economics, and climate
change. India's participation
in the summit reflects its
growing importance in these
areas and its emergence as a
key player on the interna-
tional stage. Prime Minister
Modi's acceptance of the in-
vitation follows a direct
phone call from Prime Min-
ister Carney, during which
the two leaders discussed the
significance of India's in-
volvement in the summit.
Modi expressed his enthusi-
asm about the opportunity,
stating that he looks for-
ward to engaging with
global leaders on pressing is-
sues. However, the invitation

has not been without contro-
versy. The World Sikh Or-
ganization (WSO) of
Canada has strongly con-
demned Prime Minister
Carney's decision to invite
Modi, describing it as a be-

trayal of Canadian values
and a dismissal of the Sikh
community's concerns. The
WSO's criticism is rooted in
ongoing tensions surround-
ing the assassination of
Canadian Sikh leader Hard-
eep Singh Nijjar, an incident
that has strained diplomatic
relations between India and

Canada. Despite these ten-
sions, both leaders have
shown a willingness to en-
gage in dialogue. During the
G7 Summit, Prime Minister
Modi and Prime Minister
Carney are expected to have
bilateral discus-
| sions aimed at
addressing the
issues affecting
their countries'
i relationship.
These talks are
anticipated to
focus on areas of
mutual interest
and concern, in-
cluding trade,
security, and the presence of
extremist elements.India's
inclusion in the G7 Summit
also reflects broader geopo-
litical shifts and the need to
incorporate emerging
economies into global gover-
nance dialogues. As the
world grapples with com-
plex challenges such as cli-

mate change, economic in-
stability, and geopolitical
tensions, the participation of
influential nations like India
becomes increasingly vital.
Furthermore, India's en-
gagement with the G7 aligns
with its foreign policy objec-
tives of strengthening ties
with Western nations while
maintaining its leadership
role among developing
countries. By participating
in the summit, India has the
opportunity to advocate for
the interests of the Global
South and contribute to
shaping a more inclusive
and equitable international
order. The upcoming G7
Summit in Canada thus
serves as a platform for
India to assert its global
presence, engage in mean-
ingful dialogue with other
major economies, and ad-
dress bilateral issues with
Canada. As the summit ap-
proaches, the international

community will be closely
watching the interactions
between Prime Minister
Modi and other world lead-
ers, anticipating the out-
comes of their discussions
and the potential for
strengthened cooperation on
global challenges. India's
participation in the G7 Sum-
mit marks a significant mile-
stone in its journey toward
greater global influence.
While diplomatic challenges
persist, the willingness of
both India and Canada to
engage in dialogue demon-
strates a commitment to re-
solving differences and
working collaboratively on
issues of mutual concern. As
the world navigates an in-
creasingly complex geopolit-
ical landscape, the inclusion
of emerging powers like
India in forums like the G7
is essential for fostering
comprehensive and effective
solutions to global problems.

Calcutta High Court Issues
Contempt Rule Against TMC
Spokesperson Kunal Ghosh

Kolkata, June 7, 2025 — The Calcutta High Court has issued a
contempt rule against Trinamool Congress (TMC) spokesperson
and state general secretary Kunal Ghosh, along with seven oth-
ers, for failing to submit affidavits concerning an alleged inci-
dent of lawyer heckling near the court premises on April 25. The
court has directed all alleged contemnors to appear in person
and respond to the contempt notice by June 16. A special three-
judge bench comprising Justices Arijit Banerjee, Sabyasachi
Bhattacharyya, and Rajarshi Bharadwaj took suo motu cog-
nizance of the incident and had earlier, on May 2, ordered the
individuals involved to file affidavits detailing their accounts.
However, none of the parties complied with this directive,
prompting the bench to issue the contempt rule. The incident in
question involved the alleged heckling of lawyers near the Cal-
cutta High Court premises, specifically at the junction of Kiran
Shankar Roy Road and Old Police Office Street. In response,
the Kolkata Police Commissioner submitted a report outlining
the steps taken, including the identification of 16 individuals in-
volved and the enhancement of police presence in the area. The
court has also instructed the Commissioner to preserve CCTV
footage of the incident and conduct a thorough investigation to
identify all responsible parties. During the proceedings, Ghosh's
counsel requested a short extension to file the affidavit, citing a
late review of the police report to accurately reflect Ghosh's non-
involvement. However, the court declined the request, empha-
sizing the seriousness of the matter and insisting that all alleged
contemnors must respond to the contempt rule. In a statement
to reporters, Ghosh clarified that the contempt rule against him
was due to the non-submission of the affidavit.
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Kolkata Businessman Files Police TMC’s Kunal Ghosh Slams Modi
Complaint After Receiving Ran-
som Demand and Threat Letter

A prominent businessman from
Kolkata lodged a formal com-
plaint at the local police station,
alleging that he had received a
ransom demand accompanied by
a threatening letter. This unsettling
development has prompted the
police to launch a thorough inves-
tigation into the matter as the busi-
nessman seeks protection and
justice. The complaint, filed late
last week, detailed how the busi-
nessman discovered the threaten-
ing correspondence at his
residence. According to his state-
ment, the letter contained explicit
demands for a substantial sum of
money in exchange for his safety
and the safety of his family mem-
bers. The letter also included
veiled threats, warning of dire
consequences if the ransom was
not paid within a stipulated time-
frame. The businessman, whose
identity has been withheld for se-
curity reasons, expressed deep
shock and anxiety over the inci-
dent. Known for his significant
contributions to Kolkata’s com-
mercial landscape, he described
the experience as “harrowing” and
underscored the urgent need for
swift action from law enforcement
agencies. “Receiving such a letter
shakes you to your core,” he told
reporters. “It is not just an attack
on me but on the sense of security
that every citizen deserves.”

Authorities responded promptly
after the complaint was lodged.
The police have begun collecting

forensic evidence from the letter
and the surrounding area, includ-
ing fingerprint analysis and exam-
ination of any potential DNA
traces. Surveillance footage from
the vicinity is also being reviewed
to identify any suspicious activity
that may shed light on the sender’s

sonnel have been deployed to pro-
vide round-the-clock protection,
reflecting the gravity of the threat
and the commitment to safeguard-
ing citizens from criminal intimi-
dation. This incident has sparked
a broader discussion within
Kolkata’s business community re-

identity. Senior police officials
have assured the public that every
effort is being made to apprehend
those responsible. “We take this
threat very seriously,” stated a po-
lice spokesperson. “Our team is
working around the clock to trace
the origin of the letter and ensure
the safety of the complainant.
Such criminal intimidation will
Security
arrangements around the busi-
nessman’s residence and places of
work have been intensified fol-
lowing the complaint. Police per-

not be tolerated.”

garding the rising risks faced by
entrepreneurs. Many expressed
solidarity with the businessman
and called for enhanced security
measures and support mecha-
nisms to protect individuals from
similar threats. Business associa-
tions have urged authorities to im-
plement proactive steps to prevent
such incidents and ensure a safe
environment for commerce. Ex-
perts on criminal psychology note
that ransom and threat letters are
often used as tactics to intimidate
and coerce individuals into com-

pliance. They highlight the impor-
tance of not succumbing to such
demands and promptly involving
law enforcement, as demonstrated
in this case. “Immediate reporting
and cooperation with police are
critical to preventing escalation
and bringing perpetrators to jus-
tice,” a specialist commented. The
police investigation is expected to
delve into possible motives, in-
cluding extortion, rivalry, or per-
sonal vendettas, to establish the
context behind the threat. Investi-
gators are also exploring connec-
tions to any known criminal
networks operating in the area.
Community leaders have called
for calm and vigilance, advising
citizens to report any suspicious
activity or communications
promptly. They emphasized that
collective awareness and cooper-
ation with authorities are key to
tackling such threats effectively.
The receipt of a ransom demand
and threat letter by a Kolkata busi-
nessman has triggered a serious
law enforcement response and
highlighted concerns over safety
within the business community.
The ongoing police probe aims to
uncover the perpetrators and bring
them to justice, ensuring that
criminal intimidation is met with
a firm and decisive response. This
case underscores the importance
of vigilance, timely reporting, and
the collective responsibility of so-
ciety and authorities in protecting
citizens from such threats.

Qualified Teacher Raises Concerns as_
School Service Commission Fails to Provide
Assurance Despite Hearing Complaints

A qualified teacher has expressed
frustration and disappointment
after the School Service Commis-
sion (SSC) failed to provide any
concrete assurance or resolution
despite hearing her complaints re-
garding recruitment irregularities.
This incident has once again
brought to light ongoing concerns
about transparency and fairness in
the teacher recruitment process
administered by the commission.
The teacher, who holds the neces-
sary academic and professional
credentials required for a teaching
position, had approached the com-
mission with serious grievances.
According to her, despite fulfilling
all eligibility criteria, she has been
facing unexplained delays and
roadblocks in the
process. She claimed that several
deserving candidates, including
herself, are being overlooked,
raising questions about the in-
tegrity of the recruitment proce-
dures. During a formal hearing
convened by the commission, the
teacher presented her case with
detailed documentation, highlight-
ing discrepancies and procedural
lapses. She sought clear assur-
ances on when the recruitment
process would be expedited and
whether the concerns of qualified
candidates would be addressed
fairly. However, sources close to
the meeting revealed that the com-
mission’s response was vague and
non-committal, offering no defi-
nite timelines or remedial
steps.The lack of concrete an-
swers has
among the teaching community
and candidates awaiting appoint-
ments. Many have taken to social
media and other public platforms

selection

fueled discontent

to voice their concerns, demand-
ing accountability and trans-
parency from the commission.
Educators argue that delays and
uncertainty not only affect their
career prospects but also impact
the quality of education delivered
to students due to staff shortages.
An education sector analyst com-
mented, “Teacher recruitment is a
critical process that shapes the fu-
ture of education. When qualified

some officials within the commis-
sion have acknowledged the chal-
lenges but emphasized that efforts
are underway to streamline the
process. “We are aware of the
concerns and are working to ad-
dress them,” a commission repre-
sentative stated anonymously.
“However, recruitment involves
multiple stages, verifications, and
approvals, which sometimes
cause unavoidable delays.” Mean-

individuals face such hurdles
without clear communication or
resolution, it undermines trust in
the system. Authorities must en-
sure that recruitment is conducted
fairly, transparently, and effi-
ciently.” The
Commission, responsible for re-
cruiting teachers and other staff
for schools under its jurisdiction,
has faced criticism in the past over
similar issues. Complaints about
delayed appointment letters, lack
of clear communication, and al-
leged favoritism have frequently
surfaced. While the commission
has often cited procedural com-
plexities and workload as reasons
for delays, the current episode has
intensified demands for reform. In
response to the latest controversy,

School Service

while, advocacy groups represent-
ing teachers and education
professionals are calling for a
more transparent framework.
They urge the government to es-
tablish independent monitoring
mechanisms to oversee recruit-
ment, ensuring merit-based selec-
tions free from undue influence.
“Transparency and accountability
must be the cornerstones of re-
cruitment,” said a spokesperson
from one such group. “Candidates
deserve clarity and fairness, not
uncertainty and delays.” The frus-
tration expressed by the qualified
teacher is emblematic of a wider
problem affecting numerous can-
didates across various regions.
The recruitment impasse not only
stalls the careers of individual

teachers but also hampers the ed-
ucation sector’s ability to fill va-
cancies critical to maintaining
academic standards. Parents and
students have also expressed con-
cern about the implications of de-
layed teacher appointments on
classroom learning. Without suffi-
cient qualified teachers, schools
struggle to maintain quality edu-
cation, potentially affecting stu-
dent and broader
educational goals. The govern-
ment’s education department is re-
portedly monitoring the situation
closely. Officials suggest that a re-
view of the recruitment proce-
dures might be on the horizon,
aiming to introduce reforms that
reduce delays and improve trans-
parency. However, concrete plans
or announcements are yet to be
made public. In the meantime, the
affected teacher and many like her
await a decisive response from the
School Service Commission.
Their plea is simple but urgent:
fair treatment, clear communica-
tion, and timely recruitment to
begin their professional journey
without further hindrance. This in-
cident serves as a reminder of the
crucial need for robust gover-
nance in public service recruit-
ment processes, particularly in
sectors as vital as education. En-
suring that qualified teachers re-
ceive their rightful opportunities
promptly is essential not only for
their personal careers but also for
nurturing the future generations of
students. The School Service
Commission’s failure to provide
assurance to a qualified teacher
despite hearing her complaints
highlights ongoing challenges in
the teacher recruitment system.
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Government for Advertisement
Published in CPM Mouthpiece

Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Kunal Ghosh has strongly
criticized the Modi-led central
government over its recent deci-
sion to publish a government ad-
vertisement in the mouthpiece of
the Communist Party of India
(Marxist), commonly known as
CPM. This move has triggered
sharp reactions and in-
tense debate, reflecting
the complex and often
contentious political
landscape in the state.
The advertisement in
question was released
in the CPM’s official
publication, which tra-
ditionally serves as a
platform for the party’s reerrr
ideological discourse
and communication
with its cadre and sup-
porters. The appear-
ance of a
government-sponsored
advertisement within
such a channel is un-
precedented and has
raised eyebrows
among political observers and
rival parties alike. Kunal Ghosh,
a senior spokesperson and influ-
ential figure within the TMC, did
not hold back his criticism. He
accused the central government
of attempting to manipulate po-
litical narratives and accused
them of inconsistent political
messaging. “It is astonishing and
perplexing that the Modi govern-
ment chooses to promote its
schemes and policies through a
CPM mouthpiece, a party that
has historically opposed the BJP
and its ideology,” Ghosh stated
in a fiery press briefing. Accord-
ing to Ghosh, this act reveals a
level of opportunism and confu-
sion within the ruling establish-
ment at the Centre. He suggested
that the government is trying to
capitalize on every available

platform regardless of ideologi-
cal differences or political al-
liances.
undermine the credibility of the
government and show a lack of
clear political strategy,” he
added. The advertisement itself,
which highlights certain devel-
opmental initiatives undertaken

“Such contradictions
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by the Modi government, was
seen by some as an attempt to
reach out to a wider audience, in-
cluding left-leaning sections of
the population who traditionally
support the CPM. The govern-
ment’s rationale, according to
sources, is to maximize visibility
and engagement for its schemes
without being limited by partisan
divides. However, the move has
backfired politically, at least
from the perspective of the
TMC. Ghosh emphasized that
the TMC views this as a ploy to
confuse the public and dilute the
opposition’s voice in West Ben-
gal, especially at a time when po-
litical remain high
ahead of upcoming elections. “It
is a tactic to create divisions
among opposition forces, weak-
ening them through mixed mes-

tensions

saging,” he remarked.

The CPM, for its part, has main-
tained a cautious stance. While
not officially endorsing or reject-
ing the advertisement, party lead-
ers have pointed out that
government advertisements in
party publications are not uncom-
mon and are part of routine com-

-

munication strategies. They argue
that the presence of the advertise-
ment does not indicate any politi-
cal alliance or ideological
alignment. Political analysts be-
lieve that this episode highlights
the shifting and often complicated
dynamics between India’s na-
tional parties and regional politi-
cal outfits. The BJP, while
aggressively trying to expand its
footprint in West Bengal, faces
stiff resistance from TMC and
CPM alike. Utilizing a CPM plat-
form for government publicity
can be interpreted as an attempt to
soften hardened political barriers
or simply as a practical decision
to reach varied audiences. The ad-
vertisement publication has also
reignited discussions about the
role of media and party mouth-
pieces in the dissemination of

government information. Critics
question whether such place-
ments compromise the editorial
independence of party publica-
tions or blur the lines between
partisan propaganda and govern-
ment Mean-
while, social media platforms and
public forums have been abuzz
with mixed reactions. Sup-
porters of the TMC and CPM
have expressed skepticism
and criticism, while BJP sup-
porters have downplayed the
controversy, highlighting the
government’s focus on devel-
opment irrespective of politi-
cal differences. In the midst of

communication.

. “ this political back-and-forth,

4 the Modi government has re-
| mained relatively silent, with
no official comment address-
ing the criticism from Kunal
Ghosh or clarifying the strat-
egy behind choosing the CPM

{ publication for the advertise-

ment.

This incident adds to the on-
going narrative of political
complexity in West Bengal,
where alliances and rivalries often
intertwine in unexpected ways. It
also reflects the broader chal-
lenges faced by national parties
like the BJP as they navigate re-
gional political landscapes that
are deeply entrenched in local
histories and loyalties.The deci-
sion by the Modi government to
place an advertisement in the
CPM’s official mouthpiece has
sparked significant controversy
and criticism from TMC lead-
ers like Kunal Ghosh. This
episode underscores the intri-
cate interplay of politics,
media, and
strategies in India’s vibrant
democracy, especially in polit-
ically sensitive states like West
Bengal. As the situation devel-
ops, it remains to be seen how
this controversy will influence

communication

Private Coaching Thrives Inside
NRS Medical College, Kolkata: Stu-

dents and Faculty Raise Concerns

Kolkata’s renowned Nil Ratan Sircar (NRS) Medical College is facing
scrutiny amid reports of private coaching classes operating within its
premises. This unexpected development has sparked a debate among
students, faculty, and educational experts about the ethics and implica-
tions of such coaching sessions taking place in a government medical
institution. NRS Medical College, established as one of the premier med-
ical institutions in West Bengal, has long been a beacon for aspiring doc-
tors seeking quality education and clinical training. However, recent
revelations indicate that private coaching centers have found a foothold
within the college campus, catering to medical students who aim to sup-
plement their formal education with additional guidance, especially in
preparation for competitive exams and practical skill enhancement. Ac-
cording to sources, these coaching classes operate informally, often held
in college hostels, common rooms, or even faculty offices with the tacit
or explicit consent of some individuals. Students reportedly pay sub-
stantial fees to attend these sessions, which promise to clarify complex
subjects, offer exam strategies, and provide hands-on training beyond
the regular curriculum. Many students have expressed mixed feelings
about this trend. While some admit that the coaching helps them grasp
difficult concepts and improves their confidence for exams such as the
NEET PG (Postgraduate Entrance Test) and other competitive medical
assessments, others worry about the fairness and professionalism of such
practices within a government institution. “It’s a double-edged sword,”
said one second-year medical student who wished to remain anonymous.
“On one hand, these coaching sessions give us an edge, but on the other,
it raises questions about why this is happening inside the college and
whether it’s fair to those who cannot afford these extra classes.” Faculty
members at NRS Medical College have expressed concern over the un-
official coaching activities. While some senior professors remain silent
or claim ignorance, others have raised ethical objections. “Medical ed-
ucation should be accessible and equitable,” said a senior faculty mem-
ber, speaking on condition of anonymity. “When private coaching thrives
within the college, it undermines the institutional values and places ad-
ditional financial burdens on students.” The management of NRS Med-
ical College has yet to officially comment on the reports. However,
insiders suggest that the administration is aware of the situation and is
contemplating measures to regulate or curb unauthorized coaching.

Calcutta High Court Issues Rule, Notices TMC
Leader Kunal Ghosh in Legal Proceedings

The Calcutta High Court has issued a formal rule and served notice to Trinamool Congress (TMC) leader
Kunal Ghosh. This legal directive marks a crucial stage in ongoing judicial proceedings involving the senior
TMC spokesperson and has generated widespread discussion across political and media circles. The High
Court’s order came in response to a petition filed challenging certain actions and statements attributed to
Kunal Ghosh. The specific details of the case pertain to allegations involving defamation, public statements,
or other contested matters that have escalated to require judicial scrutiny. While the exact nature of the petition
remains confidential in court documents, legal experts note that such notices signify the court’s intent to seek
Ghosh’s explanation or defense before proceeding further. Kunal Ghosh, a prominent face of the Trinamool
Congress, is well known for his vocal presence in West Bengal politics and his role as a spokesperson artic-
ulating the party’s positions. His involvement in legal proceedings adds another layer of complexity to the
highly charged political environment in the state, especially given the proximity of key electoral battles. The
issuance of a rule by the Calcutta High Court essentially means that the court has found prima facie merit in
the petition and has called upon Kunal Ghosh to respond within a stipulated timeframe. Failure to comply or
provide a satisfactory explanation could lead to further legal consequences, including the possibility of a de-
tailed hearing or order against him. Political observers suggest that this legal notice could have implications
beyond the courtroom. Given Ghosh’s stature within the TMC and his history of engaging in fiery political
debates, the case could influence public perception and the party’s broader political strategy. Opposition par-
ties might use the development to highlight alleged controversies surrounding TMC leaders, while supporters
may rally to defend their leader’s credibility. In response to the notice, Kunal Ghosh has maintained a com-

posed stance. Sources close to him indicate that he intends to cooperate fully with the judicial process and is
confident of vindicating himself. “We respect the judiciary and will present our case clearly,” said an associate.
“It is important that facts prevail over political maneuvering.” The Calcutta High Court, known for its judi-
cious handling of politically sensitive cases, will now monitor the proceedings closely. Legal experts anticipate
that the next stages will involve detailed submissions from both parties, potential hearings, and an eventual
decision based on the evidence presented. This incident is not isolated, as several political figures in West
Bengal have faced legal challenges in recent years, reflecting the intense intersection of law and politics in
the region. The judiciary’s role as an impartial arbiter remains critical in ensuring that justice is served without
bias or undue influence. Meanwhile, TMC leadership has expressed support for Kunal Ghosh, emphasizing
the need to focus on governance and public welfare rather than getting entangled in legal battles. Party insiders
suggest that the leadership views the matter as part of the ongoing political contestation and is prepared to
handle any fallout. The opposition, however, has seized upon the notice as an opportunity to question the
ethical standards and accountability of ruling party leaders. They argue that such legal notices underscore
the importance of transparency and integrity in public office. The Calcutta High Court’s issuance of a rule
and notice to TMC leader Kunal Ghosh signals a noteworthy legal proceeding with potential political rami-
fications. It underscores the ongoing complexities within West Bengal’s political and judicial landscape and
highlights the essential role of the courts in balancing rights, responsibilities, and the rule of law. The coming
weeks are expected to bring more clarity as the case progresses, with implications for both the individual in-
volved and the broader political discourse.

Today's Horoscope
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TAURUS : Don’t be surprised if you feel men-
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tal storm clouds gathering today, Taurus. imbu-
ing the day with a palpable emotional intensity.
In order to make the best of this energy.

CANCER: You can expect to encounter some tur-

bulence under Tuesday’s cosmic landscape, Can-
cer. The moon cruises through your sign, trying her

best to help you tune in to both your emotional.
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VIRGO :
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Can you feel the heat building,
Virgo? Your ruling planet, mental Mercury,
locks into an unsettling connection with fiery
Mars today.

SCORPIO : It’s all too easy to get frustrated be-
neath Tuesday’s cosmic landscape. Messenger
Mercury locks into a quarrel with your ruling
planet, self-motivated Mars.

CAPRICORN : Brace yourself for some rocky
terrain today, Capricorn. The connection-centered
Cancer moon finds herself in an uneasy squabble

with transformative Pluto today.

volvement.

PIECES : Powerful moods dominate Tuesday’s
skies, Pisces. prompting you to examine any un-
healed wounds around friendship and group in-
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After Losing ‘Spirit,’
Deepika Padukone Joins
Atlee’s Next with Allu Arjun:
Kalki 2 Takes a New Leap

Deepika Padukone has been confirmed to star in the highly an-
ticipated action entertainer directed by Atlee, opposite the pop-
ular Telugu superstar Allu Arjun. This announcement comes
after Deepika’s exit from the much-awaited project ‘Spirit,’
which had left fans speculating about her next move. The new
collaboration between Deepika, Atlee, and Allu Arjun promises
a fresh and exciting cinematic experience, blending the strengths
of Bollywood and Tollywood in a big-budget production.The
film, tentatively referred to as Kalki 2, is the follow-up to the
successful Kalki franchise that created waves with its intense
storytelling and high-octane action sequences. While official de-
tails about the plot remain under wraps, insiders reveal that the
project is designed to be a pan-India release, aiming to bridge
language barriers with a gripping narrative and star power from
different film industries. Deepika Padukone’s journey to this
film has been closely watched by industry insiders and fans
alike. After her decision to step away from ‘Spirit,” a project that
had garnered a lot of buzz due to its intriguing concept and star
cast, Deepika was approached for several other ventures. Her
eventual choice to collaborate with Atlee—a director known for
his blockbuster hits like Mersal and Bigil—and Allu Atjun, who
has a massive fan base across South India and beyond, signals
her strategic intent to strengthen her presence in the South Indian
film market while maintaining her stature in Bollywood.

The addition of Deepika Padukone to Kalki 2 not only adds
glamour and talent but also elevates the film’s pan-Indian ap-
peal. Known for her versatility and charismatic screen presence,
Deepika will bring a fresh dimension to the story, complement-
ing Allu Arjun’s dynamic style and Atlee’s flair for mass enter-
tainers. Industry analysts believe this pairing could set new
benchmarks for cross-industry collaborations, similar to recent
successes involving stars like Ranveer Singh in Tamil films or
Prabhas in Hindi projects. Atlee, who has built a reputation for
crafting engaging narratives with emotional depth and spectac-
ular action, expressed his enthusiasm about working with
Deepika. “Deepika is a phenomenal actor with immense screen
presence. We are excited to bring her on board for this film,
which aims to deliver a thrilling and memorable cinematic ex-
perience,” the director said in a recent interview. Atlee’s vision,
combined with the charismatic energy of Allu Arjun and
Deepika’s refined acting skills, is expected to make Kalki 2 one
of the biggest releases of the year.Allu Arjun, popularly known
as the “Stylish Star,” has been pivotal in raising the bar for Tel-
ugu cinema with his commitment to dance, action, and emotive
performances. His previous collaborations with Atlee, especially
in high-budget action films, have been commercially successful
and critically acclaimed. The addition of Deepika is seen as a
strategic move to expand the film’s reach to a wider audience,
including the Hindi-speaking market and global viewers. The
production houses behind Kalki 2 have already started working
on the film’s scale, including plans for grand action sequences,
exotic locations, and a compelling soundtrack that could feature
top composers from both South India and Bollywood. The music
and choreography, known to be an integral part of films featur-
ing Allu Arjun and Deepika, will be crafted to meet the expec-
tations of their diverse fan base.For Deepika Padukone, this
project is more than just another film; it represents an opportu-
nity to challenge herself creatively and to collaborate with film-
makers and actors outside her usual Bollywood milieu. Having
conquered the Hindi film industry with hits like Padmaavat,
Chennai Express, and Piku, Deepika’s foray into South Indian
cinema at this scale demonstrates the increasing trend of Bolly-
wood actors embracing regional cinema and vice versa. More-
over, Kalki 2 is expected to benefit from Deepika’s global
appeal, given her successful ventures in Hollywood and her
strong social media presence, which resonates with a worldwide
audience. This factor is significant for a film aiming at pan-India
and international distribution. The buzz around the film has also
generated considerable excitement on social media, with fans
cagerly discussing the possibility of the on-screen chemistry be-
tween Deepika and Allu Arjun. Both stars bring unique quali-
ties—Allu Arjun’s energetic dance moves and mass appeal
combined with Deepika’s graceful acting and style are expected
to create a captivating cinematic experience. As of now, the
film’s shooting schedule is expected to commence soon, with
pre-production work already underway. The makers are report-
edly scouting for locations across India and abroad, aiming to
capture stunning visuals that match the film’s ambitious narra-
tive. While the release date has not yet been officially an-
nounced, speculation suggests a festive season launch to
maximize audience turnout. The collaboration between Deepika
Padukone, Allu Arjun, and Atlee is yet another example of the
growing integration within the Indian film industries, blurring
linguistic and regional boundaries. Such ventures are reshaping
Indian cinema’s landscape, allowing stories to reach a broader
spectrum of viewers and creating opportunities for artists to ex-
plore diverse roles. Deepika Padukone’s inclusion in Atlee’s
next film alongside Allu Arjun marks a promising chapter for
Kalki 2. The combination of star power, visionary direction, and
a well-crafted storyline is set to captivate audiences across India
and beyond. As fans await more updates, the excitement only
continues to build around what could be one of the landmark
films of the year.

Suyyash Rai Slams Paparazzi for Invading
Avneet Kaur’s Privacy: “Shame on You All”

Actor and singer Suyyash Rai
has taken a strong stand
against the paparazzi culture
in Mumbai, particularly con-
demning the disrespectful be-
havior of certain
photographers who recently
crossed a line with actress
Avneet Kaur. A video clip of
Avneet attending a public
event went viral, where it ap-
peared that a few paparazzi
zoomed inappropriately on her
chest while she posed for pho-
tos. The incident sparked out-
rage among fans and
celebrities alike, but it was
Suyyash’s vocal condemna-
tion that struck a chord across
social media platforms. In a
furious Instagram  story,
Suyyash expressed his anger
and disappointment at the way
media personnel handled the
situation. Without mincing
words, he wrote, “Shame on
you guys... these so-called
photographers who zoom into
a woman’s private parts just
for a little masala or clickbait.
Have some shame. Is this
what journalism or photogra-
phy has come to now?” His
message was aimed directly at
those responsible for the
video, holding them account-
able for promoting a culture of
voyeurism under the guise of
celebrity coverage. Avneet
Kaur, who rose to fame
through television and has

been steadily establishing her-
self in films and digital con-
tent, has often been praised for
her fashion sense and confi-
dence. But the way the recent
event was covered—focusing
the lens invasively on her
body rather than her per-
sona—highlighted the dark
side of fame and the pressures
young female celebrities face
in an ever-surveilled environ-
ment. Though Avneet herself
has not publicly reacted to the
incident, the circulating video
and Suyyash’s reaction have
already prompted a serious
conversation around ethics in
celebrity journalism. Social
media erupted in debate, with
fans coming out in strong sup-
port of both Avneet and
Suyyash. Many users ex-
pressed that such behavior by
the paparazzi reflects poorly
on the entire industry, calling
for stricter norms and codes of
conduct when covering public
appearances. What perhaps
made Suyyash’s response
more powerful was the fact
that he is no stranger to the
media spotlight. Having
worked extensively in televi-
sion, and being married to ac-
tress Kishwer Merchant,
Suyyash has often seen the in-
dustry’s workings up close.
His reaction wasn't a casual
outburst—it came from a
place of empathy and genuine

concern. He also urged fellow
celebrities and media person-
alities to speak up more
against such indecencies, stat-
ing that silence only enables
further disrespect and objecti-
fication. The broader concern
raised by this incident is not
just about one actress or one
event, but about the continued
normalization of invasive be-
havior in the name of enter-
tainment news. The practice
of photographing celebrities
from inappropriate angles,
zooming in on body parts, or
trying to capture "oops mo-
ments" is not new. It’s a well-
documented  aspect  of
celebrity coverage that many
stars have spoken against over

the years, including the likes
of Deepika Padukone, Janhvi
Kapoor, and even interna-
tional figures like Emma Wat-
son and Ariana Grande.In
India, where the entertainment
industry is followed with near-
religious fervor, the bound-
aries between admiration and
invasion are increasingly
blurred. Red carpets, airport
looks, and even gym outings
are turned into newsworthy
events, often stripped of their
human context. The recent
Avneet Kaur episode is only a
reminder of how quickly ad-
miration can turn into objecti-
fication ~ when  handled
carelessly by the lens.Celebri-
ties often find themselves in a

Ram Gopal Varma Claims Rajinikanth and
Chiranjeevi Achieved Stardom by Remaking
Amltabh Baehchan Fllms

Ram Gopal Varma recently
stirred up a storm in the Indian
film fraternity with his candid
remarks regarding the leg-
endary stars Rajinikanth and
Chiranjeevi. In a statement
that has sparked intense de-
bate among fans and industry
insiders alike, Varma asserted
that both Rajinikanth and Chi-
ranjeevi rose to iconic status
largely by remaking films
originally starring Bollywood
megastar Amitabh Bachchan.
Ram Gopal Varma, known for
his unfiltered opinions and
controversial takes, made this
comment during an interview
where he was discussing the
evolution of stardom in Indian
cinema and the influences that
shaped some of its biggest
icons. According to him,
while Rajinikanth and Chiran-
jeevi have undeniably carved
unique identities in South In-
dian cinema, a significant part
of their initial popularity was
tied to adapting the successful
narratives and characters from
Amitabh Bachchan’s films to
regional sensibilities. “Ra-
jinikanth and Chiranjeevi be-
came household names by
remaking Amitabh
Bachchan’s hits in their own
languages,” Varma stated.
“There’s no denying that
Bachchan’s  stories, his
charisma, and the narratives
made a huge impact, and these
stars capitalized on that by
presenting similar stories to
their audiences. It’s a testa-
ment to Amitabh’s influence
that his films became the blue-
print for success across multi-
ple film industries in India.”
This assertion has reopened
discussions about the inter-
connectedness of Indian cin-
ema’s diverse regional film
industries and the role of
cross-industry adaptations in
shaping star careers. Ra-
jinikanth and Chiranjeevi,

both hailed as legends in
Tamil and Telugu cinema re-
spectively, have their own
massive fan bases and a fil-
mography filled with original
hits. Yet, Varma’s comments
highlight a less-discussed as-
pect of their career trajectories
— the role of remakes in the
1980s and 1990s that helped
solidify their stardom. Ra-
jinikanth, often called the “Su-
perstar” of Tamil cinema,
started his career with a series
of films that were inspired by
or directly remade from Hindi
hits, some of which originally
starred Amitabh Bachchan.
These  films  translated
Bachchan’s larger-than-life
persona into a South Indian
cultural context, helping Ra-
jinikanth connect deeply with
his audience.

Similarly, Chiranjeevi’s rise
in Telugu cinema involved re-
making or drawing inspiration
from Amitabh’s successful
films, adapting them to Tel-
ugu narratives and sensibili-
ties. While fans of the two
stars argue that Rajinikanth
and Chiranjeevi’s immense
charisma, unique style, and
powerful performances made
them stars in their own right,
Varma’s comment draws at-
tention to the impact of estab-
lished Bollywood narratives in
shaping regional cinemas’ star
systems. The filmmaker’s re-

marks  also  emphasize
Amitabh Bachchan’s unparal-
leled influence on Indian cin-
ema as a whole.

Known as the “Shahenshah
of Bollywood,” Bachchan’s
films in the 1970s and 1980s
set benchmarks for story-
telling and star power, inspir-
ing filmmakers and actors
across the country. The suc-
cess of his iconic roles has led
to multiple adaptations and re-
makes, affirming his status as
a trendsetter.

However, Ram Gopal
Varma’s statement was met
with mixed reactions on social
media and among film critics.
While some appreciated the
historical perspective, others
criticized the remarks as re-
ductive and dismissive of Ra-
jinikanth and Chiranjeevi’s
originality and contributions.
Many pointed out that while
remakes did play a role, the
two superstars innovated with
their performances, style, and
choice of roles, which res-
onated with their regional au-
diences and established their
enduring  legacies.  Ra-
jinikanth’s charismatic screen
presence, distinctive dialogue
delivery, and signature man-
nerisms created a cultural phe-
nomenon, while Chiranjeevi’s
dancing skills, action se-
quences, and mass appeal ele-
vated him to legendary status.

Film historians note that In-
dian cinema has always been
a melting pot of influences,
with stories and ideas travel-
ing across linguistic and cul-
tural boundaries. The practice
of remaking successful films
into other languages has long
been a part of this ecosystem,
allowing narratives to be lo-
calized and stars to emerge by
connecting with their specific
audience’s tastes.

Ram Gopal Varma, known
for his provocative and often
unconventional views, ap-
pears to have aimed at high-
lighting this dynamic rather
than diminishing the talents of
Rajinikanth and Chiranjeevi.
Nonetheless, his comments
have triggered renewed inter-
est in exploring the complex
pathways through which In-
dian actors become iconic fig-
ures.

Both Rajinikanth and Chi-
ranjeevi have not publicly re-
sponded to Varma’s remarks
yet, but their legions of fans
continue to defend their idols,
praising their unique contribu-
tions that transcend any re-
make influences.

The ongoing discussion un-
derscores the intricate rela-
tionship between Bollywood
and regional cinemas and how
cross-pollination of ideas has
enriched Indian filmmaking.
Amitabh Bachchan’s imprint
on the industry is undeniable,
but equally significant are the
ways stars like Rajinikanth
and Chiranjeevi adapted, in-
novated, and created their own
distinct identities in their re-
spective cinematic worlds.
Ram Gopal Varma’s provoca-
tive take serves as a reminder
of the layered histories behind
stardom in Indian cinema — a
blend of inspiration, adapta-
tion, and original creativity
that continues to captivate au-
diences nationwide.

Hina Khan on 11 Years of Modi Government:
“We Will See a Developed India Soon™

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, popu-
lar television actress and social media
influencer Hina Khan has shared her
optimistic views on the country’s jour-
ney towards development and progress.
Reflecting on the 11 years of the Modi
government’s rule, Hina expressed con-
fidence that India is on the cusp of be-
coming a truly developed nation,
attributing much of the transformation
to the Prime Minister’s vision and gov-
ernance. Hina Khan, widely known for
her roles in hit television shows and her
vibrant presence on social media plat-
forms, recently spoke about her support
for the government’s initiatives and the
impact they have had on the country’s
socio-economic landscape. In an exclu-

“We have

sive interview, she praised the govern-
ment’s focus on infrastructure develop-
ment, digital empowerment, and social
welfare programs, which she believes
have laid the foundation for a new
India.“The last 11 years have been a re-
markable journey for India,” Hina said.
witnessed
changes in how the country operates,
from improving roads and connectivity
to fostering entrepreneurship and digi-
talization. The Prime Minister’s dedi-
cation towards building a developed
India is evident, and I am confident that
we will see the fruits of these efforts
very soon.” Hina highlighted several
flagship programs launched during
Modi’s tenure, such as Make in India,

significant
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Digital India, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
and Ayushman Bharat, emphasizing
how these initiatives have contributed
to nation-building. She acknowledged
the challenges that come with govern-

ing a diverse and populous country like
India but applauded the government’s

economic

commitment to tackling issues related
to healthcare, education, sanitation, and
growth.“Programs
Swachh Bharat have brought a massive
change in the mindset of people re-
garding cleanliness and hygiene. Simi-
larly, schemes focused on healthcare
and affordable insurance have given
hope to millions. These are steps to-
ward a developed India where citizens
have access to basic amenities and op-
portunities for growth,” Hina observed.
Apart from appreciating the govern-
ment’s policy measures, Hina also
spoke about the rising spirit of patriot-
ism and self-reliance among Indians,
which she believes is critical for the
country’s progress. She lauded the ef-

like

forts to boost the manufacturing sector
and support startups, calling it a move
in the right direction to position India
as a global economic powerhouse. “The
‘Atmanirbhar
India) campaign is a testament to the
nation’s resolve to stand on its own
feet. Young entrepreneurs, innovators,
and workers across the country are now
contributing to the vision of a stronger
India. This government has provided
the necessary impetus for this move-
ment to flourish,” she added. Hina’s
views come at a time when India is
gearing up for several key elections and
debates about the future course of the
nation’s policies and development
agenda.

Bharat’ (self-reliant

double bind—maintain visi-
bility to stay relevant, but con-
stantly risk overexposure,
both literally and metaphori-
cally. For young stars like
Avneet, the burden is even
heavier.

Having started her career as
a child artist, she has grown up
in the public eye, and the
scrutiny she faces today as an
adult is a complicated mix of
admiration and inappropriate
attention.Suyyash Rai’s stand
becomes particularly crucial
in this context.

As someone who has transi-
tioned between music, acting,
and production, he under-
stands both the demand for
content and the importance of

responsible storytelling. His
refusal to accept such treat-
ment of women, especially
when done so blatantly by the
media, sends a message that
needs to resonate beyond so-
cial media.

The incident has also
prompted a few photographers
and media agencies to intro-
spect. While some have de-
fended themselves claiming
the video angle was uninten-
tional, others have quietly
taken the video down or
muted the portions that caused
outrage. However, the need
for institutional accountability
remains. Media houses that
employ paparazzi photogra-
phers must initiate training
sessions on respectful cover-
age, privacy ethics, and the
line between news and intru-
sion. This episode is a wake-
up call, not just for the
paparazzi, but for consumers
of such content as well.

The demand for sensational
visuals often fuels the supply.
When viewers stop clicking
on such videos and headlines,
only then will the incentive to
produce them disappear. Until
then, voices like Suyyash
Rai's will continue to be es-
sential in reminding everyone
of the basic respect and de-
cency that must govern public
interactions—especially with
women in the limelight.

Singer Badshah Faces
Backlash Over Contro-
versial Twitter Post

Popular Indian rapper and singer Badshah has recently come
under intense scrutiny and criticism following a controversial
post on his official Twitter account. Known for his chart-topping
hits and vibrant social media presence, Badshah’s latest tweet
has ignited a heated debate among fans and netizens, sparking
discussions about sensitivity, responsibility, and the influence
celebrities wield on public platforms. The post in question, which
appeared on Badshah’s Twitter feed last week, included remarks
that many users found inappropriate and offensive. Though the
tweet was intended to be humorous or thought-provoking ac-
cording to some interpretations, it quickly drew sharp reactions
from followers and social media commentators who felt the mes-
sage crossed a line, touching on sensitive topics in a manner they
considered careless.Several users expressed disappointment, ar-
guing that celebrities like Badshah carry a significant social re-
sponsibility given their large and diverse audience. “When public
figures make such statements, it has a ripple effect. It’s impor-
tant to be mindful of the impact words can have, especially when
millions are watching,” commented one Twitter user. Others ac-
cused the rapper of promoting divisive or insensitive views,
which is contrary to the inclusive spirit of his music that usually
appeals to youth across different backgrounds. Badshah, who
has amassed millions of followers on Twitter and other plat-
forms, is no stranger to controversy. Over the years, he has been
involved in various online spats, but this particular incident
stands out due to the volume of backlash and the urgency with
which his fans demanded clarification. Many felt that the tweet
was not just a passing mistake but a reflection of a broader issue
regarding how celebrities engage with their audiences on digital
platforms. In response to the growing criticism, Badshah issued
a public apology via Twitter and Instagram stories. He stated,
“My intention was never to hurt anyone’s feelings or beliefs. |
understand the concerns and I sincerely apologize to everyone
who felt offended by my post. I promise to be more thoughtful
in the future.” While this apology was accepted by some fol-
lowers, others remained skeptical, demanding more accounta-
bility and awareness from artists of his stature. The incident has
also sparked a wider conversation about freedom of expression
versus social responsibility. Supporters of Badshah argued that
artists should be allowed space to express themselves freely
without facing disproportionate backlash. They cautioned against
the culture of instant outrage that often surrounds celebrities,
which can sometimes stifle genuine expression and creativity.
However, critics contend that with fame comes the need for care-
ful consideration of the words and actions one puts forth. They
highlighted that public figures influence young and impression-
able minds and thus must act with sensitivity and respect towards
all communities. The debate reflects an ongoing tension in the
social media age, where rapid communication often outpaces
thoughtful reflection. Industry insiders suggest that this episode
could serve as a lesson not just for Badshah but for other artists
navigating the complex dynamics of social media engagement.
Many celebrities now employ professional teams to manage their
online presence, balancing spontaneity with strategic communi-
cation to avoid such pitfalls. Meanwhile, fans continue to follow
the unfolding developments closely. Some have started trending
hashtags both supporting and criticizing Badshah, indicating the
polarized views within his fan base.

Music forums and fan clubs have also weighed in, with some
urging for constructive dialogue instead of divisive arguments.
Badshah’s music career remains robust despite the controversy.
His recent releases have garnered millions of streams, and he
continues to be a sought-after performer in concerts and festi-
vals. Yet, this incident reminds all stakeholders in the entertain-
ment industry of the delicate balance between celebrity influence
and public accountability in today’s interconnected world. As
the dust begins to settle, the broader question remains: How can
celebrities like Badshah use their platforms to inspire and unite,
while steering clear of controversies that detract from their
artistry? The answer may lie in more conscious and empathetic
communication, both online and offline. This episode adds to
the growing list of instances where social media posts by public
figures have triggered widespread reactions, emphasizing the
transformative power of digital platforms in shaping public dis-
course. It also serves as a cautionary tale about the importance
of mindfulness in the fast-paced world of celebrity culture. Bad-
shah’s recent Twitter post controversy highlights the challenges
and responsibilities that come with being a modern-day artist
and influencer. As fans and critics continue to debate, the inci-
dent underscores the evolving relationship between celebrities
and their audiences in an era dominated by social media con-
versations.
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On the Same Page:
Harmonizing India's
Monetary Policy

he alignment between

I anation's central bank
and its government is
paramount. India's recent
monetary policy decisions
underscore a significant con-
vergence between the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
and the central government,
reflecting a matured synergy
aimed at steering the econ-
omy through complex chal-
lenges. The RBI's Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
announced a 50 basis points
reduction in the repo rate,
bringing it down to 5.50%.
This decisive move, marking
the third consecutive rate cut
of the year, signals a con-
certed effort to stimulate
economic growth amid
global uncertainties. The
shift from an 'accommoda-
tive' to a 'meutral' policy
stance indicates a balanced
approach, aiming to support
growth while keeping infla-
tion in check. The MPC, es-
tablished in 2016 through
amendments to the Reserve
Bank of India Act, 1934,
embodies a collaborative
framework for monetary
policy formulation. Com-
prising six members—three
from the RBI and three ap-
pointed by the govern-
ment—the committee
ensures diverse perspectives
in decision-making. The
RBI Governor serves as the
ex-officio chairperson, with
a casting vote in case of a tie,
underscoring the central
bank's pivotal role. This in-
stitutional arrangement was
born out of the need for
transparency and accounta-
bility in monetary policy.
Prior to the MPC's forma-
tion, decisions on interest
rates rested solely with the
RBI Governor, leading to
concerns over opacity and
potential conflicts with gov-
ernment objectives. The
MPC's creation marked a
significant step towards a
more democratic and struc-
tured approach, aligning
monetary  policy  with
broader economic goals. The
recent rate cut reflects the
MPC's responsiveness to
evolving economic indica-
tors. With inflation showing
signs of moderation and
growth momentum needing
reinforcement, the decision
aims to lower borrowing
costs and invigorate invest-

ment. This proactive stance
demonstrates the RBI's com-
mitment to its dual mandate
of price stability and eco-
nomic growth. The govern-
ment's role in this alignment
cannot be understated. Fiscal
policies  complementing
monetary easing, such as in-
creased public spending and
structural reforms, amplify
the impact of rate cuts. This
synchronized approach en-
hances policy effectiveness,
fostering an environment
conducive to sustainable
growth. However, this har-
mony must be maintained
with caution. The RBI's au-
tonomy is crucial for main-
taining market confidence
and ensuring that monetary
policy decisions are insu-
lated from short-term politi-
cal pressures. While
collaboration is beneficial,
preserving the central bank's
independence is essential for
long-term economic stabil-
ity. The evolution of India's
monetary policy framework
reflects lessons from past ex-
periences. The 2016 demon-
etization episode highlighted
the complexities of mone-
tary interventions and the
importance of clear commu-
nication and coordination
between the RBI and the
government. The MPC's es-
tablishment post-demoneti-
zation aimed to
institutionalize such coordi-
nation, preventing unilateral
decisions that could disrupt
economic equilibrium.
Looking ahead, the contin-
ued success of India's mone-
tary policy hinges on this
delicate balance between in-
dependence and collabora-
tion.

Regular dialogue, data-
driven decision-making, and
mutual respect between the
RBI and the government
will be key to navigating fu-
ture economic challenges.
The recent alignment be-
tween the RBI and the gov-
ernment on monetary policy
decisions signifies a matured
and collaborative approach
to economic management.
By working in tandem, both
institutions can effectively
steer the Indian economy to-
wards sustained growth and
stability, ensuring that mon-
etary policy serves the
broader interests of the na-
tion.

The Eternal Journey of Faith:
Reflections on Jagannath Rath Yatra

Indian spiritual life, few

festivals resonate with
the depth and grandeur of
the Jagannath Rath Yatra.
This ancient celebration,
held annually in the sacred
city of Puri in Odisha, is
more than a religious pro-
cession. It is a dynamic ex-
pression of collective faith,
cultural unity, spiritual
yearning, and centuries-old
tradition that transcends ge-
ography, language, and so-
cial divisions. The Rath
Yatra, meaning “Chariot
Journey,” represents not
only the physical movement
of the deities but also the
eternal journey of the soul
toward the divine. It is a
spectacle that draws mil-
lions of devotees and on-
lookers from across India
and the world, binding them
in an emotional and spiritual
communion. The central
figures of the festival—
Lord Jagannath, his elder
brother Balabhadra, and sis-
ter Subhadra—are not mere
idols of stone and wood.
They symbolize divinity in
its most accessible, almost
human form. Crafted from
neem wood and painted in
vivid colors, these deities
are taken out from the sanc-
tum of the Jagannath Tem-
ple once a year and placed
on massive, elaborately dec-
orated chariots. They are
then pulled through the
streets of Puri to the
Gundicha Temple, a sym-
bolic journey believed to
represent their visit to their
maternal aunt's home. In
this act, the gods step out of
their royal abode to mingle
with the masses, breaking
all barriers between the ce-
lestial and the terrestrial.
What sets this yatra apart is
the idea of accessibility of
the divine. Unlike many
temple rituals across India
where non-Hindus or lower
castes may face exclusion,
the Rath Yatra is radically
inclusive. During the pro-
cession, everyone—regard-
less of caste, creed, religion,
or nationality—can touch
the ropes of the chariots and
participate in pulling them.
This simple yet profound
act signifies the universality
of spirituality, suggesting
that the path to God is not a
privilege of the few but a

In the vibrant tapestry of

Course Correction:
Water Management in India

Water, the most essential ele-
ment for life, is paradoxically
among the most mismanaged
and underappreciated re-
sources in India. Despite hav-
ing abundant rainfall and a vast
network of rivers, lakes, and
groundwater reservoirs, India
is facing a deepening water cri-
sis. This crisis is not just about
scarcity but also about the
quality, accessibility, and sus-
tainability of water resources.
The urgency for a new para-
digm in water management has
never been greater. India's cur-
rent water crisis is rooted in
both natural and human-made
factors. With a population ex-
ceeding 1.4 billion, demand for
water is naturally high. How-
ever, the real problem lies in
the inefficiencies of how water
is allocated, consumed, and
managed. The monsoon-de-
pendent nature of Indian agri-
culture, combined with erratic
rainfall patterns due to climate
change, has created unpre-
dictable water availability.
Moreover, the over-extraction
of groundwater, especially in
agricultural states like Punjab,
Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh,
has led to rapidly depleting
aquifers. Groundwater, which
meets more than 60% of irri-
gation and 85% of domestic
water needs in India, is being
pumped out at an unsustain-
able rate. According to the
Central Ground Water Board,
several blocks across the coun-
try are now classified as ‘over-
exploited’.  This reckless
overuse has led to alarming
drops in the water table in both
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urban and rural areas. Yet, the
policies surrounding ground-
water remain weakly enforced.
There is no comprehensive law
regulating groundwater usage,
and landowners often exploit
aquifers with little regard for
collective consequences.

Urban water management
poses another layer of chal-
lenge. Indian cities are grow-
ing at an unprecedented rate,
but water infrastructure is lag-
ging far behind. Leakage
losses in urban water supply
systems are massive—ranging
between 30% and 50%. Many
metropolitan areas are entirely
dependent on distant water
sources, leading to expensive
and energy-intensive water
transfer systems. Moreover,
untreated sewage and indus-
trial waste are being dis-
charged into rivers and lakes,
turning precious water bodies
into toxic dumps. The case of
the Yamuna River in Delhi or
the Musi River in Hyderabad
reflects the dismal state of
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urban water governance.

India also suffers from poor
agricultural water productivity.
While agriculture accounts for
nearly 80% of water consump-
tion, the efficiency of water
use in farming is among the
lowest in the world. The wide-
spread use of flood irrigation,
especially in water-intensive
crops like sugarcane and
paddy, has exacerbated water
stress. These crops are grown
even in drought-prone areas,
driven by minimum support
price incentives and subsidies
on electricity and water. As a
result, farmers continue to cul-
tivate crops unsuitable for their
regions, deepening the water
crisis with each passing year.
Policy efforts have been frag-
mented and reactive rather
than coordinated and preven-
tive. The Jal Shakti Ministry,
formed in 2019, was a com-
mendable step towards inte-
grated water resource
management. However, insti-
tutional bottlenecks, overlap-
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right of all. It is a demo-
cratic expression of devo-
tion where the divine meets
the devotee on equal
ground.Historically, the fes-
tival dates back thousands
of years and has found men-
tion in ancient texts like the
Skanda Purana, Brahma Pu-
rana, and Padma Purana.
Over time, the Rath Yatra
has also evolved as a socio-
political symbol. During the
colonial era, it was seen as a
rallying point for cultural
pride and resistance to for-
eign domination. In modern
times, it continues to inspire
narratives of unity and de-
votion, often serving as a re-
minder of India’s spiritual
resilience in the face of
rapid modernization and
materialism.The construc-
tion of the chariots is itself
a ritualistic marvel. Every
year, three new chariots are
built afresh from specific
types of wood brought from
designated forests. The

work is done with painstak-
ing care and deep reverence
by a community of tradi-
tional artisans, carpenters,
and painters who consider
their labor a sacred duty.
The largest chariot,
Nandighosha, carries Lord
Jagannath and stands at
around 45 feet. It is fol-
lowed by Taladhwaja for
Balabhadra and
Darpadalana for Subhadra.
Each chariot is painted in
distinct colors and adorned
with motifs reflecting vari-
ous mythological and cul-
tural elements, becoming
moving temples in their
own right.The pulling of the
chariots, a physically taxing
but spiritually uplifting ac-
tivity, brings together thou-
sands of volunteers. The
atmosphere becomes elec-
tric as chants of “Jai Jagan-
nath” rise in unison,
accompanied by the rhyth-
mic beats of traditional
drums and conch shells.

People sing, dance, and cry
in devotion, believing that
even a glimpse of the deities
during the Rath Yatra can
liberate them from the cycle
of birth and death. This
deep spiritual emotion
transforms the streets of
Puri into a sacred theatre of
devotion.However, this
massive event is not without
its challenges. Managing
the logistics of millions of
pilgrims, ensuring safety
during the pulling of the
chariots, and maintaining
the sanctity of the ritual in a
highly commercialized en-
vironment are daunting
tasks. Despite modern infra-
structure and technology,
every year witnesses inci-
dents of overcrowding,
heat-related illnesses, and
occasional mishaps. It is a
testament to the resilience
and commitment of the
local administration, temple
authorities, volunteers, and
the people of Puri that the

festival continues to be con-
ducted with such scale and
reverence. There is also a
deeper ecological and philo-
sophical dimension to the
festival. The temporary na-
ture of the chariots, made
and dismantled every year,
reminds us of the imperma-
nence of material life. It
echoes the Vedantic princi-
ple that while the body is
perishable, the soul jour-
neys eternally. The use of
eco-friendly materials, the
symbolic ‘death’ and ‘re-
birth’ of the deities during
the Nabakalebara ritual
(held every 12 to 19 years),
and the emphasis on collec-
tive participation all point
toward a spiritual ecology
that values life, renewal,
and community. In today’s
world of increasing alien-
ation, religious polarization,
and socio-political strife, the
Jagannath Rath Yatra offers
a healing vision. It demon-
strates how tradition, when

Rethinking

ping jurisdictions, and bureau-
cratic inertia continue to ham-
per effective implementation.
Various schemes such as the
Jal Jeevan Mission, Atal Bhu-
jal  Yojana, and Namami
Gange have made some
progress, but they fall short of
delivering transformative
change at scale.A new course
in water management must be
founded on sustainability, de-
centralization, and data-driven
governance. The first shift
must be from supply augmen-
tation to demand management.
Instead of constructing more
dams and pipelines, the focus
should be on reducing water
wastage, promoting conserva-
tion, and enhancing efficiency.
This includes modernizing ir-
rigation systems, promoting
drip and sprinkler irrigation,
and encouraging crop diversi-
fication. Incentivizing farmers
to switch to less water-inten-
sive crops through price sup-
port and procurement
mechanisms could create a
more sustainable agricultural
model.Decentralized — water
governance is also essential.
Water is a state subject under
the Constitution, but local bod-
ies are best placed to manage
water resources efficiently.
Empowering Panchayati Raj
institutions and urban local
bodies with technical and fi-
nancial support can foster
community-based water man-
agement. Successful examples
such as the participatory wa-
tershed programs in Ralegan
Siddhi (Maharashtra) and
Alwar (Rajasthan) have shown

that community stewardship
leads to long-term water secu-
rity.Urban water management
requires a complete overhaul.
Cities need to invest in rainwa-
ter harvesting, groundwater
recharge, wastewater recy-
cling, and real-time monitoring
of water supply systems. Tech-
nologies such as smart meters,
leak detection sensors, and GIS
mapping can transform how
urban water is managed.
Equally important is the treat-
ment and reuse of grey water
and sewage. Treated waste-
water can be used for horticul-
ture, construction, and even
industrial use, thereby reduc-
ing pressure on freshwater
sources.Water quality is an-
other neglected aspect. Arsenic
and fluoride contamination in
groundwater affects millions
across states like Bihar, West
Bengal, and Rajasthan. Indus-
trial pollution has rendered
several rivers unfit for use.
Strengthening pollution con-
trol norms, ensuring strict en-
forcement, and  holding
violators accountable are criti-
cal. At the same time, educat-
ing the public about the health
implications of contaminated
water and promoting water pu-
rification technologies at the
household level can improve
outcomes. Another key dimen-
sion is the integration of water
data. India lacks a centralized,
transparent, and publicly ac-
cessible database on water re-
sources. Water data is
fragmented across departments
and often outdated or unreli-
able.

rooted in inclusivity and hu-
manism, can be a force for
harmony rather than divi-
sion. The festival is not
merely about chariots or
deities—it is about the spirit
of coexistence, the ac-
knowledgment of a higher
power, and the enduring
hope that amid chaos and
uncertainty, there is still
room for surrender, service,
and celebration. As the
chariots roll through the
streets of Puri this year, they
carry not only wooden idols
but the collective aspira-
tions, prayers, and faith of
millions.

They remind us that even
in a fractured world, there
exists a powerful yearning
for unity and divinity. And
perhaps, in following the
wheels of Jagannath’s char-
iot, we are all, in our own
ways, on a journey—seek-
ing not just gods in temples,
but also the godliness within
ourselves.

Insular and Paranoid: The Erosion
of Legal Immigration Under
Trump’s Second Term

President Donald Trump has
intensified his campaign
against immigration, not only
targeting undocumented mi-
grants but also systematically
dismantling the legal immi-
gration framework that has
long been a cornerstone of
American society. This ap-
proach reflects a vision of the
United States that is increas-
ingly insular and driven by
paranoia, undermining the na-
tion's historical identity as a
beacon for immigrants seek-
ing opportunity and freedom.
One of the most striking ac-
tions of this administration is
the reinstatement and expan-
sion of travel bans affecting
19 countries, including several
Muslim-majority nations and
others facing political instabil-
ity. While exemptions exist
for certain visa holders and
green card applicants, the
broad scope of these bans
sends a clear message of ex-
clusion, reminiscent of the
controversial 2017 travel ban
that sparked widespread
protests and legal challenges.
Critics argue that these meas-
ures are less about national se-
curity and more about
promoting a nativist agenda
that alienates entire popula-
tions. The administration's
policies have also had tangible
economic repercussions. The
eldercare sector, heavily re-
liant on immigrant labor, has
experienced significant
staffing shortages due to re-
strictive immigration meas-
ures.  With  immigrants
comprising nearly 28% of the

long-term care workforce, the
decline in immigration has led
to reduced employment
growth in this vital sector, ex-
acerbating challenges in car-
ing for an aging population.
Educational institutions have
not been spared. The Trump
administration's attempts to
limit international student
visas have faced legal push-
back, notably from Harvard
University, which secured a
temporary exemption from a
ban affecting international stu-
dents. Such policies threaten
the United States' position as a
global leader in higher educa-
tion and innovation, as they
deter talented individuals from
contributing to American aca-
demia and industry. The ad-
ministration's  stance  on
humanitarian programs further
illustrates its restrictive ap-
proach. The termination of the
parole program for migrants
from countries like Cuba,
Haiti, Nicaragua, and
Venezuela has not only dis-
rupted the lives of over half a
million individuals but also
poses economic risks, with es-

timates suggesting a potential
annual loss of $5.5 billion due
to the removal of these work-
ers from key sectors. Under-
lying these actions is a broader
ideological shift, as evidenced
by the implementation of Ex-
ecutive Order 14159, which
expands expedited removal
processes and imposes penal-
ties on undocumented immi-
grants. This order reflects a
departure from America's tra-
ditional values of due process
and inclusivity, favoring a
more punitive and exclusion-
ary approach to immigration.
In sum, the Trump administra-
tion's policies represent a con-
certed effort to reshape the
United States' immigration
landscape, prioritizing exclu-
sion over inclusion and short-
term political gains over
long-term national interests.
This insular and paranoid ap-
proach not only undermines
the country's economic vital-
ity and global standing but
also erodes the foundational
principles that have defined
the American identity for gen-
erations.
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Mukesh Ambani Donates Rs 151
Crore to ICT as Guru Dakshina to
Mentor Prof M M Sharma

Mukesh Ambani, chairman
and managing director of Re-
liance Industries Limited, has
gifted a staggering Rs 151
crore to the Institute of Chem-
ical Technology (ICT) as
Guru Dakshina in honor of his
mentor, Professor M M
Sharma. This unprecedented
donation not only highlights
the enduring bond between a
teacher and student but also
promises to significantly bol-
ster research and development
at one of India’s premier sci-
entific institutions. The an-
nouncement came as a
surprise to many in the aca-
demic and industrial circles,
as such a substantial donation
under the traditional concept
of ‘Guru Dakshina’—a token
of respect and repayment to
one’s teacher—is rarely seen
on this scale. Ambani’s con-
tribution reflects his deep ap-
preciation for the guidance
and wisdom imparted by Prof
Sharma, whose mentorship
has been instrumental in shap-
ing his scientific outlook and
business acumen.Professor M
M Sharma, an eminent chem-
ical technologist and former
director of ICT Mumbai, is
widely regarded as a pioneer
in chemical engineering re-
search in India. His career
spans several decades, during
which he has contributed ex-
tensively to academic excel-
lence, industry collaborations,
and nurturing the next genera-
tion of scientists and engi-
neers. Ambani’s gesture
acknowledges not only Prof
Sharma’s personal impact but
also the critical role of quality
education and mentorship in

India’s technological
progress. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mukesh Ambani em-
phasized the importance of
honoring mentors who shape
lives beyond textbooks. “Prof
Sharma’s guidance laid the
foundation for my journey in
science and entrepreneurship.
This donation is my humble
way of expressing gratitude
and ensuring that ICT contin-
ues to thrive as a center of in-
novation and learning,”
Ambani said. He further
added that investments in ed-
ucation and research are es-
sential for India’s future
growth and global competi-
tiveness. The Rs 151 crore
fund is earmarked to support
a wide array of initiatives at
ICT, including cutting-edge
research projects, scholar-
ships for deserving students,
infrastructure development,
and collaborative programs

with industries. ICT officials

have expressed their gratitude
and excitement over the dona-
tion, noting that such re-
sources will empower faculty
and students to push the
boundaries of science and
technology. Dr. Suresh Nair,
current director of ICT, re-
marked, “This generous gift
from Mr. Ambani is a land-
mark moment for our insti-
tute. It not only honors a
legendary figure like Prof
Sharma but also strengthens
our mission to foster excel-
lence in chemical technology.
We plan to utilize these funds
strategically to enhance our
research capabilities and soci-
etal impact.”The significance
of this donation extends be-
yond the financial realm. It
highlights the enduring Indian
tradition of Guru Dakshina,
where the student acknowl-
edges the lifelong value of

Bajaj Finance Announces June 16 as
Record Date for 1:2 Stock Split and 4:1
Bonus Equity Share Issue

Bajaj Finance Limited, one of
India’s leading non-banking fi-
nancial companies (NBFCs),
has officially fixed June 16,
2025, as the record date for its
highly anticipated corporate
actions involving a stock split
and issuance of bonus shares.
The company has announced a
1:2 stock split coupled with a
4:1 bonus equity share allot-
ment, moves that are expected
to enhance liquidity, broaden
shareholding, and reward in-
vestors. This announcement
has stirred significant interest
among shareholders, market
analysts, and investors due to
the potential impact on Bajaj
Finance’s stock structure and
market dynamics. The corpo-
rate actions come as part of the
company’s strategic efforts to
optimize its equity base and
make shares more accessible to
retail investors.

The record date set for June 16
marks the cut-off for identify-
ing shareholders eligible for
the bonus shares and the stock
split benefits. The 1:2 stock
split means that every existing
equity share held by a share-
holder will be split into two
shares, effectively doubling the
total number of shares out-
standing. This split reduces the
face value of each share, mak-
ing the stock more affordable
and attractive to a wider in-
vestor base without altering the
overall market capitalization of
the company. In addition to the
stock split, Bajaj Finance is is-
suing bonus shares at a ratio of
4:1. This means that for every
one share held, shareholders
will receive four additional eq-
uity shares as a bonus, signifi-
cantly  increasing  their
shareholding in the company
without any additional invest-
ment. The issuance of bonus
shares is typically viewed as a
positive signal by the market,
reflecting the company’s
strong financial health and its
confidence in future growth
prospects. Bajaj Finance’s de-
cision to implement a stock
split alongside a substantial
bonus share issuance serves
multiple strategic purposes.
Firstly, the stock split lowers
the trading price of individual
shares, making them more ac-
cessible to retail investors who
might have found the pre-split
price steep. This can enhance
the liquidity of shares on stock
exchanges, facilitating

smoother trading and poten-
tially attracting new investors.
Secondly, the 4:1 bonus share
issue rewards existing share-
holders by increasing their eq-
uity stake without diluting the
value of their holdings. Bonus
shares often reflect accumu-
lated profits or reserves and are
a way for companies to distrib-
ute wealth back to their in-
vestors in the form of
additional shares.

Analysts note that this dual
corporate action can boost in-
vestor confidence by signaling
robust financial performance
and a commitment to share-
holder value. The increase in
share float due to the stock
split and bonus shares can also
widen Bajaj Finance’s share-
holder base, strengthening the
company’s market pres-
ence.Following the announce-
ment, the stock market has
responded positively, with
Bajaj Finance shares witness-
ing increased trading volumes.
Investors have expressed opti-
mism about the company’s
growth trajectory and the ben-
efits of improved liquidity.
Market experts predict that the
stock split and bonus issue will
make Bajaj Finance’s shares
more attractive not only to in-
dividual investors but also to
institutional players looking
for sizeable yet affordable in-
vestments. Investment advi-
sory firms have begun
updating their recommenda-
tions, highlighting the corpo-
rate actions as potential
catalysts for a short to
medium-term rally in the
stock. Some experts caution,
however, that while stock
splits and bonus issues often
have positive psychological ef-
fects on the market, fundamen-
tal business performance
remains the key driver of long-

term shareholder returns. For
existing shareholders, the up-
coming stock split and bonus
share issuance mean an in-
crease in the number of shares
they hold, though the overall
value of their investment re-
mains proportionate to pre-ac-
tion holdings. Post stock split,
the face value per share will be
adjusted accordingly, and the
bonus shares will be credited
to shareholders’ accounts after
the record date. Investors plan-
ning to acquire shares before
June 16 aim to qualify for the
bonus shares and stock split
benefits. However, those buy-
ing shares post-record date will
transact based on the new
share structure. Bajaj Finance
has consistently reported
strong financial performance,
with steady growth in assets
under management, loan dis-
bursements, and profitability.
The company’s diversified
portfolio across consumer fi-
nance, SME lending, and com-
mercial loans has contributed
to its resilience and expansion.
The board of directors’ deci-
sion to approve these corporate
actions reflects confidence in
sustaining growth momentum
and enhancing shareholder
wealth. By making shares
more accessible and rewarding
loyal investors, Bajaj Finance
positions itself strongly in a
competitive financial services
market.

The stock split and bonus
share issuance will follow reg-
ulatory approvals from the Se-
curities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) and respective
stock exchanges where Bajaj
Finance is listed. The company
will also comply with all dis-
closure norms and procedural
requirements to ensure trans-
parency and protect investor
interests.

mentorship. In a modern con-
text, this act symbolizes the
synergy between education,
industry, and philanthropy, il-
lustrating how successful
alumni can give back to their
alma mater in meaningful
ways. Experts in education
philanthropy have hailed Am-
bani’s contribution as a game-
changer. Dr. Anjali Mehta, an
education policy analyst, ob-
served, “Such large-scale do-
nations rooted in cultural
respect set a precedent for
others. It showcases how per-
sonal gratitude can translate
into institutional empower-
ment, benefiting generations
to come.”The impact of this
donation is anticipated to rip-
ple across various domains.
ICT’s enhanced research ca-
pabilities could accelerate in-
novations in  chemical
engineering, pharmaceuticals,
and materials science, sectors

critical to India’s industrial
growth. Additionally, in-
creased scholarships will en-
able talented students from
diverse backgrounds to access
quality education, fostering
inclusivity. Industry leaders
have also welcomed the news,
recognizing that stronger aca-
demic institutions contribute
to a robust ecosystem for in-
novation and talent develop-
ment. Reliance Industries
itself has a history of collabo-
rating with ICT on research
and development, and this gift
further cements the relation-
ship between the corporate
and academic worlds. As
India strives to become a
global hub for science and
technology, philanthropic ini-
tiatives like this serve as cata-
lysts. They exemplify how
visionary leaders can leverage
their success to support
knowledge creation and skill
development at foundational
levels. Mukesh Ambani’s do-
nation of Rs 151 crore to the
Institute of Chemical Tech-
nology as Guru Dakshina to
mentor Prof M M Sharma is a
landmark event in India’s ed-
ucational and philanthropic
landscape. It honors the time-
less value of mentorship while
fueling the future of scientific
research and innovation.

This historic gift not only
celebrates a revered teacher-
student bond but also rein-
forces the critical role of
education in nation-building.
With such support, ICT is
poised to reach new heights,
nurturing talent and break-
throughs that will shape
India’s tomorrow.

Dixon Technologies, LIC
Housing Finance Among 10

Mid-Cap Stocks Analysts
Expect to Gain Up to 40%

Leading market analysts have identified a select group of ten
mid-cap companies, including Dixon Technologies and LIC
Housing Finance, with potential upside of up to 40% in the near
to medium term. These recommendations come amid improv-
ing economic indicators and positive earnings forecasts, which
suggest that mid-cap stocks could deliver substantial returns as
market confidence strengthens. Mid-cap stocks, generally de-
fined as companies with a market capitalization between ap-
proximately Rs 5,000 crore and Rs 20,000 crore, have
historically attracted investors seeking a balance between growth
potential and stability. In recent months, this segment has gained
renewed interest as large-cap stocks show signs of consolida-
tion and small-caps face volatility. Among the ten mid-cap stocks
flagged for strong growth prospects, Dixon Technologies stands
out as a leader in the electronics manufacturing services (EMS)
sector. The company has consistently demonstrated robust op-
erational performance, driven by rising demand for consumer
electronics, increased localization efforts under government ini-
tiatives like ‘Make in India,” and a healthy order book.

Market analysts believe that Dixon’s continued expansion into
new product categories, along with strategic partnerships with
global clients, positions it well to capitalize on industry tail-
winds. Its financial results have reflected steady revenue growth
and improving margins, adding to investor optimism. LIC Hous-
ing Finance, a prominent player in India’s housing finance sec-
tor, is another stock on the analysts’ radar. The company’s focus
on retail home loans and affordable housing segments has helped
it navigate competitive pressures effectively. Recent regulatory
reforms and a favorable interest rate environment are expected
to boost loan growth and asset quality, underpinning LIC Hous-
ing Finance’s earnings outlook. Industry experts highlight that
LIC Housing Finance’s cautious approach to risk management
and strong distribution network give it a competitive edge. As
the housing market recovers, the company is poised to benefit
from increased demand for home financing, supported by gov-
ernment housing schemes and rising urbanization.The list of ten
mid-cap stocks with up to 40% upside potential includes com-
panies from diverse sectors such as technology, pharmaceuti-
cals, financial services, and consumer goods. These firms have
been selected based on a combination of strong fundamentals,
improving earnings trajectories, and favorable market condi-
tions.Several companies on the list are benefiting from sector-
specific growth drivers, such as digital transformation,
healthcare demand, and rising discretionary spending. Analysts
have conducted thorough research on their business models,
management quality, and financial health before recommending
these stocks.Investors are advised to consider factors like price-
to-earnings (P/E) ratios, debt levels, and recent market per-

formance while

evaluating

these recommendations.

Diversification across sectors is also encouraged to mitigate
risks inherent in mid-cap investing. The mid-cap segment’s re-
cent resurgence reflects broader optimism about India’s eco-
nomic recovery and corporate earnings growth. Analysts expect
that as global supply chains stabilize and domestic consumption
strengthens, mid-cap companies with solid fundamentals will
outperform.According to market expert Rajesh Mehta, “Mid-
cap stocks offer a sweet spot for investors looking for growth
without the extreme volatility seen in small-caps. With improv-
ing corporate earnings and supportive policy measures, the mid-
cap space is ripe for healthy gains.”However, experts also
caution that mid-cap stocks can be sensitive to macroeconomic
shifts and market sentiment. Inflationary pressures, interest rate
changes, or geopolitical developments could impact valuations.
Therefore, a measured and research-driven investment approach
is recommended. While the projected gains of up to 40% are en-
ticing, investors must remain aware of the inherent risks associ-
ated with mid-cap stocks. These companies may have less
liquidity compared to large-caps, and their stock prices can be

more volatile.

FPIs Pull Out Rs 8,749 Crore 1n June’s
First Week: Sharp Reversal After RBI
Rate Cut Signals Trend Shift

Foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPIs) have surprised the mar-
ket with a significant net out-
flow of Rs 8,749 crore in the
first week of June 2025, mark-
ing a sharp reversal from the
previous inflow trend. This
development comes on the
heels of the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) recent rate cut,
indicating a possible shift in
global investor sentiment and
raising questions about India’s
attractiveness amid evolving
economic and geopolitical dy-
namics. Data released by the
National Securities Deposi-
tory Limited (NSDL) reveals
that despite expectations that
the RBI’s monetary easing
would stimulate foreign in-
vestment, FPIs withdrew a
sizable sum from Indian eq-
uity and debt markets in the
first five trading days of June.
This reversal has led analysts
and market watchers to re-
assess the immediate outlook
for capital flows into India’s
markets. The RBI’s recent
policy decision to cut the repo
rate was widely viewed as a
move to boost growth, ease
borrowing costs, and support
economic activity in a slowing
global environment. Histori-
cally, such rate cuts tend to en-
courage foreign investment by
improving corporate prof-
itability and enhancing market
valuations. However, the first
week’s data suggests that FPIs
have responded with caution.
Several factors might have
contributed to this outflow.
Global investors remain wary
of inflationary pressures, po-
tential volatility in the US
Federal Reserve’s policy
stance, and geopolitical uncer-
tainties that affect emerging
market flows. Additionally,
concerns over India’s macro-
economic indicators, such as
the current account deficit and
fiscal deficit, may have influ-
enced sentiment. The Rs 8,749
crore net outflow includes sig-
nificant withdrawals from
both equities and debt instru-
ments. Indian equities experi-
enced selling pressure as FPIs
reduced their holdings, lead-
ing to increased volatility in
key indices like the Nifty 50
and Sensex. Debt markets also
saw some repricing, with
yields adjusting to the sudden
change in demand dynamics.

Market participants observed
a cautious approach by foreign
investors, even as domestic in-
stitutional investors and retail
participants continued to buy
selectively. The divergence
highlights a nuanced market
environment where domestic
confidence coexists with
global caution. Financial ex-
perts point out that the FPI
outflow does not necessarily

signal a long-term retreat but
rather a short-term recalibra-
tion. “Foreign investors are
navigating a complex land-
scape where central bank poli-
cies across the globe, currency
fluctuations, and geopolitical
risks are creating uncertainty.
India’s strong fundamentals
remain intact, but near-term
volatility is expected,” said
Arvind Kumar, Chief Market
Strategist at a leading broker-
age firm. Some analysts view
the rate cut as a double-edged
sword. While it supports
growth prospects, it may also
raise concerns about inflation
control and currency stability,
influencing FPIs’ risk assess-
ments. The Indian Rupee’s
performance often correlates
closely with foreign invest-
ment flows. Following the
outflow, the rupee experi-
enced depreciation pressures
against the US dollar, reflect-
ing a shift in capital move-
ment. Currency volatility can,
in turn, impact FPI decisions,
creating a feedback loop af-
fecting market stability.The
RBI may need to balance its
accommodative stance with
measures to stabilize the cur-
rency and maintain investor
confidence. While FPI behav-
ior influences market senti-
ment and liquidity, domestic
investors are advised to focus
on India’s underlying growth
story. India’s expanding mid-
dle class, ongoing infrastruc-
ture development, and policy
reforms continue to drive
long-term investment opportu-
nities. Retail and domestic in-
stitutional investors may find
value in the temporary volatil-
ity created by foreign out-
flows. However, prudent
portfolio management and risk
diversification remain essen-
tial amid changing market
conditions. Market experts an-
ticipate that the government
and the RBI will closely mon-
itor the situation. Policy inter-
ventions may be required to
reassure foreign investors and
stabilize capital flows. Com-
munication strategies empha-
sizing India’s economic
strengths and policy continu-

ity could help mitigate short-
term concerns. The RBI’s
monetary policy committee is
expected to remain vigilant,
balancing growth support with
inflation control, while ensur-
ing that financial markets re-
main resilient to external
shocks. The FPI outflow from
India must be seen within a
broader global context. Rising
interest rates in developed
economies, tightening mone-
tary policies, and geopolitical
tensions continue to influence
capital flows to emerging mar-
kets. Emerging market in-
vestors globally have
exhibited increased caution,
reallocating assets in response
to risk perceptions. India, de-
spite its strong growth funda-
mentals, is not immune to
these global investment shifts.
Market watchers suggest that
the current trend may be tem-
porary, with FPIs potentially
returning as macroeconomic
clarity improves and global
uncertainties abate.

India’s economic growth
trajectory, corporate earnings,
and government reforms pro-
vide a positive backdrop. In-
vestors are advised to stay
informed about policy devel-
opments and global cues,
while maintaining a long-term
perspective on market invest-
ments. The Rs 8,749 crore net
outflow by Foreign Portfolio
Investors in the first week of
June 2025 signals a significant
but potentially transient shift
in market dynamics following
the RBI’s rate cut.

This development under-
scores the sensitivity of for-
eign capital to global and
domestic factors, highlighting
the complex interplay between
monetary policy, investor sen-
timent, and economic funda-
mentals.

As India navigates this chal-
lenging environment, coordi-
nated efforts by policymakers,
market participants, and in-
vestors will be crucial to sus-
taining  confidence  and
ensuring that the country re-
mains an attractive destination
for foreign investment in the
medium to long term.

110-Stock Split Record Date Announced
for First-Ever Share Sub-Division: Multi-
bagger Stock Surges 281%

A leading company has an-
nounced the record date for a
historic 110-stock split — the
first-ever share sub-division of
this magnitude in the Indian
stock market. This milestone
event has been eagerly antici-
pated, especially as the stock
has emerged as a multibagger,
delivering a staggering 281%
return in just one year. The de-
cision to implement such a
massive stock split reflects the
company’s confidence in its
future prospects and commit-
ment to enhancing stock lig-
uidity and affordability for
retail investors. Market ex-
perts believe this move will
significantly broaden the
shareholder base and make the
stock accessible to a wider
segment of investors.A stock
split is a corporate action
where a company divides its
existing shares into multiple
shares to boost liquidity and
reduce the trading price per
share. However, a 110-stock
split is exceptional and un-
precedented in the Indian mar-
kets, where  companies
generally opt for splits ranging
from 2-for-1 to 10-for-1. By
announcing this large-scale
sub-division, the company
aims to bring down the share
price substantially, making it
attractive for small and
medium investors who were
previously priced out. The
split does not change the com-
pany’s market capitalization
but increases the number of

outstanding shares proportion-
ately. The stock in question
has been on a remarkable up-
ward trajectory over the past
year, appreciating by 281%.
This extraordinary growth has
been driven by a combination
of robust financial perform-
ance, strategic expansion
plans, and positive market
sentiment.Investors who en-
tered the stock a year ago have
seen their investments multi-
ply nearly threefold, cement-
ing the stock’s reputation as a
multibagger — a term used for
shares that generate returns
many times their initial invest-
ment.Key factors behind this
meteoric rise include strong
earnings growth, successful
product launches, and favor-
able industry trends. The com-
pany’s management has been
lauded for its visionary ap-
proach, capitalizing on emerg-
ing  opportunities  while
maintaining financial disci-
pline. The announcement of
the record date for the 110-
stock split has generated sig-
nificant excitement in the
market. Investors, especially
retail participants, are eager to
benefit from the improved af-
fordability and increased lig-
uidity expected
post-split.Stock  exchanges
have noted increased trading
volumes and heightened inter-
est in the days leading up to
the record date. Market ex-
perts suggest that the stock
split could trigger a fresh

in One Year

wave of buying, as smaller in-
vestors seek to capitalize on
the company’s growth story.
Analysts also caution, how-
ever, that while stock splits
enhance marketability, they
do not alter the fundamental
value of the company. In-
vestors are advised to evaluate
the company’s long-term
prospects alongside the bene-
fits of increased liquidity. Ex-
isting shareholders will see
their shareholding multiplied
by 110 times, with the price
per share adjusted accord-
ingly. This means an investor
holding one share prior to the
split will receive 110 shares
post-split, though the total
value of the investment re-
mains unchanged.The lower
per-share price post-split is
expected to attract new in-
vestors, potentially leading to
improved price discovery and
reduced volatility over time.
Moreover, institutional in-
vestors may find it easier to
add to their holdings without
significantly impacting the
stock price.

Name Change
| Balai Modak S/o - Lt. Surendra Nath

Modak residing at Vill- Berakamgachhi
P.O. Ranaghat P.S. Taherpur Dist.
Nadia. My father's actual name is
Surendra Nath Modak. That i have
changed my father's name Suren
Modak to Surendra Nath Modak. That
Lt. Surendra Nath Modak & Lt. Suren
Modak is the same & one identical
person vide affidavit no 16354 Ld.
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class Ranaghat
Nadia Dated 03/06/2025
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Suvendu Adhikari’s Bhowanipore
Challenge Hits Roadblock Amid
South Kolkata BJ P Inﬁghtlng

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
leader and Leader of Opposi-
tion in the West Bengal As-
sembly, Suvendu Adhikari’s
much-publicised challenge to
Chief Minister =~ Mamata
Banerjee in the Bhowanipore
constituency is facing unex-
pected turbulence — not from
the ruling Trinamool Congress
(TMC), but from within his
own party. With internal fac-
tionalism in the BJP’s South
Kolkata unit reaching a boil-
ing point, Adhikari’s strategic
efforts to make inroads into
Mamata’s political bastion ap-
pear to be losing momentum.
The political spotlight has re-
turned to Bhowanipore ever
since Suvendu Adhikari, fresh
from his high-decibel cam-
paign in the Lok Sabha polls,
began signaling intentions to
lead the charge in West Ben-
gal’s most symbolic seat in the
2026 Assembly elections.
However, insiders reveal that
Adhikari’s plans are being
hampered by the deepening
cracks within the South
Kolkata BJP, where local
leadership tussles and ideo-
logical rifts have pushed the
organizational machinery into
disarray. According to sources
within the state BJP, senior
district functionaries have ex-
pressed growing discontent
with what they describe as a
“top-down approach” by the
state leadership. Many grass-
roots workers allege they are
being sidelined, while a select
few leaders close to Adhikari
are being parachuted into de-
cision-making roles. This has
led to simmering resentment
in the South Kolkata unit,
which has long been divided
between old-timers loyal to
the RSS-backed structure and
newer entrants handpicked by
Adhikari after his 2020 switch
from the TMC. The result has
been visible on the ground.
Coordination meetings for
booth-level strengthening in
Bhowanipore have seen dwin-
dling attendance. Several BJP
workers who had been active
in earlier civic and assembly
campaigns have reportedly
withdrawn from campaign du-
ties. Attempts to identify a
strong local face for the con-
stituency have also stalled,
with infighting clouding con-
sensus.While Suvendu Ad-
hikari continues to publicly
project confidence, declaring
at recent rallies that “Bhowa-
nipore will be the epicenter of
Bengal’s political change,”
the internal disarray tells a
more complicated story. Even
though Adhikari is not offi-
cially the BJP’s declared can-
didate for the seat, his frequent
visits to the area, focus on mi-
nority outreach, and criticism
of Mamata Banerjee’s con-
stituency development record
have made it clear that he is
positioning himself for a di-

rect face-off. Party insiders
suggest that the BJP central
leadership is aware of the situ-
ation and has taken note of in-

ternal  reports  regarding
factionalism. However, with
the party currently undergoing
a broader post-Lok Sabha as-
sessment in Bengal — where
it failed to make the expected
gains — intervention from
Delhi has been measured and
delayed. There is also caution
within the central BJP about
overplaying the challenge to
Mamata Banerjee, especially
after her emphatic by-election
victory from Bhowanipore in
2021. Bhowanipore, an urban,
cosmopolitan  constituency
with a large non-Bengali pop-
ulation, has traditionally been
seen as a TMC stronghold, de-
spite being one of the few
urban seats where the BJP had
shown initial promise during
the 2019 general elections.
However, Mamata Banerjee’s
personal popularity, strategic
welfare outreach, and strong
organizational control have
kept the TMC firmly ahead.
Reversing that narrative
would require not just a high-
profile challenger but a united
BJP front, which currently
seems elusive. Further com-
plicating matters for Suvendu
Adhikari is the perception that
the BJP’s South Kolkata oper-
ations are being run more
from his Medinipur strong-
hold than from the con-
stituency itself. Local BJP
leaders feel alienated from
campaign decisions, and there
is a growing belief that the
leadership is out of touch with
Bhowanipore’s unique demo-
graphic and socio-political nu-
ances. Adding fuel to the fire
are recent social media posts
by BJP-affiliated youth work-
ers accusing the district lead-
ership of nepotism and
ignoring grassroots feedback.
Some posts even hinted at sab-
otage during recent door-to-
door campaigns, suggesting
that local units had deliber-
ately undermined efforts
spearheaded by Adhikari’s
team. Though these claims re-
main unverified, they reflect

Satabdi Roy Offers Prayers at

Naihati's

Boro Maa Temple

Following Film Release

On Saturday, June 7,
2025, Trinamool Congress
(TMC) Member of Parlia-
ment from Birbhum and
acclaimed actress Satabdi
Roy visited the revered
Boro Maa Kali Temple in
Naihati, North 24 Par-
ganas, to offer prayers.
The visit coincided with
the release of her latest
film, "Batshorik," marking
her return to the silver
screen after a significant
hiatus. The Boro Maa Kali

Temple, established in 1923, is renowned for its 22-foot-tall idol
of Goddess Kali, a manifestation of the Divine Mother in her
fierce form. The temple holds immense spiritual significance
and attracts thousands of devotees annually, especially during
Kali Puja and other Amavasya observances. Roy, who has bal-
anced her dual roles as a politician and actress, expressed deep
reverence during her visit. "This is my first time visiting Boro
Maa, and I feel truly blessed," she remarked. "With the release
of 'Batshorik,' I sought the Goddess's blessings for the film's suc-
cess and the well-being of all." Her presence at the temple drew
a considerable crowd, with many devotees and fans gathering
to catch a glimpse of the actress-turned-politician. Amidst the
spiritual ambiance, discussions arose regarding political matters,
including references to fellow TMC leader Anubrata Mondal.
Roy, however, adeptly navigated the conversations, maintain-

ing the sanctity of the occasion.

"Batshorik," a family-centric

thriller, delves into intricate relationships and hidden secrets.
Roy portrays the character of Swapna, bringing depth and nu-
ance to the role. The film also features Ritabhari Chakraborty
and is anticipated to resonate with audiences seeking compelling
narratives. The Boro Maa Kali Temple's rich history and cul-
tural significance make it a focal point for both spiritual seekers
and cultural enthusiasts. Roy's visit underscores the enduring
connection between art, spirituality, and public service in West

Bengal's vibrant tapestry.

the depth of the organizational
malaise the party is grappling
with in one of Bengal’s most
watched constituencies.
Meanwhile, the Trinamool
Congress appears to be watch-
ing the BJP’s internal drama
with quiet confidence. Senior
TMC leaders have dismissed
Suvendu Adhikari’s Bhowani-
pore ambitions as “a media
spectacle,” pointing to the
BJP’s inability to hold the seat
even at its peak in 2021.
“They don’t need Mamata
Banerjee to defeat them in
Bhowanipore. They are doing
it themselves,” quipped a
TMC councillor from the area,
speaking on condition of
anonymity. On the ground,
TMC cadres have already
started soft campaign activity,
with ‘Didi Ke Bolo’ follow-
up visits being conducted reg-
ularly and welfare scheme
beneficiaries being encour-
aged to share their stories pub-
licly. While the party is yet to
officially launch its 2026 As-
sembly campaign, it has
begun the process of consoli-
dating its base quietly and ef-
ficiently. Political analysts say
the turbulence in South
Kolkata BJP comes at a time
when the party should be fo-
cusing on course correction
after underwhelming perform-
ances in Bengal’s recent elec-
tions. “Suvendu Adhikari has
managed to become the BJP’s
principal face in Bengal, but
he is still struggling to control
the party’s internal contradic-
tions. Bhowanipore, being a
high-stakes seat, is where
these contradictions are be-
coming visible,” noted politi-
cal commentator Sabyasachi
Basu Ray Chaudhury. Despite
the challenges, BJP sources
say Adhikari is not backing
down. Plans are underway to
reconstitute key cells within
the Bhowanipore unit, launch
targeted outreach among mid-
dle-class voters, and bring in
external campaign strategists.
However, whether these
moves can repair the trust
deficit between the leadership
and local units remains uncer-
tain.

Sundarbans
Closed to Tourists
from June 15 to
September 15 to
Protect Wildlife

Breeding Season

The West Bengal Forest De-
partment has announced a
three-month closure of the
Sundarbans Tiger Reserve to
tourists, effective from June 15
to September 15, 2025. This
annual restriction aims to pro-
vide a disturbance-free envi-
ronment for wildlife during
their critical breeding period.
The Sundarbans, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and the
world's largest mangrove for-
est, is home to the Royal Ben-
gal Tiger, estuarine crocodiles,
spotted deer, and over 290 bird
species. The monsoon months
are vital for the reproduction of
many species, and human ac-
tivity during this time can dis-
rupt nesting and mating
behaviors. This closure is part
of the Integrated Resources
Management Plan (IRMP),
which seeks to balance conser-
vation efforts with sustainable
tourism.

By limiting human interfer-
ence during the breeding sea-
son, the Forest Department
aims to enhance the reproduc-
tive success of various species
and maintain the ecological
balance of the region. Tourists
and wildlife enthusiasts are ad-
vised to plan their visits out-
side the restricted period.

PM Modi to Visit Nandigram on June 20
to Mark West Bengal Day Celebratmns

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is scheduled to visit
Nandigram in East Midnapore
district on June 20 as part of
the official celebrations of
West Bengal Day. The event,
being held under the Union
government’s initiative to ob-
serve foundation days of all
states and union territories, is
expected to have significant
political, cultural, and histori-
cal undertones — especially
given Nandigram’s place in
recent Bengal political history
and the BJP’s renewed efforts
to strengthen its presence in
the state. The decision to cele-
brate June 20 as West Bengal
Day was taken by the Centre
following recommendations
by a committee of historians
and cultural experts. The date
commemorates the 1947 reso-
lution passed by the Bengal
Legislative Assembly to parti-
tion the province of Bengal,
which led to the formation of
the present-day Indian state of
West Bengal. This historical
context gives the observance a
symbolic weight, particularly
at a time when identity, mem-
ory, and regional pride are
being politically foregrounded
across India. PM Modi’s pres-
ence in Nandigram — a town
that became nationally known
due to the fierce land agitation
in the mid-2000s and later as
the site of a high-voltage elec-
toral battle between Tri-
namool Congress supremo
Mamata Banerjee and BJP’s
Suvendu Adhikari in the 2021
Assembly polls — adds a dra-
matic dimension to the event.
Sources in the BJP confirm
that the choice of Nandigram
is not merely symbolic, but
part of a broader strategy to
reclaim the political narrative
in Bengal by re-engaging with
sites of resistance and trans-
formation.Preparations for the
Prime Minister’s visit are al-
ready underway in Nandi-

gram, with the BJP’s state unit
working closely with central
agencies to organize a cultural
programme, speeches, and
community interactions. The
event will include tributes to
the freedom fighters and re-
formers of Bengal, with a spe-
cial focus on the region’s role
in India’s independence
movement and socio-political
awakening.According to gov-
ernment sources, PM Modi is
expected to deliver a keynote
address that will touch upon
Bengal’s contributions to
India’s democratic ethos, the
importance of regional cul-
tures in shaping national unity,
and the Centre’s commitment
to development in Eastern
India. He is also likely to in-
voke themes of “vikas” (de-
velopment), “virasat”
(heritage), and “ekta” (unity),
positioning West Bengal Day
as both a remembrance and a
renewal of Bengal’s legacy
within the broader Indian
framework. The Prime Minis-
ter’s visit is being seen as a
political statement, especially
given the continuing tension
between the BJP-led Centre
and the TMC-led state gov-
ernment. The West Bengal
government, led by Mamata
Banerjee, has not officially
recognized June 20 as the
state’s foundation day and has
previously opposed attempts
by the Centre to commemo-
rate the date. The state’s Tri-
namool Congress leaders
argue that the day signifies the
partition of Bengal and should
not be celebrated. Instead,
they have proposed alternative
historical milestones to repre-
sent Bengal’s legacy.How-
ever, the BJP maintains that
June 20 is a fitting day to
honor the constitutional and
political birth of West Bengal.
Party leaders say that far from
glorifying partition, the com-
memoration seeks to acknowl-

Former Visva-Bharati VC Bidyut
Chakrabarty Criticizes TMC
Leader Anubrata Mondal Amid
Ongoing Political Tensions

Former Visva-Bharati University Vice-Chancellor Bidyut
Chakrabarty has openly criticized Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader Anubrata Mondal. Chakrabarty, whose tenure at the uni-
versity was marked by several controversies, has accused Mon-
dal of threatening him, reflecting the deep-seated tensions
between academic institutions and political entities in the region.
Chakrabarty's allegations date back to March 2021, when he
penned a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who also
serves as the Chancellor of Visva-Bharati University. In the let-
ter, Chakrabarty claimed that Mondal had threatened to "teach
him a lesson" after the West Bengal Assembly elections, ex-
pressing concerns for his and his family's safety. He urged the
Prime Minister to take necessary steps to ensure their well-being
. The former Vice-Chancellor's tenure from 2018 to 2023 was
fraught with disputes, including a land row with Nobel Laureate
Amartya Sen and controversies over plaques installed at the uni-
versity that omitted the name of its founder, Rabindranath
Tagore. These incidents often brought the university into the po-
litical spotlight, with Chakrabarty frequently at the center of de-
bates concerning the institution's direction and governance .
Chakrabarty's recent criticisms of Mondal are seen by many as
part of a broader narrative of political interference in academic
institutions. In 2021, over 200 faculty members of Visva-Bharati
wrote to Prime Minister Modi, highlighting concerns about the
"worsening law and order situation and political interference"
on campus. They alleged that real issues were being overlooked,
and the sanctity of the institution was being compromised . The
ongoing tensions between Chakrabarty and TMC leaders like
Mondal reflect the complex interplay between politics and aca-
demia in West Bengal. As the state continues to navigate these
challenges, the need for clear boundaries between educational
institutions and political entities becomes increasingly evident to
preserve the integrity and autonomy of academic spaces.

Suvendu Adhikari Demands NIA Probe into
TMC MLA's Remarks onOperatlon Sindoor

West Bengal's Leader of Op-
position, Suvendu Adhikari,
has called for a National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA)
probe into comments made by
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
MLA Narendranath
Chakraborty regarding Opera-
tion Sindoor. Chakraborty,
representing the Pandabeswar
constituency in Paschim Bard-
haman district, described the
operation as a "staged drama"
orchestrated in coordination
with Pakistan, leading to sig-
nificant backlash from the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and other political figures. Op-
eration Sindoor, a recent mili-
tary initiative by the Indian
government, has been a point
of national pride and political
discourse. Chakraborty's re-
marks, suggesting the opera-
tion was a scripted event
aimed at manipulating public
sentiment, have been met with

strong criticism. He stated
during a public rally, "The
way they (BJP) have started
this Sindoor Khela (game of
vermilion) it seems that the
entire episode is a staged
drama. This warmongering by
the BJP is nothing but a game.
In Operation Sindoor, PM
Modi has played with the
emotions of patriotic people,
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edge the difficult choices
made by Bengali leaders and
the resilience of people who
rebuilt their lives after 1947.
The saffron party hopes that
by reclaiming historical mo-
ments with dignity, it can cre-
ate a stronger cultural
connection with Bengal’s
electorate.Security arrange-
ments for PM Modi’s visit are
being ramped up, with East
Midnapore district administra-
tion coordinating with central
intelligence and security agen-
cies. Nandigram has been de-
clared a high-sensitivity zone,
and additional security per-
sonnel are being deployed to
ensure smooth conduct of the
event.

Local law enforcement has
also been instructed to remain
alert, given the political sensi-
tivities of the location. In
Nandigram, preparations are
visible on the ground. Public
buildings and roads are being
cleaned and decorated, hoard-
ings bearing PM Modi’s
image alongside iconic figures
from Bengal’s history — in-
cluding Netaji Subhas Chan-

Rabindranath

dra
Tagore, Syama Prasad Mook-

Bose,

erjee, and Swami
Vivekananda — are being put
up. Local BJP leaders are mo-
bilizing party workers from
surrounding areas to ensure a
strong turnout.

Meanwhile, the TMC has
criticized the Centre’s deci-
sion to hold a statehood cele-
bration in Nandigram without
the state government’s in-
volvement. Senior leaders of
the ruling party have accused
the BJP of politicizing Ben-
gal’s history and using federal
events for partisan gain. TMC
spokespersons have reiterated
that any celebration of Ben-
gal’s identity should be inclu-
sive and driven by the state’s
cultural institutions, not im-
posed from Delhi.The timing
of PM Modi’s visit is also
being viewed in light of the
upcoming 2026 West Bengal
Assembly elections. Though
the BJP failed to win the state
in 2021 despite an aggressive
campaign, it continues to be
the main opposition force and
is working to consolidate its

base in key districts, espe-
cially in the south and central
regions of Bengal. Nandigram
— where Suvendu Adhikari
defeated Mamata Banerjee by
a narrow margin in 2021 —
remains a symbolic victory
point for the party.Political an-
alysts say the BJP is trying to
leverage cultural nationalism
and regional pride to rebuild
momentum in Bengal.

“By choosing to mark West
Bengal Day in Nandigram, the
BJP is tapping into layered
historical memory. It is also
reasserting that Bengal’s past
belongs to all Indians, not just
to one party or ideology,” said
political commentator Sub-
hamoy Maitra.

At the same time, there is
concern among civil society
groups and local historians
that the politicization of his-
tory could lead to unnecessary
polarization.

Several academics have
pointed out that while June 20
is historically significant, any
observance should be rooted
in dialogue and consensus, not
political rivalry.

Job Aspirants Express Deep Skepticism
Over SSC's New Recruitment Notification

The Staff Selection Commis-
sion's (SSC) recent announce-
ment regarding its updated
recruitment process has been
met with widespread skepti-
cism and concern among job
seekers across India. While
the SSC aims to streamline
and enhance transparency in
its recruitment procedures,
many candidates feel that the
changes may inadvertently ex-
acerbate existing issues rather
than resolve them. One of the
primary apprehensions re-
volves around the perceived
lack of transparency in the se-
lection process. Candidates
have voiced concerns over the
normalization process used in
exams, alleging that it often
leads to discrepancies in
scores. Instances where candi-
dates with lower raw scores
end up with higher normalized
scores have been cited, lead-
ing to questions about the fair-
ness of the system. Moreover,
the absence of a waiting list
mechanism has been a long-
standing issue. Without a
waiting list, many seats re-
main vacant if selected candi-
dates choose not to join,
leaving deserving candidates
without opportunities. Aspi-

including women." Adhikari
responded by asserting that
such statements raise serious
concerns about national secu-
rity. He emphasized the need
for the NIA to investigate
whether Chakraborty pos-
sesses any links to anti-India
forces, stating, "If
Chakraborty has prior knowl-
edge or insights into such a

rants have been advocating for
the introduction of a waiting
list to ensure that no seat goes
unfilled due to administrative
oversights. The process of
post preference filling has also
come under scrutiny. Candi-
dates are often required to fill
in their preferences without
clear information about the
number of vacancies in each
post or location. This lack of
clarity can lead to candidates
being allotted posts far from
their hometowns or in depart-
ments they did not prioritize,
causing dissatisfaction and, in
some cases, candidates declin-
ing the offer. Discussions on
online forums have high-
lighted these issues, with
many suggesting that the SSC
adopt a counseling-like sys-
tem, similar to the Joint Seat
Allocation Authority (JoSAA)
used for engineering admis-
sions. Such a system would
allow for multiple rounds of
seat allocation, giving candi-
dates a better chance to secure
a post that aligns with their
preferences and qualifications.
The SSC's delays in releasing
notifications and exam calen-
dars have added to the frustra-
tion aspirants.  The

heinous act, it is imperative
that the NIA take him into
custody for questioning to un-
cover the source and credibil-
ity of his information."The
BJP's minority cell has filed a
First Information Report (FIR)
against Chakraborty at the
Kulti Police Station, accusing
him of making anti-national
statements that belittle the
valor and sacrifice of the
armed forces. In response to
the controversy, senior TMC
leader and West Bengal min-
ister Chandrima Bhattacharya
clarified that Chakraborty's
comments were his personal
views and not representative
of the party's stance. She
stated, "We do not support the
statement; it is his personal re-
mark. Our CM Mamata
Banerjee and senior leader
Abbhishek Banerjee have made
it clear that the TMC will not
give any political statement on

postponement of the Com-
bined Graduate Level (CGL)
Examination 2025 notifica-
tion, initially expected on June
9, has left many candidates in
a state of uncertainty. Without
a clear timeline, candidates
find it challenging to plan
their preparation and applica-
tion strategies effectively. To
ensure that all vacancies are
filled and deserving candi-
dates are not left out due to ad-
ministrative lapses.Clear
guidelines and explanations
on how scores are normalized
to prevent discrepancies and
build trust among candi-
dates.Providing  candidates
with comprehensive data on
post-wise and location-wise
vacancies to make informed
choices during the preference
filling stage.Adhering to a
strict schedule for releasing
exam notifications and calen-
dars to help candidates plan
their preparation effectively.

Operation Sindoor, nor will it
participate in any debate or
criticism concerning Opera-
tion Sindoor, in the interest of
the nation." Chakraborty,
when approached for com-
ments, claimed that his state-
ments were "twisted and
misinterpreted with an ulterior
political motive."

He emphasized his respect
for the Indian army and its op-
erations against terrorists in
Pakistan. The incident has in-
tensified the political rivalry
between the TMC and BJP in
West Bengal, highlighting the
sensitivity surrounding na-
tional security issues and the
impact of political rhetoric on
public perception.

As the situation unfolds, the
demand for an NIA probe un-
derscores the seriousness with
which such statements are
being treated in the current po-
litical climate.
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Trump’s Immigration Bill and Its
Ripple Effect on Remlttances to India

President ~ Donald
Trump s much-hyped “big,
beautiful” immigration bill—
officially known as the Re-
forming American
Immigration for a Strong
Economy (RAISE) Act—re-
mains a potent symbol of
America’s shifting stance to-
ward legal migration. While
the legislation never fully
passed into law during his
presidency, Trump has vowed
to revive and toughen it
should he return to office.
Amid this, Indian families and
policymakers are keeping a
watchful eye on what such a
policy resurrection could
mean—particularly for the re-
mittance lifeline that links In-
dian households to the U.S.
Remittances from Indian
workers abroad have long
played a crucial role in the In-
dian economy. In 2023, India
remained the top recipient of
global remittances, receiving
approximately $125 billion,
with the United States con-
tributing a significant share—
nearly 23% —of that total. For
millions of Indian families, es-
pecially in Kerala, Punjab,
Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil
Nadu, monthly transfers from
sons, daughters, and siblings
working abroad fund every-
thing from groceries and rent
to education and medical ex-
penses. The Indian govern-
ment too reaps indirect
benefits, as remittance inflows
strengthen the rupee and help
offset trade deficits.Trump’s
proposed legislation, however,
upends the very pathways that
have enabled these financial
flows. The core of the RAISE
Act is a merit-based points
system that prioritizes English
proficiency, high levels of ed-
ucation, and exceptional job
skills. In turn, it seeks to dra-

matically cut back on family-
based immigration—tradition-
ally the most common route
for Indians to settle in the U.S.
Under this plan, visas for ex-
tended family members, such
as siblings and adult children
of U.S. citizens, would be
eliminated or heavily re-
stricted. For the Indian dias-
pora, which has relied heavily
on family reunification pro-
grams, this change could re-
duce the number of new
immigrants over time, espe-
cially those with limited re-
sources or employment
opportunities. In essence, the
flow of new Indian workers
into the U.S. could slow, dis-
rupting the upward trajectory
of remittances. Many of the
people who currently remit
money to India did not arrive
on high-skilled H-1B visas but
through family-sponsored im-
migration or other categories
that would be curtailed by the
bill. Moreover, Trump's rhet-
oric around raising minimum
salaries for H-1B visa holders
and implementing stricter

labor market tests could dis-
courage U.S. companies from
hiring Indian professionals in
bulk. This has a potential
twofold consequence. First, it
could narrow the pipeline of
Indian tech talent entering the
U.S. workforce. Second, it
may place current H-1B work-
ers in precarious positions re-
garding  their long-term
residency or employment
prospects—Ileading to reduced
financial security and lower
remittance capacity. It is also
worth noting that immigration
policies in the U.S. are closely
watched by the Gulf countries
and Europe, where large num-
bers of Indian migrants live
and work. Any move by the
U.S. to close its doors could
spur other nations to adopt
similarly conservative ap-
proaches, further squeezing
Indian  workers’  options
abroad. This cascading effect
might hit low- and middle-in-
come workers the hardest,
who send regular, small-ticket
remittances that collectively
form the backbone of rural

Rahul Gandhi Alleges ‘Big Fixing’
in Maharashtra Elections; BJP Hits
Back Wlth Sharp Rebuttal

A fresh political storm has
erupted ahead of the crucial
Maharashtra Assembly elec-
tions as Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi alleged that large-
scale "fixing" had taken place
during the recent electoral
process. His remarks, made
during an interaction with
party workers and the media,
have drawn sharp criticism
from the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), which has ac-
cused him of undermining
democratic institutions and
discrediting the mandate of
the people.Addressing a gath-
ering in Mumbai on Thursday,
Rahul Gandhi claimed that the
2024 Assembly elections in
Maharashtra were “tainted by
manipulation at multiple lev-
els,” implying that the results
did not reflect the will of the
people. Without providing
concrete evidence, Gandhi al-
luded to irregularities in the
counting process, alleged mis-
use of government machinery,
and covert alliances that, ac-
cording to him, distorted the
electoral outcome."The people
of Maharashtra know what
happened in this election.
There has been big fixing—
call it manipulation or match-
fixing—but it was not a fair
fight. We were up against not
just our political opponents
but also an unfair system that
was working to defeat us at
every step,” Gandhi said. He
went on to suggest that the
Election Commission failed in
ensuring a level playing field
and claimed that key institu-
tions were no longer function-
ing independently.Gandhi's
remarks come at a time when
the Congress is regrouping
with its allies under the
INDIA bloc to strengthen its
position in Maharashtra, a po-
litically volatile state that has
seen frequent changes in gov-
ernment over the past five
years. The Congress leader
did not name individuals or
parties involved in the alleged
“fixing,” but his statements
were clearly directed at the
ruling BJP and its allies in the
state, particularly Eknath
Shinde’s Shiv Sena faction
and Ajit Pawar’s Nationalist
Congress  Party  (NCP)
group.The BJP reacted swiftly
and strongly. Union Minister
and senior BJP leader Piyush

Goyal condemned Gandhi’s
statement, calling it “a delib-
erate attempt to question the
mandate of the people and cre-
ate confusion.” He asserted
that the BJP’s victory in sev-
eral constituencies across Ma-
harashtra was a result of hard
work, grassroots organization,
and popular support for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership.“Rahul Gandhi is
once again showing his frus-
tration. Whenever the people
reject the Congress, he blames
the system, the EVMs, or
imaginary conspiracies. This
is an insult to the voters of
Maharashtra who have exer-
cised their democratic rights
peacefully and decisively,”
Goyal said at a press briefing
in Delhi. He added that the
Election Commission of India
had conducted the elections in
a transparent and fair manner,
and any allegations to the con-
trary were “baseless and irre-
sponsible.” Other BJP leaders
in Maharashtra also weighed
in, with Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis accus-
ing Gandhi of “playing victim
politics.” Fadnavis said that
the Congress had failed to in-
spire confidence among vot-
ers, and its leadership crisis
was the real reason behind its
poor performance, not any so-
called electoral malprac-
tice.“Rahul Gandhi hould look
inward. His own alliance part-
ners are drifting away from
him. The voters of Maharash-
tra chose stability, gover-
nance, and development. The
BJP-led alliance won because
we have a strong record to
stand on. Making wild allega-
tions is not going to bring
Congress back into rele-
vance,” Fadnavis remarked. In
contrast, leaders from the
INDIA bloc, particularly the

Shiv Sena (UBT) and the
Sharad Pawar-led NCP fac-
tion, stood by Rahul Gandhi’s
claims. They echoed concerns
about what they described as
“institutional manipulation”
and demanded an inquiry into
election-day complaints, espe-
cially in constituencies where
margins of victory were un-
usually narrow or where
polling booths reported abnor-
mal turnout patterns.Uddhav
Thackeray, speaking at a joint
opposition press conference in
Mumbai, stated that the
INDIA bloc would not remain
silent and would take the mat-
ter up in Parliament and in
court if needed. “This is not
about one election. It is about
democracy and people’s faith
in the system. If we don’t raise
our voices now, future elec-
tions will become meaning-
less,” Thackeray said. The
Election Commission of India
has not issued a formal re-
sponse to Rahul Gandhi’s re-
marks, but sources within the
poll body suggested that all
complaints received during
the Maharashtra elections
were handled with due dili-
gence. Officials reiterated that
the counting process was con-
ducted in the presence of rep-
resentatives from all major
parties and that no credible ev-
idence of tampering had been
submitted so far.Political ana-
lysts are divided over
Gandhi’s comments. Some
view it as a calculated move to
keep the opposition base ener-
gized and to question the le-
gitimacy of the BIJP-led
government’s rise in Maha-
rashtra. Others believe it re-
flects the Congress party’s
ongoing struggle to reconcile
with its electoral setbacks,
both at the national and state
levels.

economies back home. There
is also a psychological factor
to consider.

Trump's policies tend to
create an atmosphere of un-
certainty. Fear of deportation,
visa rejection, or discrimina-
tion often compels families to
cut back on remittances to
save for potential emergencies
or relocation costs. Even if
new rules don’t apply retroac-
tively, the fear itself can
dampen the willingness of im-
migrants to commit money
overseas.

These behavioral shifts, al-
though hard to quantify imme-
diately, could have lasting
impacts. Yet, some experts
argue that the Indian remit-
tance story is too big and too
entrenched to be undone by a
single policy shift. India’s
strong educational system
continues to produce a mas-
sive number of STEM gradu-
ates eager to work abroad.
U.S. universities remain a top
destination for Indian stu-
dents, many of whom later
transition into the workforce.

If the U.S. tightens legal im-
migration, these students
might simply find other coun-
tries—Ilike Canada or Aus-
tralia—more appealing. But
the U.S. would lose a large
portion of remittance-linked
productivity and innovation in
the process. In India, the gov-
ernment is already exploring
diversification strategies, in-
cluding bilateral labor pacts
with countries like Germany,
the UK, and Japan. These ef-
forts could offset some losses
should the U.S. market shrink
under a Trump 2.0 regime.
However, replicating the scale
and volume of U.S.-India re-
mittances in such a short time
is unlikely. The emotional and
cultural pull of the U.S. for In-
dian migrants is difficult to
match elsewhere.

The Trump campaign’s re-
newed focus on “America
First” immigration may ener-
gize his voter base, but it risks
alienating a vital workforce
that contributes to both the
U.S. and Indian economies.
For India, any shift in U.S.
policy must be monitored not
just through a geopolitical lens
but through a financial one.
The upcoming U.S. election
will not just determine who
occupies the White House—it
may also determine the fate of
billions of dollars that sustain
households across the Indian
subcontinent.Indian families
remain cautiously optimistic.
Many continue to hope that bi-
partisan consensus or eco-
nomic pragmatism will soften
the harsher edges of Trump’s
immigration proposals. But
until there is clarity, uncer-
tainty will hover like a
cloud—thick, unsettling, and
heavy with consequences for
the global remittance econ-
omy.

India’s Extreme Poverty Falls to

5.3% from 27.1%:

World Bank

Report Signals Major Progress

The latest World Bank report revealing that the proportion of
the population living in extreme poverty has fallen dramati-
cally—from 27.1% in 2011 to just 5.3% in 2021. This sharp de-
cline marks one of the most remarkable improvements in
poverty reduction anywhere in the world over the past decade
and underscores the scale of India’s socio-economic transfor-
mation. The report, titled “Poverty and Shared Prosperity:
India’s Progress in the 21st Century”, credits a combination of
rapid economic growth, increased public investment in rural de-
velopment, direct cash transfer schemes, food subsidies, and im-
proved access to basic services as key drivers of this progress.
While the COVID-19 pandemic did temporarily disrupt income
levels, especially for informal workers, India's resilient social
safety nets and post-pandemic economic recovery helped mini-
mize long-term damage to poverty alleviation efforts. According
to the World Bank’s analysis, India has not only reduced the rate
of extreme poverty — defined as individuals living on less than
$2.15 per day (in purchasing power parity terms) — but has also
made strides in improving shared prosperity. The report indi-
cates that income growth for the bottom 40% of India’s popula-
tion outpaced the national average between 2011 and 2021, a
positive sign for equitable development. The most notable de-
cline in extreme poverty was seen in rural India, where rates fell
from over 30% to under 6%. This was largely attributed to im-
proved agricultural productivity, expanded rural employment
programs such as the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), and improved access to
electricity, sanitation, and clean drinking water. Government
schemes aimed at housing, toilets, and cooking gas for the poor
also played a pivotal role in improving quality of life indicators
in the hinterlands. Urban India, while traditionally faring better
on poverty indicators, also registered a consistent decline in ex-
treme poverty. However, urban areas experienced greater
volatility during the pandemic due to large-scale job losses in
the informal sector. The report highlights that the rapid urban
recovery, bolstered by digital payments and e-commerce, helped
urban poverty rates bounce back more quickly than expected by
2022. The World Bank report also credits the use of technology
and data as essential to India’s poverty alleviation success. The
expansion of the Aadhaar biometric identification system and
its integration with government welfare programs has enabled
more efficient targeting of subsidies and minimized leakages.
Direct Benefit Transfers (DBTSs), especially in the wake of the
COVID-19 lockdowns, ensured that millions of poor households
received timely financial support with minimal bureaucratic
delay. Despite these gains, the report does caution that vulnera-
bility still remains high. While extreme poverty has declined, a
sizable portion of the population continues to live just above the
poverty line, making them susceptible to economic shocks,
health emergencies, or climate-related disruptions. The pan-
demic, though managed effectively in India’s case, highlighted
the fragility of incomes for many informal workers and daily
wage earners. Another area flagged in the report is the growing
inequality between states. Southern and western states such as
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and Maharashtra have consistently
reported lower poverty rates, while states like Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Jharkhand continue to face chal-
lenges due to weaker infrastructure, lower educational outcomes,
and health service deficits. The World Bank suggests that greater
fiscal decentralization and targeted investments in lagging re-
gions could help bridge these disparities. Responding to the re-
port, India's Ministry of Finance welcomed the findings,
describing them as “validation of India’s commitment to inclu-

sive development.”

In a statement, the ministry noted that the

government’s approach—rooted in empowerment, infrastruc-
ture, and digital governance—has played a central role in lift-
ing millions out of poverty. The government also emphasized
that schemes such as Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (housing),
Ujjwala (clean cooking fuel), Swachh Bharat (sanitation), and
Jal Jeevan Mission (drinking water) had delivered not just serv-

ices, but dignity to the poor.

COVID-19 Cases Rise in Odisha
Ahead of Puri Rath Yatra; Gov-
ernment Issues Public Advisory

The Odisha government has
raised an alert following a
sudden spike in COVID-19
cases in the state. With around
30 new cases reported over the
past few days, health authori-
ties have swung into action, is-
suing fresh advisories to
ensure the festival proceeds
without compromising public
health. The Rath Yatra, one of
the most anticipated religious
processions in India, is set to
begin in the second half of
June. Every year, millions of
devotees gather in Puri to wit-
ness the ceremonial chariot
procession of Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra, and Devi
Subhadra from the Jagannath
Temple to the Gundicha Tem-
ple. The sheer scale of human
movement during this period
poses a major challenge for
health administration, espe-
cially when a resurgence of in-
fections, however minor, is
detected. According to the
Odisha Health Department,
the recent COVID-19 uptick is
limited but significant, as the
reported cases are scattered
across multiple districts, in-
cluding Khurda and Puri.
While there is no indication of
severe illness or hospitaliza-
tion, the government has clas-
sified the situation as “under
watch” and has urged citizens
to act responsibly, especially
during large public gatherings.
The state’s health minister,
Niranjan Pujari, while ad-
dressing the media, stressed
the importance of vigilance.
He confirmed that the cases
are being monitored closely
and that genome sequencing
of samples is being carried out
to rule out any new or highly
transmissible variants. He also
stated that the majority of pa-
tients are either asymptomatic
or have mild symptoms and
are recovering under home
isolation. In view of the up-
coming Rath Yatra, the state
government has advised all
devotees, temple servitors, po-
lice personnel, and civic vol-
unteers to adhere to basic
COVID-19 precautions. The
advisory emphasizes the use
of face masks in crowded
areas, frequent hand sanitiza-
tion, and maintaining physical
distance wherever possible.
Though no mandatory restric-
tions have been imposed as of
now, authorities have not
ruled out introducing crowd
control measures if the case
numbers continue to rise. Dis-
trict officials in Puri have al-
ready begun sensitization
campaigns at the local level.
Loudspeakers mounted on ve-
hicles are being used to dis-

seminate health messages in
Odia and Hindji, urging people
to wear masks, avoid close
contact, and refrain from at-
tending the Yatra if they are
feeling unwell. Health desks
are being set up near major
entry points of the city and
along the Grand Road—the
main route of the Rath Yatra
procession—to screen visitors
for symptoms. The Odisha
government has also directed
the Health and Family Wel-
fare Department to coordinate
with district hospitals and en-
sure that adequate stock of
testing kits, personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE), and es-
sential medicines is
maintained. Special medical
camps are being planned
along the route to attend to pil-
grims who might show signs
of illness or exhaustion during
the multi-day celebration. Si-
multaneously, the Shree Ja-
gannath Temple
Administration (SJTA), the
nodal body overseeing the re-
ligious and logistical aspects
of the Rath Yatra, has issued
its own set of guidelines. It has
urged the devotees to consider
watching the Yatra on televi-
sion or through online live-
streaming platforms to reduce
overcrowding.

While entry into the sanc-
tum of the temple is regulated
year-round, this year too, there
may be movement restrictions
around the chariot area to en-
sure that health advisories are
not violated. In a significant
move, the Odisha State Disas-
ter Management Authority
(OSDMA) has been instructed
to remain on standby. With
the onset of monsoon and the
surge in human congregation,
both medical and logistical
preparedness are being treated
as top priorities.

Emergency  response
teams, ambulances, and mo-
bile clinics will be deployed in
larger numbers than previous

years. The recent rise in
COVID-19 cases is not unique
to Odisha. Sporadic surges
have been reported in other
parts of the country, including
Delhi, Maharashtra, and Kar-
nataka. While national num-
bers remain relatively low and
under control, health experts
have warned against compla-
cency, especially during mass
gatherings, religious festivals,
and travel seasons.Experts
from the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
have stated that the virus,
though less virulent in its cur-
rent form, continues to mutate.
They emphasized that vulner-
able populations—such as the
elderly, immunocompromised
individuals, and those with
chronic illnesses—must re-
main cautious.

The presence of mild
waves, even if not cata-
strophic, has the potential to
burden the local healthcare in-
frastructure if left unchecked.
Meanwhile, vaccination cov-
erage in Odisha remains ro-
bust, with more than 95% of
the eligible population having
received at least two doses.
Booster coverage, however, is
still in the process of ramping
up, particularly among senior
citizens and frontline workers.
The health department has re-
newed its campaign to encour-
age booster dose uptake
before the Rath Yatra begins.
For the people of Odisha, par-
ticularly devotees of Lord Ja-
gannath, the Rath Yatra is not
just a religious festival—it is
an emotion that binds commu-
nities together.

But in the post-pandemic
era, there is also a collective
awareness that devotion must
be balanced with responsibil-
ity. The public response to the
advisory so far has been
largely positive, with local
markets already reporting an
uptick in the sale of masks and
sanitizers.

Delhi Airport to Cancel 114 Daily
Flights for Three Months Amid
Infrastructure Expans10n

Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport will cancel
approximately 114 flights per
day over a span of three
months. The decision has been
taken in light of major infra-
structure expansion and run-
way repair work being
undertaken at India’s busiest
aviation hub. The temporary
reduction in flights is aimed at
easing operational stress and
ensuring safety while con-
struction activity takes place
on a large scale.The announce-
ment comes at a time when
Delhi Airport is preparing to
accommodate future growth,
with the ongoing expansion of
Terminal 1, upgrade of runway
surfaces, and improvement of
taxiways and airside capacity.
These developments are con-
sidered essential to handling
the projected surge in air traf-
fic, particularly ahead of the
upcoming festive and winter
seasons, when air travel tradi-
tionally witnesses a spike. Ac-
cording to officials at Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL), the cancellations will
be staggered and distributed
across both domestic and inter-
national carriers, with the af-
fected airlines already
informed of the schedule ad-
justments. The affected period
is expected to last from early
July to late September 2025,
with partial resumption of nor-
mal services depending on the
pace of construction and
weather conditions.The flight
reductions will largely affect

o Y

operations during non-peak
hours, although some high-fre-
quency routes — such as Delhi
to Mumbai, Bengaluru, and
Hyderabad — may also see
service modifications. Airlines
have been directed to prioritize
essential travel and business
routes while scaling down less
busy sectors temporarily. In-
ternational flights will be im-
pacted to a lesser extent, but
adjustments may still occur
during night-time and early
morning slots. Civil aviation
authorities have clarified that
the move is temporary and
aimed at long-term benefits. A
spokesperson from the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation stated
that the modernization of the
Delhi airport infrastructure is
crucial to meeting future de-
mands and enhancing passen-
ger experience. “While this
will cause inconvenience in the
short term, the upgrades are
expected to add capacity, re-
duce congestion, and improve

punctuality in the longer run.
We are working closely with
all stakeholders to ensure pas-
sengers are informed in ad-
vance and can make alternate
arrangements,” the official
said. Airlines have started re-
vising their flight schedules ac-
cordingly. IndiGo, India’s
largest carrier by market share
and a major user of Delhi Air-
port’s Terminal 1, confirmed it
will reduce its daily departures
from Delhi during the affected
period.

The airline has promised to
offer flexible rebooking op-
tions and full refunds to af-
fected passengers. Vistara and
Air India have also announced
similar measures, with a focus
on rerouting or rescheduling
passengers to minimize disrup-
tion.Airport officials have set
up a special helpdesk and are
collaborating  with airline
ground staff to manage the an-
ticipated confusion and pas-
senger queries.
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Erling Haaland Strikes as Nor-
way Ends 25-Year Drought,
Beats Italy in Thrilling FIFA

World Cup Qualifier

FIFA World Cup qualifying match that will be remembered for
years, Norway secured a historic victory over Italy, ending a 25-
year wait for a win against the European powerhouse. The stand-
out performer of the evening was none other than Erling Haaland,
the Norwegian goal-scoring phenomenon, whose clinical strike
sealed the triumph and sparked celebrations across the Scandi-
navian nation. The match, held at Oslo’s Ullevaal Stadion, was a
high-stakes encounter with both teams vying for crucial points
in the European qualification group. Italy, a four-time World Cup
champion with a legacy of tactical mastery and resilience, were
heavy favorites. Norway, while an emerging force in recent years,
had never managed to overcome the Italians on such a big stage
for a quarter of a century. From the opening whistle, the intensity
was palpable. Italy controlled possession early on, demonstrating
their trademark disciplined build-up and probing attacks. How-
ever, Norway’s defensive organization was resolute, and the
home crowd provided an electric atmosphere, fueling the team’s
confidence and energy. As the game progressed, Norway began
to assert themselves more in midfield, disrupting Italy’s rhythm
and launching dangerous counter-attacks. Erling Haaland, known
for his physicality, pace, and sharp finishing, was a constant threat
to the Italian defense. His movement off the ball and ability to
find pockets of space created multiple opportunities. The break-
through came in the 57th minute. A swift Norwegian counter saw
Haaland receive a perfectly weighted pass inside the box. With
cool composure, he evaded a defender and fired a precise shot
into the bottom corner, beyond the reach of Italy’s goalkeeper.
The stadium erupted as Haaland ran towards the fans, his signa-
ture celebration echoing the passion and pride of the Norwegian
supporters. Following the goal, Italy intensified their efforts,
throwing men forward in search of an equalizer. The visitors cre-
ated several chances, testing the Norwegian goalkeeper with
powerful shots and set-piece deliveries. Yet, Norway’s defense
held firm, demonstrating remarkable discipline and resilience
under pressure. In the final minutes, Italy pushed hard, but the
Norwegian team displayed maturity and tactical awareness, man-
aging the game effectively to preserve their historic lead. When
the final whistle blew, the scoreboard read Norway 1, Italy 0 —
a result that sent shockwaves through the football world. This
victory marks Norway’s first competitive win over Italy since
1998, a quarter-century milestone that speaks volumes about the
progress the Scandinavian nation has made in international foot-
ball. For fans and players alike, it was a testament to persever-
ance, talent development, and strategic growth. Erling Haaland’s
contribution cannot be overstated. The young striker’s goal not
only secured the win but also reinforced his status as one of the
world’s most feared forwards. His performance was a masterclass
in positioning, timing, and finishing, highlighting why top Euro-
pean clubs have vied to secure his services. Post-match, Haaland
expressed his joy and pride, dedicating the victory to the team
and the nation. “This win means a lot to all of us. Italy is a great
team with a strong history, and to beat them after so many years
is special. The support from our fans gave us the extra push we
needed,” he said. Norwegian coach praised the entire squad for
their discipline and belief. “We played with heart and intelli-
gence. The players showed great character, especially in defense,
and Erling’s goal was the icing on the cake. This result motivates
us to push forward in the qualifiers,” he remarked. Italy’s coach
acknowledged the setback but remained optimistic about his
team’s chances. “It was a tough match against a well-prepared
Norway side. We made mistakes we must learn from, but there’s
still a long way to go in this qualification campaign,” he com-
mented.The win injects fresh hope and excitement into Norway’s
World Cup qualification hopes, placing them in a strong position
within their group. Meanwhile, Italy must regroup and reassess
their strategies as they face the challenge of securing a place in
the world’s biggest football tournament.This match also served
as a reminder of football’s unpredictable and thrilling nature,
where emerging teams can rise and established giants can face
unexpected challenges. The passionate Norwegian fans cele-
brated long into the night, proud of their team’s historic accom-
plishment and eager to see what lies ahead.Norway’s 1-0 victory
over lItaly, powered by Erling Haaland’s decisive strike, is a land-
mark moment in their footballing history.

Complaint Filed Against Virat
Kohli in Bengaluru Stampede Case:
Legal Proceedings Underway

A formal complaint has been
lodged against Indian cricket
superstar Virat Kohli in con-
nection with the tragic stam-
pede incident that occurred
recently in Bengaluru. The
stampede, which resulted in
several injuries and casualties,
has triggered a wave of public
outrage and legal scrutiny. Au-
thorities have now included
Kohli’s name in the ongoing
investigation as a key figure,
sparking widespread attention
across the country. The stam-
pede took place during a large
public event held in Ben-
galuru, where thousands of
people had gathered, leading
to chaotic scenes as crowd
control measures failed to
contain the overwhelming
number of attendees. The inci-
dent exposed serious lapses in
safety protocols and planning,
prompting officials and the
public to demand accountabil-
ity from organizers and promi-
nent individuals associated
with the event. Virat Kohli,
one of India’s most celebrated
cricketers and a prominent
public figure, was involved in
promoting the event, which
has become a focal point of
the investigation. According
to sources, the complaint al-
leges negligence and failure to
ensure adequate safety meas-
ures at the venue, implicating
Kohli alongside other organiz-
ers. The complainant has ac-
cused him of not fulfilling his
responsibility towards the
safety of the public, given his
influential position. Legal ex-
perts note that including a
celebrity like Kohli in such a
case is rare but not unprece-
dented, especially when pub-
lic figures are linked to

large-scale events. The com-
plaint aims to hold all respon-
sible parties accountable to
prevent such tragic incidents
in the future and to ensure jus-
tice for the victims. Following

statement read. Public reac-
tion to the complaint has been
mixed. While many demand
stringent investigation and
punishment for all involved,
some fans and supporters of

the filing of the complaint, the
Bengaluru Police have regis-
tered a case and begun a thor-
ough inquiry. They are
collecting evidence, examin-
ing security arrangements, and
questioning event organizers,
security personnel, and wit-
nesses to understand the se-
quence of events leading to
the stampede. Virat Kohli’s
representatives have been con-
tacted for statements and clar-
ifications. In a brief statement
released by his management
team, Kohli expressed deep
sorrow over the incident and
extended his sympathies to the
victims and their families.
“Virat Kohli is deeply sad-
dened by the unfortunate
events at the Bengaluru venue.
He is fully cooperating with
the authorities and hopes that
justice will be served,” the

Kohli have voiced concerns
about rushing to blame the
cricketer without a complete
understanding of the facts. So-
cial media platforms have seen
heated debates, with calls for
fair investigation processes
alongside demands for ac-
countability. The stampede it-
self has become a stark
reminder of the challenges
faced in managing large gath-
erings in India, where infra-
structure and crowd control
measures often lag behind the
scale of events. Authorities are
under pressure to review and
upgrade safety norms, crowd
management techniques, and
emergency response systems to
prevent future tragedies. This
case also raises broader ques-
tions about the role and respon-
sibility of celebrities and
influencers who endorse or as-

sociate with public events. Ex-
perts argue that with their mas-
sive following and influence,
these personalities must ensure
due diligence regarding the
safety and management of
events they support, to avoid
complicity in negligence.Legal
analysts predict that the com-
plaint against Kohli could lead
to a protracted legal process,
involving detailed investiga-
tions and possibly court pro-
ceedings. The outcome of the
case could set important prece-
dents regarding the accounta-
bility of public figures in
similar situations. Meanwhile,
the families of those injured or
killed in the stampede continue
to demand justice and compen-
sation. The government and
local authorities have an-
nounced relief measures and
promised stricter regulations
for future events. As the inves-
tigation unfolds, the nation
watches closely how the legal
system handles this high-pro-
file case. The complaint against
Virat Kohli has added a new
dimension to the tragedy, em-
phasizing the importance of re-
sponsibility at every
level—from organizers to pro-
moters to public figures—in
safeguarding lives during
large-scale events. The filing of
a complaint against Virat Kohli
in the Bengaluru stampede
case highlights the complexi-
ties involved in attributing ac-
countability in incidents of
mass public gatherings. While
the investigation continues, the
hope remains that lessons will
be learned and measures im-
plemented to prevent such
heartbreaking incidents in the
future, ensuring safety and jus-
tice for all.

Jannick Sinner Shocks Novak Djokovic to Reach
French Open Final, Set to Face Carlos Alcaraz

Rising star Jannick Sinner produced a re-
markable performance to defeat world No.
1 Novak Djokovic, booking his place in the
final of one of tennis’s most prestigious
Grand Slam tournaments. The Italian sen-
sation, just 21 years old, overcame the sea-
soned champion in a gripping match that
captivated fans worldwide. Sinner’s next
challenge will be an equally thrilling en-
counter against Carlos Alcaraz, the young
Spanish prodigy who secured his own place
in the final with a dominant display. The
semifinal clash between Sinner and
Djokovic was anticipated as a battle of
youth versus experience, with Djokovic’s
quest for yet another Grand Slam title pitted

against the fiery ambition of the talented
Italian. From the outset, Sinner demon-
strated exceptional composure and confi-
dence, refusing to be overwhelmed by the
magnitude of the occasion or his opponent’s
legendary status. Sinner’s game plan was
clear: aggressive baseline play combined
with calculated shot selection to disrupt
Djokovic’s thythm. Utilizing his powerful
forehand and swift movement on the clay
court, Sinner pressured Djokovic relent-
lessly. His ability to dictate rallies and main-
tain intensity throughout the match proved
crucial in tilting the balance in his favor.
Djokovic, renowned for his resilience and
tactical prowess, fought valiantly, showing

tennis.

glimpses of brilliance with his defensive
skills and precise returns. However, Sin-
ner’s consistent aggression and mental for-
titude kept the world No. 1 on the back foot
for much of the match. Crucial moments
saw Sinner capitalizing on break points and
maintaining composure under pressure, key
factors that ultimately determined the out-
come. The match extended over several
thrilling sets, with momentum swinging be-
tween the two players, but Sinner’s hunger
and energy carried him through to the finish
line. As the final point was played, the
crowd erupted in applause, acknowledg-
ing the emergence of a new force in men’s

KL Rahul Smashes
Century in First Match

KL Rahul announced his arrival in England with a commanding
century in his very first match after reaching the country, sending
a strong message to the selectors and cricket fans alike. His out-
standing performance has virtually cemented his place as an
opener for India’s upcoming first Test against England, boosting
the team’s confidence ahead of what promises to be a challeng-
ing series. Rahul’s journey to this milestone was keenly watched
by cricket enthusiasts, as questions loomed over India’s opening
combinations following inconsistent performances earlier in the
season. Known for his elegant stroke play and adaptability,
Rahul’s ability to adjust quickly to English conditions was on
full display during this innings. The match in which Rahul
scored the century was a crucial warm-up game ahead of the
Test series, giving him a vital platform to showcase his form and
technique. Arriving fresh from India, Rahul wasted no time set-
tling into the rhythm, displaying excellent timing and compo-
sure. He crafted his innings with a mix of classical shots and
aggressive stroke-making, dealing confidently with England’s
pace attack that was probing the pitch with swing and seam
movement. From the start, Rahul looked comfortable against the
moving ball, leaving deliveries judiciously and playing each ball
on merit. His footwork was precise, and he exhibited remarkable
patience to build the innings steadily. The crowd and teammates
alike were visibly impressed as Rahul reached the coveted three-
figure mark, a feat that had eluded him in recent overseas out-
ings. As the innings progressed, Rahul showed a blend of
resilience and flair, accelerating the scoring at key moments to
keep the scoreboard ticking. His ability to rotate strike effec-
tively and punish loose deliveries allowed India’s batting lineup
to gain momentum. The century not only bolstered his confi-
dence but also sent a clear signal to the team management about
his readiness to take on the responsibility of opening the innings.
Experts analyzing Rahul’s performance noted that his innings
was marked by technical soundness and mental toughness—
qualities essential for succeeding in English conditions, where
swing and seam can test even the most accomplished batsmen.
His shot selection was impeccable, steering clear of unnecessary
risks while capitalizing on scoring opportunities. With the first
Test against England looming, Rahul’s innings adds much-
needed stability to India’s top order. The selectors had been con-
templating various options to counter England’s formidable
bowling lineup, but Rahul’s form has likely made the decision
easier. His century in this match will be a key factor in the team’s
final composition. Indian team coach and captain both expressed
their satisfaction with Rahul’s form in their pre-match com-
ments. The coach praised Rahul’s ability to adapt quickly and
highlighted his experience as a valuable asset for the team. “KL
Rahul’s innings today shows why he is such an important player
for us. His technique and temperament in these conditions give
us a strong foundation at the top,” he said.Meanwhile, Rahul re-
mained humble yet optimistic about his performance. “Scoring
a century here gives me confidence, but the real challenge starts
with the Test series. I’'m focused on contributing to the team’s
success and adapting to whatever the conditions demand,” Rahul
remarked in a post-match interview. This century also marks a
significant personal milestone for Rahul, reinforcing his status
as one of India’s premier batsmen in all formats. His ability to
perform under pressure and adapt to different conditions will be
crucial as India aims to challenge England on their home turf—
a feat that requires patience, skill, and determination. For Indian
cricket fans, Rahul’s century is a welcome boost amid anticipa-
tion for the much-awaited Test series. It signals that India’s bat-
ting unit is shaping up well, with experienced players ready to
step up and deliver. In addition to Rahul’s contribution, the
warm-up match allowed the Indian squad to acclimatize to Eng-
lish conditions, understand pitch behavior, and fine-tune their
strategies. The team’s overall performance showed promise,
with bowlers and fielders also getting valuable practice ahead
of the official series. KL Rahul’s century in his first match after
landing in England is a significant achievement that boosts his
chances of opening the innings for India in the upcoming Test.
His composed and technically sound innings against a quality
bowling attack underscores his readiness to face the challenges
of English conditions. With this performance, Rahul has not only
answered critics but also ignited hope among fans and team-
mates for a strong start to India’s Test campaign in England.

Lionel Messi’s Boyhood Club Suspends 9-Year-

Olds Over Photo with Rival Team Player

Newell’s Old Boys, the Ar-
gentine football club where
Lionel Messi began his illus-
trious career, has come under
the spotlight after suspending
a group of 9-year-old players
from its youth academy. The
disciplinary action was taken
after the children were pho-
tographed posing with a
young player from a rival
club, sparking controversy
and intense debate about
sportsmanship, rivalry, and the
culture of football at the grass-
roots level. Newell’s Old
Boys, based in Rosario, Ar-
gentina, holds a special place
in the hearts of football fans
worldwide as the club where
Messi’s extraordinary journey
started. Known for nurturing
young talent, the club’s youth
academy has produced several
professional footballers over
the years. However, the recent
decision to suspend children
as young as nine years old for
a seemingly innocent photo
has raised eyebrows and trig-
gered discussions on social
media and in football circles.
According to reports, the inci-
dent occurred during a local
youth tournament where
Newell’s Old Boys’ under-9
team was competing. After the
match, a group of players was
captured smiling and standing
alongside a boy from a rival
team in a casual photograph.
While many saw it as a harm-
less display of camaraderie

and sportsmanship, the club’s
management viewed it differ-
ently. Sources within the club
indicated that the photo was
considered a breach of the
club’s internal code of con-
duct, which emphasizes loy-
alty, competitive spirit, and
the importance of team unity.
The management reportedly
felt that posing for pho-
tos with opposing play-
ers could undermine the
club’s competitive ethos,
especially given the
fierce rivalry between
local teams. As a result,
the club took the strict
step of suspending the
involved children from |
training and upcoming |
matches for an unspeci-
fied period. The decision
was communicated to
the parents, who ex-
pressed mixed reactions
ranging from shock to
disappointment. Many
parents questioned the
severity of the punish-
ment, pointing out the young
age of the players and the pos-
itive message of friendship
and respect the photo seemed
to convey. “The children are
just kids; they should be en-
couraged to build friendships
and learn values like respect,
not punished for it,” said one
concerned parent. Others
called for a more balanced ap-
proach that fosters healthy
competition while promoting

good sportsmanship from an
early age. The incident has
sparked a wider debate about
the culture of football rivalries
and discipline in youth sports.
Experts and commentators
weighed in, emphasizing the
need to balance competitive
spirit with teaching young ath-
letes important life lessons

such as empathy, teamwork,
and mutual respect. “Football
is not just about winning; it’s
about building character. At
the grassroots level, children
should be encouraged to enjoy
the game and form positive re-
lationships, even with oppo-
nents,” remarked a youth
sports coach. “Strict discipli-
nary actions for something as
innocent as a photo could send
the wrong message to kids.”

Social media platforms saw a
surge of opinions, with some
users criticizing Newell’s Old
Boys for overreacting and oth-
ers defending the club’s inten-
tion to maintain discipline and
instill a sense of pride and loy-
alty among its players. The
hashtag related to the incident
trended briefly, highlighting
how even small ac-
tions can become
flashpoints in the pas-
sionate world of foot-
ball. Newell’s Old
Boys later issued a
statement addressing
the matter. The club
acknowledged  the
concerns raised by
parents and fans but
reiterated its commit-
ment to maintaining
high standards of dis-
cipline and respect
within its teams. The
statement also empha-
sized that the club
supports sportsman-
ship and friendship
but within the framework of
respect for team values and
traditions.Meanwhile, Lionel
Messi’s connection to the club
added a layer of complexity to
the story. Fans reminisced
about Messi’s early days at
Newell’s Old Boys, where the
focus was not just on compet-
itive success but also on nur-
turing young talent with
values of humility and team-
work. Many  questioned

whether such a strict discipli-
nary approach aligns with the
legacy Messi represents.This
episode serves as a reminder
of the challenges faced by
youth sports organizations in
managing rivalry and disci-
pline. While the passion for
football runs deep, especially
in countries like Argentina
where the sport is almost a re-
ligion, striking the right bal-
ance in youth training
environments is crucial.As the
suspended players await the
club’s final decision on the du-
ration of their punishment, the
incident has already sparked
discussions on how football
academies worldwide might
revisit their codes of conduct to
better align with modern views
on child development and
sportsmanship. The suspension
of 9-year-old players at Lionel
Messi’s boyhood club over a
photo with a rival team player
has ignited a debate on youth
sports culture, discipline, and
the values we instill in young
athletes. While Newell’s Old
Boys seeks to uphold tradition
and team loyalty, the wider
football community is calling
for a more compassionate ap-
proach that celebrates friend-
ship and respect alongside
healthy competition. The inci-
dent stands as a poignant les-
son on the need to nurture not
just great players but also great
human beings from the very
start of their sporting journeys.
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