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Union Minister for Panchay-
ati Raj and Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
Rajiv Ranjan Singh alias
Lalan Singh called on Presi-

dent Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New
Delhi on Tuesday.

"Scared When
We Think About
Travelling By
Train": Survivors
0f Bengal Crash

New Delhi, 18 June: Sur-
vivors of an double train crash
that killed nine people de-
scribed on Tuesday their terror
when a driver missed a signal
and rammed a goods train into
a passenger express.The force
of the crash on Monday was so
strong that one carriage was ini-
tially thrust high into the air,
precariously balanced on an-
other.Heavy goods carriages
were flung off the tracks, lying
high in tumbled piles.

"I did not feel like I was
going to survive," said one pas-
senger, Arti Roy, who lost her
belongings when the carriages
crumpled, twisted and then
flipped oft the rails.The inci-
dent in West Bengal is the latest
to hit India's rail network,
which carries millions of pas-
sengers each day -- and the
most recent reported failure of
drivers missing signals.Ja-
hangir Alam, 35, who lives near
the crash site in the Phansidewa
area of Darjeeling, rushed to
offer his help.He said the sight
of the wrecked trains terrified
him."These accidents that are
happening are very dangerous,"
he said."Whenever we think
about travelling by train, we
feel scared inside."

Jaya Varma Sinha, chair-
man of India's Railway Board,
said that the driver of the goods
train had "disregarded the sig-
nal" and hit the back of the pas-
senger train.The driver and his
co-driver both died in the crash.
Sinha said the casualties could
have been worse, but a guard
wagon and two others carrying
post at the back of the passen-
ger train took the brunt of the
crash.Officials said Tuesday
that the number of dead had
risen to nine after one of the
around 50 injured died in hos-
pital."The death toll from the
accident has risen to nine, with
the death of an injured passen-
ger," Eastern Railway official
Kausik Mitra told AFP.

"Around 40 injured people
are still admitted to the hospital,
but their condition is stable." But
the express train -- minus its
final five carriages which were
derailed or damaged -- was able
to limp on and continue its jour-
ney.It reached Kolkata with
about 500 passengers on Mon-
day night."It was a horrific ex-
perience," said Antara Das, 35,
told AFP. "God has saved
us."Trains resumed operating on
parallel tracks, with work to re-
pair the line and clear the twisted
metal debris of the carriages ex-
pected to finish later Tuesday.

Many of the carriages
have since been cleared from
the lines, pushed onto the
grassy verge.As trains passed
them on Tuesday morning, pas-
sengers stared out at the wreck-
age.India has one of the world's
largest rail networks and has
seen several disasters over the
years, the worst in 1981 when a
train derailed while crossing a
bridge in Bihar, killing an esti-
mated 800 people.

Kavach implementation
progressing rapidly on
3,000 km routes: Railways

New Delhi, 18 June: A day after
the collision of two trains in West

Bengal, the Railway Ministry
Tuesday said the implementation
of Automatic Train Protection Sys-
tem, also known as Kavach, is
going on in a rapid manner on
3,000 route kilometer, and once
completed it will help prevent such
accidents. A goods train rammed
into the stationary Sealdah-bound
Kanchanjunga Express near Ran-
gapani, 30 km from the New Jal-
paiguri station in Siliguri, on
Monday morning killing 10 people
and injuring around 40. The acci-
dent triggered a wave of criticism
of the railways over the delay in
the implementation of the Kavach.

In response, the ministry said
Kavach is a very complex system
involving six major sub-systems:
laying optical fibre cable along the
track, installing telecom towers
along tracks, installing telecom
equipment on these towers and on
trains, setting up data centres at
stations and integrating them with
the signal system, installing
equipment on tracks; and finally
installing equipment on locomo-
tives and trains.

"The system was finally cer-
tified in 2019. Despite Covid chal-
lenges, work progressed and now
the railway as well as equipment
manufacturers are geared up to
take up large projects. At this
point of time, work is progressing
rapidly on 3,000 km routes. De-

sign work for other routes is also
progressing very fast," a senior of-
ficial from the railway ministry
said, requesting anonymity.

According to the railways,
the Kavach system, developed by
the Research Designs and Stan-
dards Organisation (RDSO), can
trigger automatic application of
brakes in case of an emergency
when the train driver fails to act in
time, ensuring safe train opera-
tions even in bad weather.

"So far, Kavach has already
been implemented on 1,465 route
km and 121 locomotives. Besides,
the Agra division has developed a
complete Kavach network on the
80-km stretch between Mathura
(excluding the station) and Palwal
to conduct trials on various types
of engines and trains," the official
said.Recently, the Railway Board
Chairperson and CEO Jaya Verma
Sinha and railway officials of
North Central and Northern Rail-
ways inspected a Kavach trial in
Vande Bharat train between Pal-
wal and Vridavan.

Sinha, while travelling in the
eight-car set Vande Bharat, which
ran at 160 kmph speed, had a first
hand experience of Kavach work-
ing system at red signals, loop
lines and other speed restriction
points. The Railway Ministry also
said there is a steep decline in the
number of consequential train ac-
cidents, from 473 in 2000-01 to 40
in 2022-23.

oPatna, 18 June: A portion of an
under-construction bridge col-
lapsed in Bihar' Araria today. The
concrete bridge over the Bakra
River, built after spending crores,
came apart in seconds. Visuals
showed the bridge, over the fast-
flowing Bakra River, tilted on one
side and a crowd gathered on the
banks of the river near the bridge,
recording the moment it col-
lapsed.

There are no reports of in-
juries. The bridge was constructed
for ease of commute between
Kursakanta and Sikti in the Araria
district of Bihar. Built at I 12
crore, the bridge collapsed before
its inauguration. The collapsed
portion washed away within sec-
onds and the people started run-
ning toward safety. In another

video, a few people are standing
dangerously close to the edge of
the remaining portion of the bride.
While many people are standing
under it.

A major part of the collapsed
portion was built over the river.
The section built on the banks of
the Bakra River remains intact. In
March this year, one person was
killed and several others were
trapped after an under-construc-
tion bridge collapsed in Bihar's
Supaul. The bustling construction
site near Maricha turned into a
scene of chaos and devastation
after the collapse in the morning,
prompting urgent rescue efforts by
local authorities and volunteers.

According to reports, the
bridge was being built at a cost of
% 984 crore over the river Kosi.

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge party leader Rahul Gandhi addresses a press conference and re-
taining his Rae Bareli Lok Sabha seat while party leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will contest from Wayanad
seat, in New Delhi on Monday. Party General Secretary KC Venugopal is also seen.

The accident bears an uncanny re-
semblance to the collapse of an
under-construction  bridge in
Bihar's Bhagalpur, which had
sparked a wr of words between
the state government and the op-
position BJP.

A part of a Rs 12 crore
under-construction bridge over the
Bakra River collapsed in Bihar's
Araria district on Tuesday. A
video of the Bihar bridge collapse
showed the plunged ramp struc-
ture submerged half in the river,
while one of the pillars inclined.
Reports suggested that the bridge,
being constructed on the Padaria
Ghat was slated for inauguration
soon.

Locals have alleged the use
of poor quality material in the
bridge construction and demanded

strict action against the contrac-
tors and public works department
officials responsible. Similar con-
cerns were voiced by the local
BJP MLA Vijay Kumar who al-
leged negligence by the construc-
tion company's owner.

"The bridge has collapsed
due to negligence by the construc-
tion company's owner. We de-
mand that the administration
should conduct an investigation,"
Sikti MLA said.

According to details, the
bridge's construction was com-
plete, but since the approach roads
had yet to be completed, it was not
opened to the public. Eight pillars
were constructed in the third
phase, while the remaining eight
pillars were constructed in the first
and second phases.

Alka Yagnik's 'Rare Condition'
That Led To Hearing Loss

New Delhi, 18 June: Veteran
Bollywood singer Alka Yagnik,
who revealed that she has been di-
agnosed with a "rare sensory hear-
ing loss" due to a viral attack, has
suffered a type of hearing loss
caused by damage to the inner ear
or the nerve pathways that transmit
sound from the ear to the brain.
According to Dr Manish Munjal,
Vice Chairman, ENT, Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, Delhi, sudden sen-
sory hearing loss is a medical
emergency as it can become irre-
versible if not aggressively treated
in 48-72 hours. "The centre of the
problem is the inner ear organ
called Cochlea, where it happens
due to damage to the hair cells,"
Munjal told IANS on Tuesday.The
causes may range from simple
viruses like Herpes, Varicella, and
Mumps or sudden loud exposure
to noise levels above 85 decibel
(dB).Munjal also mentioned that

this disorder may also result from
more serious causes like painkiller
overdose, chemotherapy, tumour
compression, meningitis and
stroke. "The need of the hour is
usually to rush to an ENT special-
ist to get the necessary ear exami-
nation done as well as get an
audiometry test. Once diagnosed,
the treatment may require a cock-
tail of antivirals, oral and intratym-
panic steroids, as well as rest from
noisy environments," he
stated.According to the doctor,
once the treatment is initiated, the
chances of recovery are usually 70
per cent and above.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi slams PM Narendra
Modi for maintaining 'silence' on Neet exam issue

New Delhi, 18 June: Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
hit out at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for maintaining "silence" on
the NEET exam issue and asserted
that his party is committed to
strongly raising the voice of the
youth from the streets to the Par-
liament for ensuring strong poli-
cies against paper leaks.

The former Congress presi-
dent said the arrests made in
Bihar, Gujarat and Haryana
clearly show that there has been
organised corruption in the exam-
ination in a planned manner and
added these BJP-ruled states have
become the "epicentre" of paper
leaks.

"Narendra Modi, as usual, is
maintaining silence on the tam-
pering with the future of more
than 24 lakh students in the NEET
examination," Gandhi said in a

post on X in Hindi.

"The arrests made in Bihar,
Gujarat and Haryana clearly show
that there has been organised cor-
ruption in the examination in a
planned manner and these BJP
ruled states have become the epi-
centre of paper leak," he claimed.

In the manifesto, the Con-
gress had guaranteed to secure the
future of the youth by making
strict laws against paper leaks.
"While fulfilling the responsibility
of the opposition, we are commit-
ted to formulate such tough poli-
cies by strongly raising the voice
of the youth from the streets to the
Parliament and putting pressure
on the government," he said.

Gandhi's remarks came after
the Supreme Court on Tuesday
said even if there was "0.001 per
cent negligence" on the part of
anyone in the conduct of the

NEET-UG 2024 examination, it
should be thoroughly dealt with.

Observing that students have
to labour hard while preparing for
these examinations, the apex court
said the litigation pertaining to the
National Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (Undergraduate)-2024 exam-
ination ought not be treated as ad-
versarial.

"Even if there is 0.001 per
cent negligence on the part of any-
one, it should be thoroughly dealt
with," a vacation bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and SVN Bhatti told
the advocates appearing for the
Centre and the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

The NTA conducts the all
India pre-medical entrance test.

The bench was hearing two sepa-
rate petitions raising grievances,
including on grace marks given to
the students in the examination
held on May 5. The NEET PG
2024 exam is scheduled to be held
on 23 June online at various cen-
tres across the country. The NEET
PG 2024 admit card will be issued
on 18 June. The NEET PG 2024
result is expected to be declared
on 15 July.

NEET PG 2024 exam will be
held online in computer-based
mode. The medium of the NEET
PG 2024 exam is English. The du-
ration of the exam is 3 hours 30
minutes. The exam paper will be
divided into 3 sections. There will
be sectional timing for each sec-
tion. There will be a total of 200
multiple-choice questions in the
NEET PG 2024 exam, carrying a
total of 800 marks.

US, India must remain at forefront of lﬂ(:llllﬂlﬂ!lv for Iarger strategic interest: Ajit Doval

New Delhi, 18 June: India and the US
must remain at the forefront of develop-
ing critical technologies as part of a
larger strategic interest, National Secu-
rity Advisor Ajit Doval said on Tuesday
in presence of his American counterpart
Jake Sullivan.Doval's comments came a
day after he and Sullivan unveiled a raft
of transformative initiatives to deepen
India-US cooperation in areas of artifi-
cial intelligence, semiconductor, critical
minerals, advanced telecommunication
and defence space.

"The US and India have got to re-
main at the forefront of technology in
case we need to protect and defend our
value systems and it is part of a larger
strategic interest," Doval said. The Na-
tional Security Advisor (NSA) was ad-
dressing the iCET (India-US initiative
on Critical and Emerging Technology)
industry roundtable hosted by Confeder-

ation of Indian Industry (CII).

The iCET was launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and US Presi-
dent Joe Biden in May 2022 with an aim
to forge greater collaboration between
India and the US in areas of critical tech-
nologies.In his remarks, Doval high-
lighted the role of industry in technology
and the progress of iCET since its incep-
tion, according to a CII statement.

"iCET has achieved more than we
could imagine," Doval said, highlighting
the progress made across the defence in-
novation roadmap and startups, and em-
phasised the importance of the
semiconductor industry.In his address,
Sullivan noted three important buckets
for technology partnerships, the first
being innovation, the second as produc-
tion, and the third being deployment.

The top Biden administration offi-
cial highlighted the importance of inno-

L

| 4

vation and emphasised the need for gov-
ernment support for the private sector.
There exists bipartisan support for In-
dian industry in the US, he said adding
that building the ecosystem and supply
chain is the key to production.

Sullivan said that the core of iCET
is about the idea of India and US being
able to support each other and to encour-
age greater collaboration in the technol-
ogy ecosystem, jointly innovate and find
solutions to challenges. Both the NSAs

assured the industry that they welcome
industry highlighting specific issues and
due diligence will be done to resolve any
barriers which hold back deeper and
closer India US ties.

The Initiative for iCET represents a
landmark agreement between the two
countries on emerging technologies such
as Al, semiconductors, biotech, and de-
fense innovation.

Chandrajit Banerjee, the director
general of CII, stated that under iCET
India and US are working on sectors
such as Al, biotech, critical materials and
minerals, semiconductors among others
to help enable deeper engagement be-
tween the two nations.

Representatives from industries
spoke about their experiences of collab-
oration and the ways and means by
which they planned to take India-US
collaboration further through govern-

ment facilitation.Sullivan visited Delhi
from June 17 to 18, in the first trip to
India by a senior Biden Administration
official after the Modi government came
to power for the third term.

The US National Security Adviser
was accompanied by a high-level dele-
gation comprising senior US govern-
ment officials and industry leaders.
Sullivan's visit to India came three days
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
US President Joe Biden had a brief con-
versation on the sidelines of the G7 sum-
mit in Italy's Apulia region.

As the world's two oldest and
largest democracies, the United States
and India share a unique bond of friend-
ship and National Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan's visit will further deepen the
partnership to create a safer and more
prosperous Indo-Pacific, the White
House has said.
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New Town authorities to set up disaster
management units for three action areas

Kolkata, June 18 : The New
Town authorities are setting up
three disaster management units
for the three action areas, an offi-
cial of the New Town Kolkata De-
velopment Authority (NKDA)
said.The NKDA provides civic
services in New Town.

A senior NKDA official said
that the decision to have three
teams dedicated to each action
area was taken keeping in mind
that the city often gets lashed by
thunderstorms.“We have decided
to have three teams for New Town
that can be pressed into service in
case of any disaster, particularly
storms at a very short notice,” said
the official.

In Calcutta, storms often

leave a trail of destruction. At least
120 trees had been uprooted in and
around the city when Cyclone
Remal made landfall on May 27.
The NKDA official said that
each of these units will be

Kanchanjunga Express
That Was Hit By Goods

Kolkata, 18 June: The unaffected
coaches of the Kanchanjunga Ex-
press, which was hit by a goods
train near New Jalpaiguri, leaving
nine ead and several injured, ar-
rived at Sealdah station in Kolkata
on Tuesday morning with nearly
850 passengers, according to an
Eastern Railway official.

At least four rear coaches of
the train were severely damaged
in the collision at Rangapani,
about 10 km from New Jalpaiguri
station, on Monday
morning."Around 800 to 850 pas-
sengers arrived at Sealdah at 3.16
am," ER spokesperson Kausik
Mitra said.

The unaffected coaches
began their onward journey from
the accident site on Monday af-

Iran Slaps 1-
Year Prison
Term On Nohel
Prize Laureate
For "Propa-

L4

Tehran, June 18 : An Iranian court
has sentenced Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate Narges Mohammadi to a year
in prison for "propaganda against the
state", the jailed activist's lawyer said
on Tuesday.Mohammadi, 52, has
been jailed since November 2021
over several past convictions relating
to her advocacy against the obliga-
tory hijab for women and capital
punishment in Iran.

Lawyer Mostafa Nili said on
social media platform X that "Mo-
hammadi was sentenced to one year
in prison for propaganda against the
system."Nili said "the reasons for is-
suing this sentence" include calls to
boycott parliamentary elections, let-
ters to Swedish and Norwegian law-
makers and "comments about Mrs
Dina Ghalibat™.

Rights groups have said that
Ghalibaf, a journalist and student,
had been taken into custody after
accusing security forces on social
media of putting her in handcuffs
and sexually assaulting her during a
previous arrest at a metro station.

Ghalibaf has since been re-
leased.The Iranian judiciary's Mizan
Online website said on April 22 that
Ghalibaf "had not been raped" and
that she was being prosecuted for
making a "false statement".

Mohammadi has refused to at-
tend a trial session in Tehran earlier
this month, and in March shared an
audio message from prison in which
she decried a "full-scale war against
women" in the Islamic republic.

Iranian police in recent months
have intensified enforcement of the
country's Islamic dress code for
women, notably making use of
video surveillance.

Under rules adopted shortly
after the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
women in Iran are required to cover
their hair and dress modestly in pub-
lic spaces.

Train I{eacnes Sealdah

ternoon.The passengers
provided with medical facilities,
food, and water at various sta-
tions, including Malda Town and

were

Sealdah, he added.Kolkata
Mayor Firhad Hakim, West Ben-
gal Transport Minister Snehasis
Chakraborty, and Divisional
Railway Manager of Sealdah Di-
vision Deepak Nigam were pres-
ent at Sealdah station to help
passengers reach home safely,
Mitra said.

Train 13174 Kanchanjunga
Express from Agartala, scheduled
to reach Sealdah at 7.20 pm on
Monday, arrived eight hours be-
hind schedule.The transport de-
partment provided 16 buses and
60 cars to transport passengers
home, he added.

equipped with power-cutting tools
such as electric chain saws, hy-
draulic earthmovers, payloaders,
dump trucks and trained personnel
who can be deployed in case of
thunderstorms and cyclones.

The official said that these
teams can also be pressed into
service to aid first responders
such as the fire and emergency
services department in case the
need arises.

Each of these teams will be
stationed in NKDA offices of ac-
tion areas I, IT and IIT where ade-
quate parking space can be
arranged.“These teams will form
the core of the disaster manage-
ment unit and if need be depend-
ing on the scale of the storm more
manpower can be deployed,” the
official said.

New Town has one advan-
tage over the rest of the city as the
authorities here don't allow any ad-
vertising panels with steel frames

and the street lights as well as
other street furniture are largely
free from any overhead cable.

“We do not allow advertising
on the Main Arterial Road. Strin-
gent rules are in place even in the
lanes off the arterial road,” said an
NKDA official. This is one of the
reasons why lamp posts don't top-
ple over as they don't have to bear
the weight of cables wrapped
around them.

West Bengal is set to become
the 60th most climate risk-prone
region in the world by 2050
among the more than 2,600 re-
gions across the world that have
been studied, says a global report
(XDI’s Gross Domestic Climate
Risk) published recently.

"Scared When We Think About Travel-
ling By Train™: Survivors Of Bengal Grash

Kolkata, 18 June : Survivors of
an double train crash that killed
nine people described on Tuesday
their terror when a driver missed
a signal and rammed a goods train
into a passenger express.

The force of the crash on
Monday was so strong that one
carriage was initially thrust high
into the air, precariously balanced
on another.Heavy goods carriages
were flung off the tracks, lying
high in tumbled piles.

"I did not feel like I was
going to survive," said one pas-
senger, Arti Roy, who lost her be-

longings when the carriages
crumpled, twisted and then
flipped off the rails.

The incident in West Bengal
is the latest to hit India's rail net-
work, which carries millions of
passengers each day -- and the
most recent reported failure of
drivers missing signals.

Jahangir Alam, 35, who lives
near the crash site in the Phansid-
ewa area of Darjeeling, rushed to
offer his help.He said the sight of
the wrecked trains terrified him.

"These accidents that are
happening are very dangerous,"

he said."Whenever we think
about travelling by train, we feel
scared inside."

Jaya Varma Sinha, chairman
of India's Railway Board, said
that the driver of the goods train
had "disregarded the signal" and
hit the back of the passenger train.

The driver and his co-driver
both died in the crash.Sinha said
the casualties could have been
worse, but a guard wagon and two
others carrying post at the back of
the passenger train took the brunt
of the crash.

'Horrific experience'

Officials said Tuesday that
the number of dead had risen to
nine after one of the around 50 in-
jured died in hospital.

"The death toll from the ac-
cident has risen to nine, with the
death of an injured passenger,"
Eastern Railway official Kausik
Mitra told AFP.

"Around 40 injured people
are still admitted to the hospital,
but their condition is stable."

But the express train --
minus its final five carriages
which were derailed or damaged
-- was able to limp on and con-

Washington , June 18 : President
Joe Biden announced Tuesday a
new potential citizenship path for
immigrants married to US nation-
als, balancing a recent crackdown
on illegal border crossers in an at-
tempt to thread a tricky pre-elec-
tion political needle.The Biden
administration has been struggling
to address immigration, a divisive
issue for many Americans ahead of
November's presidential election.

The Democrat is seeking to
be tougher on illegal migrants
while contrasting himself with
Donald Trump, whose attempt to
win back the White House is heav-
ily centered on portraying the
country as being under assault by
what he calls a migrant "invasion."

Biden's action was immedi-
ately condemned by Republicans,
but hailed by immigration reform
activists.The
streamline the process for those
who already qualify for permanent
residence, by removing a require-
ment they leave the country as part
of the application process.

The new rules would apply to

new rules will

those present in the country for at
least 10 years and married to a US
citizen before June 17, 2024 --
which the administration estimates
to include half a million people.

In addition, some 50,000
stepchildren of US citizens would
be eligible.Those approved would
be granted work authorization and
the right to stay in the United
States for up to three years while
they apply for the coveted green
card. That would then allow them
to apply later for full citizenship.

"What we are announcing are
potentially streamlined
processes... (to) minimize the bu-
reaucracy, minimize the hardship
that having to leave the country
creates," a senior administration
official told reporters ahead of the
announcement.

However, "only Congress
can deliver... comprehensive re-
form of our immigration and asy-
lum laws," another official added.

Far-right House member
Marjorie Taylor Greene said Biden
"wrote a vote-buying free citizen-
ship executive order."

Congressman Josh Brecheen
of Oklamoma said: "With the
stroke of a pen, President Biden is
now shielding 550,000 illegal
aliens from deportation. This is all
in an effort to appease their family
members hoping to garnish their
votes for the upcoming election.”

But groups campaigning for
undocumented spouses of US citi-
zens to get work permits cele-
brated Biden's move.

"President Biden's action to
extend work permits for long-term
immigrant spouses is morally
right, economically sound and po-
litically smart," said Rebecca Shi,
executive director of the American
Business Immigration Coalition.

"The overwhelming majority
of Americans support these hu-
mane and common-sense steps,
and it will directly improve the
lives of more than 10 million
American citizens who have an
undocumented family member,"
she said. "Today, those families,
and the advocates fighting on their
behalf, can breathe a huge sigh of
relief."At the same time, Biden is
trying to address widespread con-
cerns that illegal immigration has
got out of control.

A previous, bipartisan immi-
gration package pushed by Biden
in Congress would have intro-
duced the strictest policies in
decades, but it fell apart when Re-
publicans walked away from the
deal -- under pressure from Trump,
whose campaign depends on por-
traying Biden as failing on the
issue.

tinue its journey.It reached
Kolkata with about 500 passen-
gers on Monday night.

"It was a horrific experi-
ence," said Antara Das, 35, told
AFP. "God has saved us."Trains
resumed operating on parallel
tracks, with work to repair the
line and clear the twisted metal
debris of the carriages expected to
finish later Tuesday.

As trains passed them on
Tuesday morning, passengers
stared out at the wreckage.India
has one of the world's largest rail
networks and has seen several
disasters over the years, the
worst in 1981 when a train de-
railed while crossing a bridge in
Bihar, killing an estimated 800
people.

In June last year, a three-
train collision killed nearly 300
people in Odisha.In that crash, a
packed passenger train was mis-
takenly diverted onto a loop line
and slammed into a stationary
goods train loaded with iron ore.

Three railway employees
were later charged with culpable
homicide and destruction of evi-
dence.

New Town authorities to set
up disaster management
units for three action areas

Kolkata, June 18 : Kolkata, 18
June: A traffic signal post in front
of the Lake Mall on Rashbehari
Avenue broke and was hanging
over the road on Monday morning
for about an hour after the current
collector rod of a tram hit the post.

The bogies of the tram had
gone past the signal post when the
current collector wasdislodged
from the overhead electric cables
supplying power to the tram, said
an officer of Kolkata Police’s traf-
fic department.

A current collector is a de-
vice at the back of a tram that goes
up from the rear bogey and stays
attached to the overhead cables. It
draws electricity from the over-
head cables.The driver failed to
notice that the current collector
had loosened from the overhead
wires and was dangling.

“The current collector was
dangling but the tram was moving
ahead because of inertia. It hit the
signal post, which then broke be-
cause of the impact. The signal
post had also rusted, which is why
it broke,” said the police officer.

The incident happened
around 10.30am and the broken
signal post was removed from
there around an hour later, said the
officer. The police had first
thought about temporarily restrict-
ing traffic along the stretch of
Rashbehari Avenue near the mall.

However, Monday being a
holiday the number of vehicles on
the road was fewer and traffic re-
striction on the stretch was not re-
quired.All vehicles were asked to
take the left lane on the Rashbe-
hari Avenue-SP Mukherjee Road
crossing-bound flank since the
broken post was hanging over the
right lane of the flank.

The police did not lodge any
complaint against the tram’s
driver, said the traffic police offi-
cer.“The signal post will be re-
placed This was the
secondary signal post. The pri-
mary signal post is still there and

soon.

"Unprecedented Behaviour':
Black Hole Observed 'Awak-
ening' For The First Time

Paris, June 18 : Astronomers
have been able to observe a su-
permassive black hole waking up
and setting the heart of its host
galaxy alight for the first time, the
European Southern Observatory
said on Tuesday.The galaxy 300
million light years from Earth in
the Virgo constellation had been
quiet for decades until late 2019,
when it suddenly began to shine
brighter than ever before.

The centre of the galaxy --
where a supermassive black hole
is believed to be squatting -- since
then has been radiating a variety
of rays. "This behaviour is un-
precedented," Paula Sanchez
Saez, an European Southern Ob-
servatory astronomer and first au-
thor of a new study in the journal
Astronomy & Astrophysics, said
in a statement.

The "most tangible option"
to explain this brightening is that
the astronomers were watching
"the activation of a massive black
hole in real time", study co-author
Lorena  Hernandez  Garcia
said.Most galaxies -- including our
own Milky Way -- are believed to
have a supermassive black hole at
their centre.These cosmic behe-
moths are by definition invisible -
- not even light can escape the pull
of their awesome power.

The only way to observe
black holes is when they destroy
something huge that lets off
light in its death throes: such as
a star that wandered too close
being torn apart."These giant

monsters usually are sleeping,"
study co-author Claudio Ricci
explained.But for the galaxy
SDSS1335+0728, "we were able
to observe the awakening of the
massive black hole, (which) sud-
denly started to feast on gas avail-

able in its  surroundings,
becoming very bright," the astro-
physicist added.

Initial observations indicate
the black hole has 1.5 million
times more mass than the Sun,
enough for it to be classified as a
supermassive black hole. But it is
still on the lighter side, as the true
heavyweights easily exceed a bil-
lion times the Sun's mass.

The international team of as-
tronomers is analysing data from
a number of telescopes hoping to
determine whether the black
hole's activity is temporary -- per-
haps caused by a star being ripped
apart -- or whether it will continue
to be active for a long time.

"This is something that could
happen also to our own Sgr A*,"
the Milky Way's supermassive
black hole, Hernandez Garcia
said.But fortunately for us, our
own black hole remains fast
asleep.

Rustrian Pro-Tax Heiress Gives $27 Million To Social, Climate, Left-Wing Grouns

Vienna , June 18 : An heiress who has de-
nounced the absence of taxes on wealth and
inheritance in Austria has given the bulk of
her money, 25 million euros ($27 million),
to 77 organisations, including social and cli-
mate groups, as well as prominent left-wing

ones.

Marlene Engelhorn, 32, has spent years
criticising the birth lottery by which she in-
herited tens of millions and does not have to
give any of it to the state, and calling for

change.

In January, she said that a panel picked
by a pollster asrepresentative of the Austrian
public would decide how to distribute the
sum, without any intervention on her part.
The list of 77 recipients was announced on

Tuesday.

"A large part of my inherited wealth,

which elevated me to a position of power
simply by virtue of my birth, contradicting
every democratic principle, has now been
redistributed in accordance with democratic
values," Engelhorn said in a statement.

A spokesman said the 25 million euros
was "the overwhelming bulk" of her wealth,
though she retains an undisclosed sum.

The panel had examined "above all the
question of the effects of our uneven distri-
bution of wealth" and debates on "democ-
racy and participation in it, tax justice and
social inequality," she said.

Engelhorn is a descendant of Friedrich
Engelhorn, who founded German chemicals
giant BASF in 1865. Her grandmother Ger-
traud Engelhorn-Vechiatto married his
great-grandson. When Engelhorn-Vechiatto
died in 2022, Marlene inherited a large sum.

One of the objectives the 50-person
panel, aged between 16 and 85, aimed to
support was "a fairer distribution of wealth,
more transparency and reporting on that
issue and better data on very large accumu-
lations of wealth", one member of the panel,
retail employee Elisabeth Klein, said in a

statement.

In support of that aim, two of the four
donations of more than a million euros went
to the Momentum Institute, a left-wing
think-tank, and Attac Austria, which op-
poses neoliberal economic policy and
"deregulated financial markets".

The donations ranged from 40,000
euros - for an initiative to support data-based
reporting on climate change - to 1.6 million
euros for the Austrian Nature Conservation
Federation.

Other issues covered included housing,
integration, women's rights and fighting
poverty."Now, it is up to the political actors
to do justice to what this group representa-
tive of the Austrian population has embod-
ied," Engelhorn said, calling for more debate
on these issues.

working,” said the officer.

Metro had earlier written
about the crumbling condition of
poles along Calcutta’s roads.

A thick bunch of cables are
tied around most of the poles and
the weight of the wires has tilted
the poles in many places.

A bunch of cables was also
tied around the traffic signal post
in Lake Market that broke on
Monday.The Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC), the custo-
dian of the electric poles along the
city’s roads, recently decided not
to allow any advertisements on
the poles.A KMC official said the
civic body would not give any
fresh permission to install adver-
tisements on electric poles as
these made the structures unsafe.

The traffic signal post that
broke on Monday had a rectangu-
lar advertisement board attached
to it. A KMC official said the civic
body is not the custodian of traffic
signal posts and all advertise-
ments stuck to traffic signal posts
were installed with permission
from the police only.A traffic po-
lice officer said there was no in-
struction yet from Kolkata

Police’s top brass to remove ad-
vertisements
posts.

Trams should be seen as a
transport of utility and not merely
as a piece of heritage, an urban
planner, who is also a member of a

from the signal

St TS AN

Calcutta High Court-appointed
committee to preserve trams, said .
The fate of trams is being de-
termined by bureaucrats without
involving transport policy plan-
ners, said Dipankar Sinha, a for-
mer head of the town planning
department of the Kolkata Munic-
ipal Corporation (CMC). “Trams
are not just a piece of heritage.
They should be seen as a transport
of utility.” A group of Kolkatans
— a filmmaker, a green activist,
an advocate of trams and a politi-
cian — came together to speak up
for preserving trams in Kolkata.
Ajay Mittal, the green ac-
tivist, said Kolkata’s traffic man-
agement was only focused on
managing the movement of cars.
“A day will come when the
road space will not be enough to
accommodate cars even after re-
moving trams. We have to move
people and not only cars,” Mittal
told a news conference on
Wednesday.The speakers cited the
instances of stopping trams on Ra-
bindra Sarani and Bentinck Street.
“Stopping trams has not been able
to reduce snarls on these roads. If
you keep adding cars and target
trams, a day will come when the
roads will have no space to carry
cars.”’In August, a division bench
of the high court, headed by Chief
Justice T.S. Sivagnanam, formed
an advisory committee that would
work to preserve trams in Kolkata.

Today's Horoscope

ARIES : Today is the day for creativity, while

you leave the logic for tomorrow, even when it
comes to work. You are bent upon success at

work.
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TAURUS : You will be dying squander it away
and get rid of it as fast as possible. You'll be toss-
ing it around as if you owned a gold mine. Gane-
sha urges you to hold your horses and tighten.

GEMINI : A hectic and busy day awaits you.
You need to think about how, where and in what
proportion to concentrate your energies upon the
numerous jobs thrust upon you.

CANCER: You will go out for dinner with your
friends or family. It may so happen that you will
take out time from your hectic schedule to prepare
tasty food and invite friends and relatives.

LEO : If you are the one who sets the corporate
mantra each morning, then know that today, your
mantra will be fabulous, and will be chanted by
many in your organisation.

VIRGO : Watch you step, warns Ganesha.
Trouble is lurking just round the corner and
waiting to waylay you. At work, you will find
yourself in a high-spirited mood.

LIBRA : Today seems like a good day to take a
break and go on a pleasure trip to revitalise your-
self, says Ganesha. Even on the business front,
it will do you a world of good to take a break.

SCORPIO : Today you are likely to remain the
unvarying object of emotions and sentiments,
predicts Ganesha. Your inkling for performing
arts may draw you to take up some lessons.

SAGITTARIUS : Simple living and high think-
ing, says Ganesha, will be your mantra today.
Approach your work with innovative thoughts
and diplomatic words.

CAPRICORN :The day will have a bundle of
things to offer today, some good, some not so
good. At work, you are likely to overlook the
most obvious things.

AQUARIUS : It always pays to have extra cash,
and in that regard, you will be a happy person
today! You may carefully update and crosscheck
your financial position.

PIECES : A good day is in the offing, says Gane-
sha. You are likely to receive news you will be glad
to share and celebrate with your family. A few

pending deals are likely to be finalised.
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Rohit Saraf's Big Reveal - "My Most Favourite
Couple Is Virat Kohli And Anushka Sharma™

Mumbai, 18 June: Rohit Saraf, who is
now a household name courtesy his im-
pressive performances in films and web
series like The Sky Is Pink and Mis-
matched is gearing up for his upcoming
film Ishq Vishk Rebound. In a recent in-
terview with India Today, the actor
however revealed that he is "obsessed"
with celeb couple Anushka Sharma and
Virat Kohli. Rohit Saraf expressed his
admiration for Virat and Anushka and
said, "My most favourite couple is Virat
and Anushka. I love them. I'm obsessed
with them. I watch their videos on the
Internet all the time. I watch their inter-
views. There's something so beautiful
about it. I just love that couple so
much."

Rohit added, "On screen, I love
Alia Bhatt and Varun Dhawan. They are
too nice. Then Ranveer Singh and
Deepika Padukone for all their SLB
(Sanjay Leela Bhansali) films."

A few weeks back, the makers
dropped the full trailer on YouTube with
the text, “Get ready to fall in love all
over again! Check out the official trailer
of 'Ishq Vishk Rebound' and get swept
away by a whirlwind of emotions. Stay
tuned for the ultimate romantic jour-

ney!”Last month, Rohit Saraf talked
about how it feels to step into Shahid
Kapoor's shoes. He told Newsl8,
“More than pressure, there's a lot of
gratitude. Because I feel like this is an
opportunity not many people get and I
don't want to dilute that by putting that
kind of pressure on myself. Sab itna aa-
pass mein pressure bolte rehte hai, I feel
like I should start taking pressure be-
cause in all honesty, abhi tak I wasn't
taking anys; it's not like a remake of the
first Ishq Vishk, it's not a sequel of the

first Ishq Vishk. The only thing that is
common between the two films is that
they belong to the same franchise. It's a
new story altogether. It's a love story
about Gen Z, what they go through, and
it is kinda exciting.”

Ishq Vishk Rebound is the second
instalment of the Ishq Vishk franchise.
The first instalment, Ishq Vishk, was re-
leased in 2003. The film marked the
debut of Shahid Kapoor. Amrita Rao
and Shenaz Treasurywala were also fea-
tured in the movie. Ishq Vishk Rebound

will hit the big screens on June 21.

Actor Rohit Saraf, known for his
impressive performances in films and
web series like The Sky Is Pink and
Mismatched, has quickly become a
household name in the Indian entertain-
ment industry. With his boy-next-door
charm and versatile acting skills, Saraf
has garnered a substantial fan-follow-
ing. Despite his flourishing career, Saraf
is not immune to the charm of other
celebrities, and his admiration for Virat
Kohli and Anushka Sharma's relation-
ship is a testament to this.

In a recent interview with India
Today.in, Rohit Saraf expressed his ad-
miration for Virat and Anushka, reveal-
ing that he is "obsessed" with them as a
couple. Saraf praised their strong bond:
"My most favourite couple is Virat and
Anushka. I love them. I'm obsessed
with them. I watch their videos on the
Internet all the time. I watch their inter-
views. There's something so beautiful
about it. I just love that couple so
much."Rohit added, "On screen, I love
Alia Bhatt and Varun Dhawan. They are
too nice. Then Ranveer Singh and
Deepika Padukone for all their SLB
(Sanjay Leela Bhansali) films."

Nawazuddin Siddiqui Says Daughter
Shora Is Prepping To Be An Actor: "It's
Her Passion, So What Can I Say?"

Mumbai, 18 June: Nawazuddin Siddiqui truly de-
serves the title of best dad. The actor never misses
a chance to celebrate his daughter Shora Siddiqui
and son Yaani Siddiqui. Currently busy promoting
his upcoming film, Rautu Ka Raaz, Nawazuddin
disclosed said Shora aspires to become an actor and
refuses to seek his help. In an interview with Film
Companion, the star shared, “My daughter is taking
training right now. She herself went and got admit-
ted to the performing art faculty, haath jod ke
teacher ke saamne [with folded hands in front of her
teacher] she said, ‘I want to learn acting'.

Nawazuddin Siddiqui also talked about the
“rigorous training” his 14-year-old daughter is un-
dergoing to become an actress. He said, “In that de-
partment, in that school, they will be performing a
play in the final year, for that they'll have to stitch
their own costumes, they'll have to do the carpentry
work themselves, whatever props will be used,
they'll have to make it themselves, they'll also have
to take care of the lighting, do all the work them-
selves and at last there will be a show which will be
ticketed. This is the kind of rigorous training she is
taking. She is doing all of this by herself.”

Talking about how he and his wife, producer

19

fees.”

Aaliya Siddiqui, support their daughter's passion,
Nawazuddin Siddiqui mentioned, “Now that I see
that she is taking so much interest, so just as other
parents, we too tell her “Toh chalo kar lo tum,' [0k,
you do it.] She is doing it independently and for the
longest time, I didn't even know that she got through
the performing arts faculty. I don't even know what
all workshops she does, she attends quite a lot of
them, she is doing the summer workshop right now.
She searches them herself and tells her mother or
me that she wants to do it and asks me to pay the

When Nawazuddin Siddiqui was asked if he
teaches acting to Shora Siddiqui, he replied, “No,
ghar ki murgi dal baraabar hoti hai na, waisa hai.
She watches a lot of film, watches world cinema.
She is all of 14 and she watches one film every day.
She had once performed one piece to show me, I
asked her how she did it and she said, ‘Papa, main
puri taiyaari kar rahi hoon. Filmein dekhti hoon
main [Papa, [ am preparing, I watch a lot of films.]'
So its like that, its her passion, so what can I say?".”

Nawazuddin Siddiqui and Aaliya Siddiqui got
married in 2009. They are proud parents to daughter
Shora Siddiqui and son Yaani Siddiqui.

The Lord Of The Rings Actor lan
Mckellen Hospitalised After Falling
Off Stage During Performance

Mumbai, 18 June: Veteran
Hollywood star Ian McKellen
was hospitalised after falling off
stage during a performance at the
Noel Coward Theatre in Lon-
don's West End.McKellen re-
portedly lost his footing during a
battle scene, reports BBC.com.

The audience had to evac-
uate from the theater, and the
evening show was cancelled. A
representative for the theater
shared that McKellen will "make
a speedy and full recovery" and
that the 85-year-old actor is "in
good spirits," reports
Variety.com."Thank you to our
audience and the general public
for their well wishes following
lan's fall during this evening's
performance of Player Kings,”
reads the statement.

“Following a scan, the bril-
liant NHS team has assured us
that he will make a speedy and
full recovery, and Ian is in good
spirits. The production has made

the decision to cancel the per-
formance on Tuesday, June 18,
so [an can rest."

"Those affected will be

contacted by their point of pur-
chase as soon as possible tomor-
row. Thank you to doctors
Rachel and Lee, who were in the
audience, and to all the venue
staff for their support.”
McKellen plays John Fal-
staff in Player Kings, which is a
production of William Shake-

speare's Henry IV, Parts One and
Two.It began its 12-week run on
the West End in April. After nav-
igating a fight scene involving
two other characters, McKellen
apparently fell off the front of the
stage.According to the BBC,
“As the house lights came up,
the actor cried out, and staff
rushed to help.”An audience
member speaking to the BBC
described the incident as "very
shocking," adding, "As far as [
saw, he was conscious because
he was asking for assistance."

McKellen is a frequent
Shakespeare actor, with stage
roles including Macbeth, King
Lear, Richard II, Coriolanus,
lago, and Richard III. He also
played 'Hamlet' this year in a
film adaptation directed by Sean
Mathias.McKellen is also fa-
mous for his roles as Gandalf in
Peter Jackson's The Lord of the
Rings trilogy and Magneto in the
X-Men movies.
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Fatima Sana Shaikh was photographed in Mumbai. She was seen wearing a motif

shirt with a pair of denims.

Ishq Vishk Rebound Actor Pash-
mina Roshan On Cousin Hrithik
Roshan's Advice Ahead Of Her

Mumbai, 18 June: Pashmina
Roshan, Rajesh  Roshan's
daughter and Hrithik Roshan's
cousin, is all set to make her
debut with Ishq Vishk Rebound.
Ahead of the relase of the film,
the actor shared big brother
Hrithik Roshan's advice in an in-
terview with The Free Press
Journal. When asked about the
guidance she has received from
Hrithik Roshan and uncle
Rakesh Roshan, Pashmina told
The Free Press Journal, "Yes, of
course I had their advice on how
to improve as a performer and
how to be better in life overall,
but like I said, a film or a film-
maker require a certain character
and not settle for anything less.
The real game starts now as [ am
debuting this Friday. After this
film, I have to find more work
like a freelancer. "

Pashmina Roshan loves to
share pictures with Hrithik
Roshan at regular intervals on
her Instagram feed. On Hrithik
Roshan's birthday, Pashmina
shared adorable pictures with
him from one of their vacations.

She wrote in the caption,
"Happy birthday duggu bhaiya,
You are the glue that brings our
family together! Thankyou for
filling our life with SO MUCH
love, laughter and happiness.
There are no words to describe
how much I love you!"

A couple of days ago,
Pashmina  shared  Hrithik
Roshan's advice with the media
during the song launch of Ishq
Vishk Pyaar Vyaar in Mumbai.
Pashmina Roshan said that
Hrithik Roshan advised her to
stay "authentic" with her per-
formance as an actor. "Bring au-

thenticity to what you do, give
your hundred percent as an actor,
and if you do these two things,
you are set. This is the main ad-
vice that he keeps giving and I
hope I've lived up to his expec-
tations," Pashmina added, re-
ported PTL. Ishq Vishk Rebound
stars Rohit Saraf, Jibraan Khan,
Naila Grrewal and Hrithik
Roshan's cousin (Pashmina
Roshan) in the lead roles. The re-
make has been produced by
Ramesh Taurani and co-produced
by Jaya Taurani under the banner
Tips Films Limited and is all set
to hit the theatres on June 28.

Javed Akhtar's Message To Kartik Aaryan
After Watching Chandu Champion: "A

Mumbai, 18 June: Javed
Akhtar is the latest celebrity fan
of Kartik Aaryan's Chandu
Champion, which released in
theatres last week. On Tuesday,
Javed Akhtar joined the list of
celebrities who loved the film,
including his wife Shabana
Azmi and cricketer Kapil Dev.
The lyricist shared his review of
the film on Tuesday on his X
handle. He wrote, "Watched
Chandu Champion. Who would
have believed it if it not would
have been a 100% true story
.particularly enjoyed the 2nd
half. Another feather in Kabir
khan's cap . Kartik is a delightful
surprise in a dramatic role .
Vijay Raaz is brilliant. Cine-
matographer Sudeep Chatterji' s

Delightful Surprise In A Dramatic Role"

work is mind blowing. My hats
off to the editor."

A day before, Shabana
Azmi shared a picture in which
she can be seen kissing Kartik
Aaryan on his cheek. She wrote
in the caption, "I was deeply
moved by Kabir Khan's film
Chandu Champion and I loved
Kartik Aryan's portrayal. He
played it with an almost child

determination with an extremely
winsome smile which prevented
him from projecting it as arro-
gance. Vijay Raaz as the coach
is v effective. It's a real life story
and I say Salaam kabir for mak-
ing it his lifetime so he got to
watch it with his family.Here am
I with Kaartilk at a special
screening organised by #Excel
Entertainment."

Kapil Dev's Roaring Shout Out To Kartik Aaryan For
Chandu Champion: "What An Incredible Performance”

Mumbai, 18 June: Kapil Dev is the
latest celebrity to join the Chandu
Champion fan club. The former star
cricketer shared an appreciation post
for the Team Chandu Champion after
watching the film. Kapil Dev shared
the film's poster along with an adorable
selfie with Kartik Aaryan. Kapil Dev
shared a picture with director Kabir
Khan on his Instagram feed as well.
Sharing his joy and excitement about
the film, Kapil Dev wrote, "Chandu
champion! Definitely a film you can-
not miss. I really enjoy watching and
appreciate sport films. But this goes be-
yond being just a sports film. It is so
much more. While watching it I have
laughed, cried, felt pride and cried
some more."

For director Kabir Khan, Kapil
Dev's words were, "Hats off to
Kabirkhankk. You have done it again.
Made yet another spectacular film."
Complimenting Kartik Aaryan for his
stellar performance, Kapil Dev wrote,

"What an incredible performance by
kartikaaryan, your effort and talent is
shining. Congratulations to the whole
cast and crew and thank you for giving
us this film to watch. You are all cham-
pions!" Take a look at the post here:

Re-sharing the post, Kartik
Aaryan wrote, "Coming from the
Champion of Grit and Resilience, this
means the world to us sir!!! Thank you
Sir." Take a look:

For the unversed, Kabir Khan's
last film 83, featuring Ranveer Singh
in the lead role, was also a sports
drama. The film was based on the 1983
Cricket World Cup in which Kapil Dev
led Team India and won the cup. Ran-
veer Singh played Kapil Dev in the
film. Kapil Dev and Kabir Khan jointly
promoted the film before it hit the the-
atres.

Meanwhile, Kartik Aaryan has
been receiving praise for the film. A
day ago, Shabana Azmi wrote, "I was
deeply moved by Kabir Khan's film

Chandu Champion and I loved Kartik
Aryan's portrayal. He played it with an
almost child determination with an ex-
tremely winsome smile which pre-

vented him from projecting it as arro-
gance. Vijay Raaz as the coach is v ef-
fective. It's a real life story and I say
Salaam kabir for making it his lifetime

so he got to watch it with his
family.Here am I with Kaartilk at a spe-
cial screening organised by #Excel En-
tertainment."

Kartik Aaryan re-shared the post
on his Instagram feed and he wrote,
"Mujhe Meri Eidi Mil Gayi (I have re-
ceived my Eidi) Every word you said
feels like a medal for me."

In his review for, film critic Saibal
Chatterjee wrote, "Kartik Aaryan sheds
his free-spirited gadabout cloak and
gets into the skin of a character that
makes a slew of demands on the actor.
Aaryan gives the physically exacting
role all he has and pulls off a career-
best performance."

Shabana Azmi was bowled over
by Kartik Aaryan's stellar performance
in Kabir Khan's directorial Chandu
Champion. The film veteran shared an
appreciation post on her Instagram
feed. Shabana Azmi shared a picture in
which she can be seen kissing Kartik
Aaryan on his cheek. She wrote in the

20 Years Of Lakshya:
Hrithik Roshan Says Play-
ing Karan Shergill "Came
Naturally" To Him

v

Mumbai, 18 June: For all the Hrithik Roshan fans, we have an
amazing update. The actor's film Lakshya completes 20 years today.
On this special occasion, Hrithik announced the movie's return to
the big screen starting June 21. In a video shared on Instagram,
Hrithik can be heard saying, “I am here to talk about Lakshya. 20
years ago, this film that we had done. I was really young. I was
hardly an actor. And Farhan (Farhan Akhtar, director and producer
of Lakshya) was a friend, who has suddenly become this incredible
mind. [ saw his first film. I was like, ‘How has this person made
this film? How? Where did he get the courage or the knowledge or
the information or the...How?"”

Hrithik Roshan continued, “And he (Farhan Akhtar) had writ-
ten this beautiful, beautiful script and more than the story, more
than the big cause it was the character of Karan Shergill that was
me. I don't know what made Farhan cast me. Perhaps, the director's
mind could see through and understand a person's countenance and
know that this human has been through certain things that are going
to make him the perfect cast for this film.”

Talking about how he related with his character Karan
Shergill, Hrithik Roshan added, “I genuinely do feel at that partic-
ular point of time, I, definitely hands down, was the perfect human,
not the actor, but the perfect human to be cast, in this film Lakshya.
Because I have been through all those experiences in very, very
similar ways. Karan Shergill was me. I did not need to do much.
The naivety, the spontaneity, the anger, being on that cusp of ma-
turity, learning the ways, being completely confused and dumb-
founded as to what I am going to do in my life, not having any
avenues that looked hopeful. I went through that crossroad so
greatly and so intensely in my life that it just came naturally to me.”

The caption attached to the clip read, “Here's to Friends, Film
making, Fun & in a blink it's #20yearsOfLakshya Back in theatres,
21st June onwards.”

Responding to the post, Farhan Akhtar wrote, “Hrithikkkk..
you embodied Karan Shergill .. all of him.. his flaws, his strength,
his insecurities, his confidence, his ego and his vulnerability. You
are right. You were him and he was you. Congratulations on 20.
Big big hug.” Lakshya's producer Ritesh Sidhwani said, “Karan
Shergill, there's no one like you. Happy 20 years of Lakshya, my
friend.” Director Zoya Akhtar posted a red heart, Many others fol-
lowed suit.

Lakshya narrates the story of Karan Shergill who decides to
join the Indian Army but backs out when he learns about the diffi-
culties in a soldier's life. In addition to Hrithik Roshan, the film fea-
tures Preity Zinta, Amitabh Bachchan, and Boman Irani.

Payal Kapadia's Cannes-Win-
ning All We Imagine As Light Se-
lected For Munich Film Festival

Mumbai, 18 June: Filmmaker Payal Kapadia's Cannes-winning
title All We Imagine As Light is set to be screened at the 2024 Mu-
nich International Film Festival. The film is a part of the 14-film
lineup for the CineMasters Competition, the main section of the
film gala, which is considered the second largest film festival in
Germany after the Berlin Film Festival.Other titles that will be
showcased at the festival include Kinds of Kindness, 100 Yards,
Caught By The Tides, Woman Of..., Memory and Substance.

All We Imagine As Light, Kapadia's feature directorial debut,
was the first Indian film in 30 years and first ever by an Indian fe-
male director to be showcased in main competition of the Cannes
Film Festival, last being Shaji N Karun's Swaham (1994).At the
77th edition of the recently-concluded film gala, the film had won
the Grand Prix award, the second-most prestigious prize of the fes-
tival.Kinds of Kindness, directed by Yorgos Lanthimos, had won
the best actor trophy for Jesse Plemons at the Cannes.

All We Imagine As Light, a Malayalam-Hindi feature, is
about Prabha, a nurse, who receives an unexpected gift from her
long estranged husband that throws her life into disarray. Her
younger roommate, Anu, tries in vain to find a private spot in the
big city to be alone with her boyfriend. One day the two nurses go
on a road trip to a beach town where the mystical forest becomes
a space for their dreams to manifest, according to the plotline. All
We Imagine As Light is an Indo-French co-production between
petit chaos from France and Chalk and Cheese Films from India.
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Editorial

Woeful scenario

elhi, India's bustling capital, is no stranger to water
D crises. With its burgeoning population and growing de-

mands, the city continues to face a chronic shortage of
water, and the problem is only exacerbated by political tensions,
infrastructural decay, and environmental challenges. On June
16, Delhi’s minister Atishi implored the central government to
intervene, urging the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to negotiate
with its Haryana counterpart to secure more water for the na-
tional capital. In this plea lies a rightful assertion that the Cen-
tral government is duty-bound to extend a helping hand to the
national capital in this time of crisis. Furthermore, in a letter to
Delhi Police Commissioner, Atishi highlighted incidents of sus-
pected foul play, where large bolts were found cut, causing sig-
nificant water leaks. This sabotage, according to her, resulted in
the loss of 20 million gallons per day (MGD) and a subsequent
25 per cent water shortage in South Delhi. The minister didn’t
shy away from indicating a deeper political conspiracy, alleging
that BJP workers might be behind the pipe cuts. The BJP, on the
contrary, has protested against the water shortages, accusing the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government of mismanagement. In a
show of frustration with the water supply situation, BJP work-
ers held a 'Matka Phod' protest in Najafgarh. These political the-
atrics, however, do little to address the root causes of Delhi's
water woes. In fact, the mutual mudslinging is only eclipsing
the broader issues in public forums. It must be noted that Delhi's
water crisis is not merely a result of political negligence but also
stems from deep-rooted structural and environmental chal-
lenges. The city primarily relies on external sources for its fresh-
water supply, including rivers and canals from neighbouring
states like Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. Needless to say, this re-
liance is increasingly unsustainable due to growing demand and
limited resources. The Delhi Jal Board (DJB) supplies water to
over 20 million residents through an extensive but aging net-
work of pipelines. An estimated 58 per cent of Delhi's water
supply is classified as non-revenue water (NRW), largely due
to leakages and theft, far exceeding global standards. At the
same time, groundwater plays a crucial role in Delhi's water sup-
ply, yet the city's groundwater levels are rapidly declining due
to over-extraction and pollution. The pollution in Yamuna river,
which happens to be a key source of water, is heavily polluted
and mostly unusable. The Master Plan of Delhi (MPD) 2041 ac-
knowledges these challenges and emphasises the need for sus-
tainable water management practices. In the long run, rainwater
harvesting appears to be a logical strategy in addressing the
water crisis. By capturing and storing rainwater, Delhi can re-
duce its reliance on external sources and mitigate the effects of
water shortages. Additionally, improving wastewater treatment
processes can enhance the availability of reusable water for non-
potable purposes, thus conserving freshwater supplies. Further-
more, the city administration must toil hard to tackle the
dominance of ‘tanker matia’ who, by diverting water meant for
legitimate distribution through illicit supply, create a dark zone
of inequitable access and corruption. Stringent law enforcement
in this regard is the need of the hour. Most importantly, ad-
dressing infrastructure leakages is critical. Upgrading Delhi's
water infrastructure, ensuring regular maintenance, and deploy-
ing advanced leak detection technologies can significantly re-
duce water losses. These measures, coupled with efficient water
resource management, can enhance the city's overall water sup-
ply and distribution efficiency in the future. Delhi's water crisis
is a multifaceted challenge that requires immediate attention and
coordinated efforts from all stakeholders. Political bickering and
blame games only serve to distract from the pressing need for
sustainable solutions. By focusing on infrastructure improve-
ment, efficient resource management, and innovative water con-
servation practices, Delhi can certainly navigate its way out of

this crisis.

Streamlining

FDI, boost-

ing R&D, manufacturing
key to achieve $5 billion
defence export: Study

Factors like streamlining for-
eign direct investment (FDI) as
well as augmenting Research
& Development (R&D) and
manufacturing capabilities can
help the country realise its $5
billion defence export target by
2024-25, says a study. Nexgen
Exhibitions, organizers of In-
ternational Police Expo, one of
Asia’s premier homeland secu-
rity and defence expos, have re-
leased the findings of a
comprehensive survey aimed at
streamlining Foreign Direct In-
vestment (FDI) and bolstering
Defence Research & Develop-
ment (R&D) and manufactur-
ing capabilities, as per a
statement. According to the
statement, this initiative aims to
propel India towards its ambi-
tious $5 billion defence exports
target by 2024-25. The survey,
conducted across 15 cities in
India, saw participation from
over 130 national and interna-
tional arms, ammunition, and
security equipment manufac-
turers, exporters, and startups.
The key highlights of the sur-
vey, underscored the need for
streamlined FDI inflows, ele-
vated technology integration
with Al and other futuristic
technologies, and a robust skill
development ecosystem to cre-
ate a large pool of industry-

ready  professionals. By
enhancing R&D and manufac-
turing capabilities, India’s

homeland security and defence

sector is poised to emerge as a
global manufacturing hub, it
stated. Additionally, it stated
that increasing procurement
categories is a significant step
towards boosting domestic de-
fence manufacturing. Cur-
rently, India exports defence
equipment to over 75 countries,
demonstrating its growing foot-
print in the global defence mar-
ket. The homeland security
sector is crucial for maintaining
internal stability and protecting
national interests. Integrating
advanced technologies and data
analytics is paramount for ef-
fective threat detection, sur-
veillance, and response. By
leveraging Al and machine
learning, security agencies can
predict and mitigate risks more
efficiently. Moreover, it said
that developing a robust disas-
ter management mechanism
ensures preparedness and swift
response to emergencies, en-
hancing public safety and na-
tional resilience. Scheduled for
July 4-5, 2024 in New Delhi,
the International Police Expo
will see participation from over
25 countries, including the UK,
USA, Israel, Poland, Croatia,
UAE, Germany, Canada, Sin-
gapore, Brazil, Hong Kong,
and Taiwan. These countries
will showcase their latest inno-
vations and technologies, pro-
viding a  platform  for
international collaboration and
exchange of best practices.

war-torn cemeteries (read
graveyard) of the Gaza
Strip as the relentless influx of
bodies continues to overwhelm
them? Perhaps, no! At the re-
cently concluded G7 summit in
Italy (June 13-14, 2024), Presi-
dent Joe Biden of the United
States of America has signalled
for a proposed and probable
truce in the Gaza Strip that
could possibly end the tragedy
and mayhem that began on Oc-
tober 7, 2023, with Hamas’ at-
tack on Israel leading to a huge
loss of life and bringing the
human populace in crises. Pres-
ident Biden said, “Hamas
has... to move on”. He said it
remains to be seen whether a
deal comes “to fruition” and re-
iterated his continued dedica-
tion to encouraging both parties
to agree on the three-phase deal
he publicly proposed late last
month. The three-part plan
would include — the withdrawal
of Israeli forces from all popu-
lated areas of Gaza and the re-
lease of several hostages being
held inside the enclave since
the Hamas-led attack began.
The first phase of the plan
would also see a complete six-
week truce. For months, nego-
tiators from the US, Egypt, and
Qatar have been working to
mediate a ceasefire in the con-
flict and secure the release of
hostages taken from Israel in
October, with very little suc-
cess. As of now, over 100
hostages are still believed to be
held captive in Gaza. It was on
October 7, 2023, that approxi-
mately 3,000 militants
breached the Gaza—Israel bar-
rier, targeting Israeli civilian
communities and military
bases. At the same time, several
thousand rockets were fired
into Israel. The continuing vio-
lence, for almost nine months
now, has led to irreparable
damage in all quarters — health,
hygiene, mental and physical
wellness, the safety of women
and children (which has been
gravely compromised), loss of
education, destruction of basic
amenities and the list can go on.
What war brings Throughout
history, war has inflicted exten-
sive damage on various facets
of society, resulting in devas-
tating and enduring conse-
quences. The physical
destruction of infrastructure is
one of the most visible impacts,
as buildings, roads, and essen-
tial services, such as water and
electricity, are often rendered
inoperable. Of late, targeting
hospitals has become a danger-
ous precedent. War exacerbates
the disruption of daily life, dis-
placing populations, and neces-
sitating extensive time and

Is there any space left in the

Perhaps never before in the
history of Indian parliamentary
democracy have South Asian
countries evinced so much in-
terest and excitement as with
the just concluded 2024 elec-
tions. By the time this opinion
piece goes to print, the
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and Sri Lanka
President Ranil Wick-
remesinghe will have attended
the oath-taking ceremony of In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his cabinet in New
Delhi on June 9. Their presence
proves the steadfastly rein-
forced ties between India, Sri
Lanka, and  Bangladesh.
Bangladesh, in particular, mer-
its special mention as Prime
Minister Hasina has proven
time and again her strong com-
mitment to cementing relations
with India notwithstanding
minor ups and downs in bilat-
eral bonhomie despite occa-
sional attempts to impair them
by vested quarters. Besides
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,
Heads of States of Mauritius,
Nepal, Bhutan, and a few more
countries were expected to at-
tend the event. Of all the coun-
tries in geographical proximity,
Pakistan has reacted strongly
with an outpouring of editorials
in the mainstream media and
animated TV debates. An edi-
torial in a prominent Pakistani
daily immediately after the
election results were declared
opined that if Prime Minister
Modi retained power, he would
attend the June 15 Ukraine
peace conference scheduled in
Switzerland. In the same vein,
it reckoned that if the Indian
National Developmental Inclu-
sive Alliance bloc (I.N.D.I.A.)
got at the helm of the govern-
ment, it could see the possibil-
ity of ameliorating relations
with Pakistan, which at the mo-
ment are at an all-time low. A
sense of cautious optimism was
being speculated in the Pak-
istani press, which shows the
extent of interest they are ex-
hibiting, and that is not alto-
gether surprising. Continuing
with Pakistani reactions, Zahid
Hussain, a well-known colum-

resources for reconstruction.
The economic toll of war is
also profound, with resources
diverted from productive uses
to sustain military operations,
leading to long-term economic
stagnation or decline. Social
cohesion is severely compro-
mised, as communities fracture
and trust erodes, complicating
post-conflict reconciliation and
rebuilding efforts.

‘Women and children are par-
ticularly vulnerable in wartime,
facing myriad threats to their
safety and well-being. Women
often become targets of sexual
violence and exploitation, used
as weapons of war to terrorise
and destabilise communities.
The breakdown of law and
order increases the risk of gen-
der-based violence. Addition-
ally, women frequently bear the
brunt of post-conflict economic
hardship, often supporting their
families alone and encounter-
ing significant obstacles in ac-
cessing employment and social
services. Children endure dis-
proportionate suffering during
wartime, facing physical and
psychological trauma with life-
long repercussions. Disrupted
education, due to damaged
schools and unsafe conditions,
deprives them of essential de-
velopmental opportunities and
normalcy. Exposure to violence
and loss of caregivers result in
severe emotional distress, man-
ifesting as anxiety, depression,
and (PostTraumatic Stress Dis-
order) PTSD. Additionally,
children face risks of recruit-
ment as soldiers, forced labour,
and trafficking, exacerbating
their vulnerability and perpetu-
ating cycles of violence and
poverty.

The proliferation of refugee
camps worldwide is a direct re-
sult of escalating conflicts, per-
secution, and socio-economic
instabilities. For example, the
Zaatari camp in Jordan, estab-
lished for Syrian refugees, re-
mains home to 80,000 people,
underscoring the severity of the
Syrian conflict. Similarly, the

Kutupalong camp in
Bangladesh  accommodates
over 9,31,000 Rohingya

refugees fleeing ethnic violence
in Myanmar. Initially intended
as temporary solutions, these
camps often become semiper-
manent due to prolonged crises,
leading to overcrowding, insuf-
ficient healthcare, and limited
access to education and em-
ployment. Also, the Dadaab
camp in Kenya, hosting almost
3,02,805 Somali refugees and
asylum seekers as of October
2023, exemplifies these chal-
lenges with its persistent over-
crowding and sanitation issues.
Furthermore, refugees face pro-

nising conflict

longed waiting periods for re-
settlement or asylum, often ex-
tending for years, and are
subjected to systematic depri-
vation of basic human rights.
Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon, for example, face se-
vere restrictions on employ-
ment, property ownership, and
access to social services, per-
petuating their marginalisation
and  vulnerability.  These
refugees endure a state of
limbo, experiencing social ex-
clusion and economic depriva-
tion, undermining their dignity
and exacerbating their vulnera-
bility. The Gaza conundrum
Till June 4, according to the
Reuters, more than 36,000 ca-
sualties were reported in the
ongoing Israeli military cam-
paign in Gaza, devastating
much of the region, according
to the Gaza Health Ministry.
The conflict, focused on the
city of Rafah since early May,
has displaced approximately
1.9 million people out of a pop-

ulation of 2.3 million, forcing
many into makeshift shelters
amidst severely degraded living
conditions. The existing shel-
ters are cramped and the sani-
tary conditions are disastrous.
These displaced individuals
lack basic amenities such as
clean water and proper sanita-
tion, compounding the human-
itarian crisis. Earlier, on May
26, an Israeli airstrike resulted
in a tragic fire at a tent camp in
Rafah, claiming the lives of 45
people and drawing interna-
tional condemnation. While Is-
rael stated its target was Hamas
operatives, it expressed ‘regret’
— (as part of such collateral
damages) — over civilian casu-
alties. Humanitarian aid to
Gaza has significantly dwin-
dled since the conflict esca-
lated, exacerbating concerns
raised by the United Nations
about the risk of famine in the
region. The closure of the
Rafah crossing and limited ac-
cess via Kerem Shalom has fur-

ther restricted the flow of es-
sential supplies, with critical
shortages reported in healthcare
and food distribution. With city
hospitals being targeted, the sit-
uation is not soon to improve.
According to the WHO, just 14
of Gaza’s 36 hospitals are still
functioning and the Rafah op-
eration has blocked patient
transfers and all but cut off
medical supplies into the en-
clave. Aid agencies are also
raising concerns about increas-
ing health hazards caused by
sewage overflow and inade-
quate toilet access.

In response, some families
are constructing makeshift la-
trines, while in other regions,
sewage is reportedly flowing
through the streets, according
to aid workers. Life for civil-
ians in Gaza is dire, charac-

terised by constant
displacement, fear, and depri-
vation. Many construct

makeshift tents from plastic
bags and wood, subsisting on

nist, in his analytical write-up
says that Prime Minister
Modi’s victory, even if diluted,
is certainly not a good omen for
Pakistan. Relations between
the two countries hit a new low
under the two previous Modi
governments. It is not surpris-
ing that the Indian Prime Min-
ister had upped the ante against
Pakistan on the election trail.
Zahid opines that anti-Pakistan
rhetoric has been one of the key
factors behind his previous vic-
tories. This might appear a bit
far-fetched; nevertheless, that’s
what is being perceived in Pak-
istan in the aftermath of the In-
dian elections. Also, there is a
streak of nervousness in Pak-
istan about the possibility of
the “annexation” of Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) by
India under Modi in his third
term. It describes such Indian
“designs” as provocative and
suspects the Indian ruling
party’s bellicosity. In the same
vein, it also admits that politi-
cal instability and an economic
crisis in Pakistan have provided
the hardliners with an opportu-
nity to step up pressure on Pak-
istan. It is also apprehended by
some that a third term under
Prime Minister Modi has the
potential for disastrous conse-
quences for Pakistan. Many of
these articulations are not only
figments of imagination but
also indications of a sense of
insecurity prevailing among the
general Pakistani mindset.
Meanwhile, a bunch of Pak-
istani diplomats and security
experts assess that given the
historical context, where ten-
sion with Pakistan has often
been leveraged to garner do-
mestic support during unstable
political periods, the prospect
of a military crisis in the region
cannot be ruled out. Again, this
seems an exaggeration and
stems from a clear sense of in-
security. Abdul Basit, a hawk
and former Pakistani High
Commissioner to India, has ad-
vised the political leadership to
tread matters with utmost cau-
tion lest it ends up further
weakening its Kashmir policy.
From these, it is becoming in-

one meal per day, if fortunate.
The conflict that began in Oc-
tober 2023, left many with only
one set of clothing. As per re-
ports, approximately 300,000
people in the north alone face
severe shortages of food, water,
and necessities, exacerbated by
mounting settler violence, re-
sulting in a deep human rights
and humanitarian crisis. Ac-
cording to a June 8, 2024 report
by the Red Cross, “the death
toll in Gaza currently stands at
36, 171, and 502 in the West
Bank and 81,420 people have
been injured in Gaza and 5,100
in the West Bank™ with threat
of famine looming large. With
the current position of human
life of civilians in Gaza, which
is miserable, and the world
leaders including the UN fail-
ing equally miserably, life in
Gaza is like a ticking bomb...
waiting for their turn in scat-
tered graveyards. The strange
fact is, if anyone’s really con-
cerned.

Echoes in vicinity

creasingly clear that the elec-
tion results in India have
aroused curiosity, confusion,
and uncertainty, especially in
the minds of Pakistani watch-
ers, which prima facie look
baseless and bereft of any
sound reasoning.

‘Daily News’, a widely read
Sri Lankan newspaper, in its
editorial on June 6, states that
the victory of Narendra Modi is
an indication that the Indian
Prime Minister had not grown
stale with the Indian electorate,
who looked to a leader that can
take the country forward and
place it on the world map to
compete on equal terms with
the superpowers. According to
its editorial, the Prime Minis-
ter’s victory was anticipated
largely due to his charisma and

economic policies, which had
benefited the Indian middle
class. One piece of assessment
in ‘Daily News’ also says that
the manner in which Prime
Minister Modi is dealing with
the Kashmir problem and his
tough stance against Pakistan
and China related to border and
security issues may have trans-
lated into votes. As regards re-
actions in Bangladesh, Mahfuz
Anam, the editor and publisher
of 'The Daily Star’, says the
verdict of India’s election
greatly tempered Modi’s shine
and energised the opposition.
However, Mahfuz Anam feels
that by all accounts, Modi’s
victory is very impressive. In-
terestingly, the column goes on
to say that when democracy is
on the slide in many countries

and elections as events are suf-
fering from many distortions,
especially instigated by the rul-
ing party, for India's election to
have come through with credi-
bility and overall acceptance is
an achievement that must be
praised and celebrated by
democracy-loving people
everywhere. Around 969 mil-
lion people, 70 per cent of a
population of 1.4 billion, were
eligible to vote. According to
figures from the Election Com-
mission of India, 642 million
voters voted, of whom 312 mil-
lion were women, making for
the highest participation by
women voters in the country's
history. These are no mean
compliments by a prominent
Bangladeshi journalist articu-
lated through a widely read

-

English newspaper. Mahfuz
Anam, while congratulating
India's new leadership, has
called for celebrating the vic-
tory of democracy of its giant
neighbour, with whom
Bangladesh has forged a part-
nership for mutual benefits. It
was the might of the verdict of
the Indian voters that resonated
throughout the world, the re-
gion, and also, hopefully,
within Bangladesh, where their
own voters aspire for the same
power.

India's election proved once
again that, if allowed free ex-
pression, the public will always
strengthen democracy.

More reactions from various
quarters are expected as the
new government settles into of-
fice.
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MF industry adds 81 lakh new
investor accounts in April-May

New Delhi, 18 June: The mutual
fund industry has added over
81 lakh investors’ accounts in
the first two months of FY25,
mainly due to consistent mar-
keting efforts, celebrity en-
dorsements and dedicated work
of the distribution network.
Additionally, changing percep-
tions about fixed deposits,
which no longer offer compet-
itive returns compared to mu-
tual funds, and the rise in
income levels and accessibility
to financial markets have also
contributed to the rise in new
investors, Trivesh D, COO of
stock trading platform Trade-
jini, said. Going ahead, the out-
look for mutual fund folios
remains strong, supported by
the ongoing bull run in the
stock market, solid risk man-
agement practices, continuous
investor education, and consis-
tent marketing efforts, he
added.“As India’s per capita in-
come grows, investors will
look to save money in asset
classes, which have the poten-
tial to beat inflation and create
wealth. As the penetration of
mutual funds increases, this
will translate into a higher folio

base at the industry level,” Ab-
hishek Tiwari, CBO, PGIM
India Mutual Fund, said.Ac-
cording to the latest data with
the Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI), mutual
fund folios of the industry
stood at 18.6 crore in May-end,
a surge of 4.6 per cent from
17.78 crore registered at the
end of March. This suggests an
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addition of over 81 lakh folios.
In May, the industry saw an ad-
dition of 45 lakh folios com-
pared to 36.11 lakh folios
added in April. In 2023, the av-
erage monthly addition of fo-
lios was 22.3 lakh, making the
latest figure more than double
this average.This impressive
growth was fuelled by consis-
tent marketing efforts, celebrity

endorsements, dedicated work
of the distribution network, ro-
bust returns given by equities
and ease of investing, experts
said. Folios are numbers desig-
nated to individual investor ac-
counts. An investor can have
multiple folios. Interestingly,
the majority of the new in-
vestors are taking the route of
digital channels to enter into

PwC India expects upswing in small and
mid-size merger & acquisition transactions

New Delhi, 18 June: PwC India
anticipates an upswing in the
India markets, especially in
small to mid-size M&A
(merger and acquisition) trans-
actions and growth fundings
driven by increasing investors’
confidence. The year 2023 wit-
nessed the emergence of a nu-
anced M&A landscape, with
investors showing interests in
diverse strategies and larger-

T

scale ventures, even amid an
overall decrease in PE invest-
ment, said Sanjeev Krishan,
Chairperson, PwC in India.
While PE deals were higher in
volume, strategic deals domi-
nated the top deals -- and do-
mestic deals with group-level
consolidations were a promi-
nent theme. The first quarter of
2024 marked a resurgence in
deal value and volume.Accord-

ing to a PwC report, top 10
deals 0f 2023 included JV buy-
outs, strategic investments, PE
buyouts, and stock mergers,
and contributed to 21 per cent
of the total deal value. While
PE deals were higher in volume
overall, strategic deals domi-
nated the top deals with do-
mestic deals and group-level
consolidations as a significant
theme. “On a sectoral basis,
traditional sectors including re-
tail and consumer and health-
care and pharmaceuticals are in
the lead. We anticipate an up-
swing in the India markets, es-
pecially in small to mid-size
M&A transactions and growth
fundings,” Krishan said. He
was responding to a query on
the changing landscape of
M&A in India. The optimism
around M&A, he said, is based
on three key factors -- the im-
proving financial markets indi-
cate an increase in investor and
CEO confidence; deal-making
has reached an inflection point
with pent-up buyer demand

and a build-up in seller assets;
and accelerating global mega-
trends have created a need for
firms to reinvent their business
models, which can be acceler-
ated through M&A. According
to Krishan, sectors like e-com-
merce, healthcare and biotech-
nology, renewable energy, EVs
and EV infrastructure, infra-
structure, banking, financial
services and insurance, IT serv-
ices, and technology (including
Al & semiconductors) show
exciting prospects. “Going for-
ward, we could expect a shift
towards growth funding and a
possible venture capital re-
vival. We could also see an in-
crease in controlling stake
deals, and a rise in portfolio
exits through capital markets
and IPOs,” he said. In keeping
with the transformation trend,
the same might be visible with
PE operating models as well —
increased buyouts, platforms
and bolt-ons, as well an in-
creased focus on sustainability
and ESG integration, he added.

‘Global trends & foreign investors’
move to drive markets this week’

New Delhi, 18 June: With the absence of any
major immediate domestic trigger in sight, investors
would focus on global trends and trading activity of
foreign investors for further cues in a holiday-short-
ened week ahead, analysts said. Movement of global
oil benchmark Brent crude and rupee-dollar trend
would also guide the market. “This week is a trun-
cated one with no major triggers expected. How-
ever, we anticipate sector-specific movements amid
budget-related buzz. Key factors to watch will be

progress of monsoon and institutional flows,”
Santosh Meena, Head of Research, Swastika In-
vestmart Ltd. On the global front, data from China,
movement in the dollar index, and US bond yields
will be crucial, he added. “This week, shortened by
a holiday on Monday, will see participants looking
to global markets, particularly the US, for cues in
the absence of major events,” Ajit Mishra — SVP,
Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said. Last week, the
BSE benchmark climbed 299.41 points or 0.39 per

> said

Gold, silver import surges 210%
in 2023-24 from UAE, need duty
revision in FTA: Report

New Delhi, 18 June: India’s gold
and silver imports from its free
trade agreement (FTA) partner
UAE have skyrocketed 210 per
cent to $10.7 billion in 2023-24
and there is a need to potentially
revise the concessional customs
duty rates under the pact to miti-
gate the arbitrage driving this
surge, a report said on Monday.
Economic think tank Global
Trade Research Initiative (GTRI)
in a report said this sharp rise in
gold and silver imports is prima-
rily driven by import duty conces-
sions granted by India to the UAE
under the India-UAE Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA).India allows 7 per
cent tariffs or customs duty con-
cessions on import of unlimited
quantities of silver and a 1 per
cent concession on 160 metric
tonnes of gold. CEPA was signed
in February 2022 and imple-
mented in May 2022. Addition-
ally, India facilitates gold and
silver imports by allowing private
firms to import from the UAE
through the India International
Bullion Exchange (IIBX) in Gift
City. Previously, only authorised
agencies could handle such im-
ports, the report said. “While
India’s total imports from the
UAE fell 9.8 per cent from $53.2
billion in FY23 to $48 billion in

FY24, imports of gold and silver
skyrocketed 210 per cent, from
$3.5 billion to $10.7 billion,” it
said. “Import of all remaining
products fell 25 per cent, from
$49.7 billion in FY23 to $37.3 bil-
lion in FY24,” it said. GTRI
Founder Ajay Srivastava said the
current import of gold and silver
from the UAE is unsustainable as
the UAE does not mine gold or
silver or add sufficient value to
imports. “High import duties in
India on gold, silver, and jew-
ellery at 15 per cent are at the root
of the problem. Consider lowering
tariffs to 5 per cent. This will cut
large-scale smuggling and other
misuse,” Srivastava said.Trade in
gold, silver, and diamonds has
been prone to misuse due to their
low volume but high value and
high import duties in India. Low
tariff imports of gold, silver only
benefit few importers who keep
all profits arising through tariff ar-
bitrage and never pass it to con-
sumers, he said. Srivastava
suggested the government imple-
ment certain measures to help
India balance its trade policies,
protect domestic revenue, and en-
sure fair competition in the import
of precious metals and jewellery.
It suggested reassessing and po-
tentially revising the concessional
duty rates under CEPA to mitigate

the arbitrage driving the surge in
imports of gold and silver. “At
least, implement yearly import
quotas (tariff rate quotas) for sil-
ver, similar to those for gold, to
control the volume of imports and
prevent revenue loss,” it said,
adding that India should rigor-
ously verify the claimed value ad-
dition by Dubai-based refiners in
gold and silver imports to ensure
compliance with CEPA rules of
origin. It also asked to tighten reg-
ulations around the India Interna-
tional Bullion Exchange (IIBX) at
Gift City to control the volume
and nature of precious metal im-
ports and the exchange should not
allow country-based exemptions.
As increased imports contribute to
a higher current account deficit
and since gold and silver act more
like financial instruments than
regular trade items, India should
avoid including them in any FTA.
“India has granted tariff conces-
sions for these items in many
FTAs and under the DFTP (duty-
free tariff preference) scheme, so
a comprehensive review is
needed. India announced the
scheme for LDCs (least developed
countries) in 2008. Under this,
India provides duty free/preferen-
tial market access on about 98.2
per cent of India’s tariff lines (or
product categories).

cent, while the Nifty advanced 175.45 points or 0.75
per cent. The BSE Sensex hit its all-time high of
77,145.46 on June 13, while the Nifty reached its
lifetime peak of 23,490.40 on June 14. “We expect
market uptrend to continue this week supported by
positive macro trends, expectation of sustained gov-
ernment spending and policy continuity, healthy
monsoon and strong earnings,”
Khemka, Head - Retail Research, Motilal Oswal Fi-
nancial Services Ltd.

said Siddhartha

the mutual fund space. Over
the last few years, the surge in
mutual fund folios has been led
by Gen-Y and Gen-Z investors.
Millennials, also known as Gen
Y, are typically defined as
those born between 1981 and
1996. Generation Z, or GenZ,
are those born between 1997
and 2012. Overall, the total
number of unique PAN and
PAN-exempt KYC reference
numbers stood at 4.59 crore as
of May 2024. “Investors tend
to hold multiple folios, and thus
we should look at increasing
the total unique number of
unique investors in the indus-
try. We believe the growth will
come from increasing foot sol-
diers of distributors and advis-
ers in hinterlands, increased
adoption of technology and
smartphones and an overall in-
crease in awareness about mu-
tual funds,” he added. Of the
total 81 lakh folios, equity-ori-
ented mutual fund schemes ex-
perienced an addition of 61.25
lakh units during the period
under review. This has taken
the number of such folios to a
new high of 12.89 crore, repre-
senting 69 per cent of the total.

FM to hold pre-budget
meet with industry
chambers on June 20

New Delhi, 18 June: Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is
likely to hold pre-budget con-
sultations with industry cham-
bers on June 20, sources said.
The budget for 2024-25 fiscal
is likely to be presented in Par-
liament in the second half of
July. Industry sources said the
pre-budget consultation with
Sitharaman would be preceded
by a meeting with Revenue
Secretary Sanjay Malhotra on
June 18. The 2024-25 Budget
is likely to lay out Modi 3.0
government’s economic
agenda. The finance minister
will have to look at measures to
boost growth without hurting
inflation as well as look for re-
sources to meet the coalition
government’s compulsion.
The economic agenda would
include steps to fast-rack re-
forms to make India a $5-tril-
lion economy in near future
and turn the country into a
‘Viksit Bharat’ by 2047. The
Indian economy is projected to
grow 7.2 per cent in the current
fiscal on the back of improving
rural demand and moderating
inflation, as per RBI estimates.

The Modi 3.0 government in-
herits a strong economy with
fiscal prudence in place. Icing
on the cake is a bonanza from
RBI which has announced the
highest-ever dividend of Rs
2.11 lakh crore for FY24. The
key policy priorities for the
third term of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment would include dealing
with stress in the agriculture
sector, job creation, sustaining
capex momentum and pushing
revenue growth to stay on the
fiscal consolidation path. Rat-

ing agency S&P has already
given a thumbs up to economic
policies followed by the Modi
regime in the past 10 years by
upgrading the sovereign rating
outlook to positive.

It also hinted at a possible
rating upgrade in next 1-2 years
provided the government sticks
to its fiscal deficit roadmap.
While tax revenues seem to be
buoyant, non-tax revenue re-
mains a challenge as strategic
disinvestment has almost been
a non-starter with no big-ticket
strategic sale, except Air India.

Air India confirms incident of presence
of blade-like metal in passenger’s food

Mumbai, 18 June: A blade-like
metal piece was found in the
food of a passenger onboard an
Air India Bengaluru-San Fran-
cisco flight last week for which
the airline has apologised.Con-
firming the presence of a “for-
eign object” in the food, the
airline on Monday said that it
came from the vegetable pro-
cessing machine used at the fa-
cilities of its catering partner
TajSATS. The passenger, in a
post on X, claimed that he got a
feel of the blade-like object only
after chewing the grub for a few
seconds but luckily no harm was

done. “Air India food can cut
like a knife. Hiding in its roasted
sweet potato and fig chaat was a
metal piece that looked like a
blade. I got a feel of it only after
chewing the grub for a few sec-
onds. Thankfully, no harm was
done,” the passenger, Mathures
Paul, who is a journalist by pro-
fession, said.Paul blamed Air
India’s catering service, adding,
“but the incident doesn’t help the
image I have of Air India...what
if the metal piece was in the food
served to a child?”This is the
second incident involving the
food served on the airline’s long-

haul flights in the recent past.
Significantly, both Air India and
TajSATS are part of the steel-to-
software conglomerate, Tata
Group. “Air India confirms that
a foreign object was found in the
meal of a guest aboard one of our
flights. After investigation, it has
been identified as coming from
the vegetable processing ma-
chine used at the facilities of our
catering partner,” Air India Chief
Customer Experience Officer
Rajesh Dogra said in a state-
ment.The airline had initiated a
probe after the passenger posted
on X that there was a blade-like

metal object in the meal. The air-
line has worked with its catering
partner to strengthen measures to
prevent any recurrence, includ-
ing more frequent checking of
the processor, especially after
chopping any hard vegetables,
Dogra said. “Air India has en-
gaged with the affected customer
and deeply apologises for this
experience,” he added. A
TajSATS spokesperson said,
“We have strengthened our
processes of comprehensive in-
spection and preventive mainte-
nance of all our production
equipment.”

‘SBI expects 14-15% credit
growth in current fiscal’

New Delhi, 18 June: Given the
current economic growth rate,
State Bank of India (SBI) is ex-
pecting 14-15 per cent loan
growth during the fiscal year
2024-25, the bank’s chairman Di-
nesh Kumar Khara said. “Nor-
mally the way we look at it is that
the GDP growth rate plus inflation
and 2-3 per cent over that. That
gives us the number around 14 per
cent or so,” Khara said. “Hence,
14-15 per cent credit growth de-
pends upon the opportunities
available for lending, and it meets
our risk appetite. We will be
happy to grow at this pace,” he
said. As far as deposits are con-
cerned, he said, it grew by 11 per
cent last year. “And we have some
elbow room available in terms of
excess SLR and which ensures
that we don’t have any pressure

on us to raise the deposit rates for
supporting our loan-to-deposit
ratio,” he said. The bank has an
excess Statutory Liquidity Ratio
(SLR) between Rs 3.5 lakh crore
and Rs 4 lakh crore. “Incidentally,
I may add here that our loan-to-
deposit ratio is around 68-69 per
cent only. That leaves enough
room for us to lend without hav-
ing pressure on the deposit interest
rates. Nevertheless, he said, “We
always give importance to de-
posits. That is the reason why we
increased the interest rate for the
short-term deposits recently be-
cause we felt that there’s room for
improvement...we should improve
our deposit growth rate to some
extent during this year. And our
effort would be that we should at
least grow around 12-13 per cent
this year.”Last month, SBI hiked

the fixed deposit rate on select
short-term maturity up to 75 basis
points. For retail term deposits of
46-179 days, the rate increased by
75 basis points to 5.50 per cent
against the earlier 4.75 per cent.
Asked about the Net Interest Mar-
gin (NIM) outlook for the current
financial year, Khara expressed
hope and said it would be around
the same level recorded in FY24
or could be 2-3 basis points move-
ment here or there. The domestic
NIM of the bank stood at 3.43 per
cent for FY24 down by 15 basis
points (bps) while the whole bank
NIM stood at 3.28 per cent lower
by 9 bps year-on-year basis.The
rise in both rupee liquidity and
dollar liquidity cost due to tight
monetary policy pursued by cen-
tral banks across the globe was a
major factor affecting NIM during

FY24. As far as Non-Performing
Assets (NPAs) are concerned,
Khara said, “We should have a
downward trajectory both for net
and gross. However, it is very dif-
ficult to make any projections as
it is also a function of the macro-
economy. The bank is trying to in-
sulate its book for macro stress
nevertheless it’s difficult to give
any kind of guidance on NPAs.
“Our guidance as far as our credit
cost is concerned, we have kept it
at 0.50 per cent but our effort is to
keep it at the level of 0.29 per
cent,” he added. Gross NPA of
SBI declined to 2.24 per cent, an
improvement of 54 bps compared
to previous FY23 while the net
NPA stood at 0.57 per cent, an im-
provement of 10 bps YoY. The
credit cost also fell by 3 bps to
0.29 per cent at the end of FY24.

Govt headhunter finds no one
suitable for HPCL top post

New Delhi, 18 June: The gov-
ernment headhunter PESB has
rejected all candidates it inter-
viewed for the top job at Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (HPCL), the third instance
in as many years that the board
has not found any suitable can-
didate for the role in a state oil
firm. The Public Enterprises
Selection Board (PESB) on
June 14 interviewed eight can-
didates, including a director on
the HPCL board and managing
director of Indraprastha Gas
Ltd (IGL), but rejected them
all. “The Board did not recom-
mend any candidate for the
post of chairman and managing
director (CMD) HPCL and ad-
vised the Ministry of Petroleum
& Natural Gas to choose an ap-
propriate course of further ac-
tion for selection, including the
Search-Cum-Selection Com-
mittee (SCSC) or as deemed
appropriate with the approval
of the competent authority,” the
PESB panel said in a notifica-
tion. The HPCL CMD post will
fall vacant on September 1,
2024, when the incumbent
Pushp Kumar Joshi retires on
attaining a superannuation age
of 60 years. The PESB had pre-
viously not found anyone suit-
able for the top job at the
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC)

and ONGC. This led to the in-
cumbent in IOC getting an ad-
ditional year in office even
after attaining superannuation
age and a retired executive
being given charge in ONGC.
PESB, on June 3, 2021, inter-
viewed nine candidates, in-
cluding two serving IAS
officers, to head India’s largest
oil and gas producer, ONGC.
But it found neither senior bu-
reaucrats Avinash Joshi and
Niraj Verma nor Mangalore
Refinery and Petrochemicals
Ltd (MRPL) director-finance
Pomila Jaspal and ONGC di-
rector for technology and field
services Om Prakash Singh
suitable. The ministry thereafter
constituted a search-cum-
selection panel and named
Arun Kumar Singh, who had
retired after attaining 60 years
of age from Bharat Petroleum
Corporation, to head ONGC.
Singh wasn’t eligible to apply
in the first place, but the eligi-
bility rule was changed to
allow consideration of persons
who have attained 60 years of
age. He was given a three-year
term that ends in December
2025. In the case of I0C,
PESB, in May last year, did not
make any recommendation for
areplacement of Shrikant Mad-
hav Vaidya, who was to retire

after attaining 60 years of age
in August 2023.

The panel interviewed 10
candidates, including Chennai
Petroleum Corporation Ltd

managing director Arvind
Kumar. This was followed by a
rare move.

Vaidya, who took over as the
chairman of I0C on July 1,
2020, was “re-employment on
a contract basis” for one year
“beyond the date of his super-
annuation i.e. with effect from

September 1, 2023, till August
31,2024”, according to an offi-
cial order dated August 4,
2023.

This month, the oil ministry
invited applications for the new
chairman of the I0OC.

The selection will be done
by a three-member search-
cum-selection committee
headed by the PESB chairper-
son and includes the oil secre-
tary and former HPCL
chairman MK Surana as mem-

bers. Applications have been
sought from engineers, char-
tered accountants and cost ac-
countants with postgraduate
management degrees from
leading institutions and having
at least five years experience in
leadership roles by July 3.

The age eligibility cut-off
has been set at no more than 58
years for internal candidates
and 57 years for outsiders, with
60 years as retirement age, ac-
cording to the advertisement.
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Post-poll violence: No reservation if central forces'
stay in Bengal extended, Home Mlnlstry to HC

Kolkata, 18 June: The Union
Home Ministry on Tuesday in-
formed the Calcutta High Court
that it has no reservation if the de-
ployment of central forces in West
Bengal is extended if the situation
demands in the light of allegations
of post-poll violence in the state.

The court directed the Centre
and the West Bengal government
to assess the situation following
the charges of post-poll violence
as made by petitioners and dis-
close all relevant facts relating to
these on the next date of hearing
on June 21.

During the hearing, Addi-
tional Solicitor General Asok
Chakrabarti, representing the
Union Home Ministry, submitted
before the court that it has no

Train services
restored at
Kanchan-
jungha Express
accident site in
West Bengal's
Rangapani

Kolkata, 18 June: Train services
in both the up and down lines at
Rangapani near West Bengal's
New Jalpaiguri station were re-
stored on Tuesday following re-
pair work on a war footing, a
senior official said.

Train operations on the
route were hampered following
an accident there on Monday
morning when a goods train
rammed Agartala-Sealdah Kan-
chanjunga Express from behind.

Train services in the down
line were restored on Monday
night, and in the up line, diesel
locomotive-run train services
were restarted on Tuesday morn-
ing, divisional railway manager
of Katihar S Kumar said.

He said that electric locomo-
tives in the up line would recom-
mence within an hour.While
visiting the accident site on Mon-
day evening, Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that since
it is the main line connecting
Northeast with the rest of the
country, the focus was to restore
services on the route at the earliest.

Railway authorities set up en-
quiry and assistance booths at
Sealdah and Howrah stations in
the wake of the Kanchenjunga Ex-
press crash.

Kanchanjunga
Express collision:
Railway connec-
tivity to North-
east restored
after disruption

Malda, 18 June:Malda, 18 June:
The railway connectivity between
the Northeast and the rest of the
country was partially disrupted fol-
lowing the collision of the Agartala-
Sealdah Kanchenjunga Express and
a goods train near the Rangapani
station on Monday morning.

Several trains on either side of
the accident spot in Darjeeling dis-
trict were halted at different sta-
tions. The Padatik Express bound
for New Alipurduar from Sealdah
was almost 3km from the accident
spot.The railway officials informed
that 24 trains were diverted via Alu-
abari, Siliguri Junction and New
Jalpaiguri (NJP). Three trains were
cancelled. A rescue train

was arranged by the railways
from NJP to Sealdah to take passen-
gers safely. Another relief train
reached the spot from Alipurduar
Junction while the first onearrived
at the accident site from NIJP.
NBSTC also sent 10 buses to the
spot to ferry the passengers of the
Kanchenjunga Express to their des-
tination.““Additional buses will ply
from Siliguri to Calcutta,” said
Partha Pratim Roy, the chairman of
the NBSTC.

The railway traffic through the
Up-track (through which the trains
from Calcuttamove towards NJP
and the Northeast) was restored at
5.40pm.Scores of passengers were
waiting to board trains bound for
NJP and Calcutta atdifferent sta-
tions in north Bengal when the rail-
way traffic was thrown off the
tracks after the collision.

reservations about extending de-
ployment of central forces in the
state if the situation demands.

The counsel for Leader of
Opposition Suvendu Adhikari,
one of the petitioners in two PILs,
submitted that a report by the
West Bengal government states
that till June 12, a total of 107
FIRs have been lodged and that 18
of these are not related to post-poll
violence, claiming that thus it ad-
mits that post-poll violence was
indeed occurring in the state.

The seven-phase Lok Sabha
elections in West Bengal con-
cluded on June 1 and results were
declared on June 4.

A division bench presided by
Justice Harish Tandon directed
that the matter be listed for hear-

ing again on June 21, till which
date the central forces have al-
ready been directed by the court to
stay put in Bengal.

It was alleged by Adhikari
and lawyer Priyanka Tibrewal in

their separate PILs that people be-
longing to a particular political
party were being subjected to
atrocities following the conclusion
of the Lok Sabha election process.

The division bench, also

comprising Justice Hiranmay
Bhattacharyya, said that its main
concern is the safety and security
of the citizens as serious allega-
tions have been made by the peti-
tioners in the PILs.

Appearing for the state, Ad-
vocate General Kishore Dutta said
that the state government was
doing its job in maintaining law
and order. Petitioner-lawyer
Priyanka Tibrewal claimed that
she has a list of 250 people who
were ousted from their homes for
their political beliefs and were
staying in a dharamshala in
Kolkata.

She sought to submit a sup-
plementary affidavit in this regard
before the court on the next date
of hearing.

Water level at the Rabindra Sarobar appears to be replenished after the rainfall brought by cyclone Remal. The
water levels went down in the peak of summer between April-May.

BJP central team visiting Bengal faces protests
from party workers in Diamond Harbour

Kolkata, 18 June: A BJP central
team visiting West Bengal on
Tuesday faced protests from its
own party workers, who claimed
that senior leaders did not show
empathy when they were dis-
placed from their homes because
of alleged post-poll violence in the
state, party sources said.

The incident occurred at Am-
tala area in Diamond Harbour, the
Lok Sabha constituency of TMC
leader Abhishek Banerjee who is
considered number two in the
party hierarchy. The TMC claimed
that the incident indicated that the
leaders were disconnected from
party workers.

The four-member team, led
by former Tripura chief minister
Biplab Deb, has been touring
West Bengal to assess the situa-
tion following alleged violence by
Trinamool Congress workers
against BJP workers after the Lok
Sabha elections.

The team's convoy was

stopped at Amtala by disgruntled
party workers at Amtala in South
24 Parganas district, who aired
their grievances to the visiting
leaders, BJP sources said.

Later in the day, the team
visited Sandeshkhali in North 24
Parganas district and spoke to
local people of the area where
TMC leaders were accused of sex-
ual assault and land grabs.

Speaking to reporters at
Sandeshkhali, BJP central team

member Brij Lal said that the
team is fully aware of the issues
faced by the party workers.

"There is no law and order
in West Bengal. This is what the
team has gathered after visiting
various places in the state during
the last three days," he said.Lal
said that the team will submit its
report to the BJP's top leader-
ship.

"We will move court if re-
quired to restore law and order in

West Bengal," he said.The team
aims to meet party workers al-
legedly displaced from their
homes due to alleged post-poll vi-
olence across West Bengal.

On Monday, the team visited
Coochbehar in the northern part of
the state.

Besides Deb and Lal, senior
BJP leaders Ravi Shankar Prasad
and Kavita Patidar are members
of the team.Earlier, Deb had said
that post-poll violence has be-
come habitual for the Trinamool
Congress following election re-
sults."The sooner TMC changes
this stance of attacking opposition
parties, the better it will be for the
party," Deb said.

Senior Trinamool Congress
leader Shantanu Sen claimed that
the protests by BJP workers re-
vealed that the leaders were dis-
connected from them.He
suggested that complaints of post-
poll violence against the TMC by
the BJP are nothing but a sham.

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee visits
BIP MP Ananta Maharaj in Cooch Behar

Cooch Behar, 18 June: West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee met BJP Rajya Sabha
MP 'Ananta Maharaj' alias Nagen
Roy, a leader of the Rajbongshi
community, at his Cooch Behar
residence on Tuesday afternoon.

Roy welcomed Banerjee at
the Chakchaka Palace with a tra-
ditional scarf and 'guwa paan' or
betel leaf. The meeting, which was
seen as politically significant,
lasted for around 35 minutes. Be-
fore visiting Roy's residence,
Banerjee offered prayers at the
Madan Mohan temple in the dis-
trict headquarters town.

Banerjee arrived in Cooch
Behar on Monday evening after
visiting the North Bengal Medical
College and Hospital in Siliguri
where she met victims of the Kan-
chanjunga Express tragedy.

The TMC wrested the Cooch

Behar Lok Sabha seat from the
BJP, defeating incumbent MP
Nisith Pramanik by nearly 40,000
votes. The election results gave
rise to fervent speculations on
whether fresh political equations
were in the making given Roy's
influence over a significant sec-
tion of Rajbanshi community

members of the region.

While the state BJP has so
far not responded to the develop-
ment, which is likely to add to the
party’s discomfiture, Roy himself
was cryptic about  the
meeting."Let's see what happens
in future," he told reporters after
the meeting.

Himanta Biswa Sarma writes to Mamata
Banerjee on lIT-Kharagpur student Faizan
Ahmed's death, says hand over the case to CBI

Kolkata, 18 June: Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
wrote to West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee, demanding that the case
related to the death of IIT-Kharag-
pur student Faizan Ahmed be
handed over to the CBI for investi-
gation following the findings of the
latest forensic report.

According to the second
forensic report, conducted at the di-
rection of the Calcutta High Court,
there was a gunshot wound on the
upper left side of Ahmed's neck and
a stab wound on the right side of his
neck, Sarma said in his letter, which
was made available to the press on
Tuesday.

In view of the "shocking find-
ings of the latest forensic report, it
is imperative that the perpetrators
of the horrific crime as well as any
other person involved in concealing
the crime are brought to book", he
said.This would ensure "justice to
the deceased and closure to the
grief stricken parents", he said.

"Kindly hand over the case to
the CBI for a transparent and fair
investigation of the crime," he
added.Sarma had written to Baner-
jee in October 2022, requesting a
thorough investigation into the un-
natural death of the student.

Ahmed, 23, was found dead
in his hostel room on October 14,

2022, and his death was claimed
by the IIT-Kharagpur authorities
to be a case of suicide. However,
his parents claimed that they had
observed injury marks on his
body.

His mother had moved the
Calcutta High Court in May 2023,
seeking the formation of a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to probe
the death.The court then ordered
the exhumation of his remains and
a second post-mortem examination
to "bring out the truth behind his
death".Ahmed, a resident of Tin-
sukia in Assam, was a third-year
mechanical engineering student at
IIT-Kharagpur.

IT Kharagpur student Faizan Ahmed's
family backs Assam CM Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s call for CBI prohe into death

Kolkata, 18 June: The family
members of IIT Kharagpur stu-
dent Faizan Ahmed, who was
found dead on campus under sus-
picious circumstances nearly 18
months ago, supported
Assam chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma’s call for a CBI
probe into the case.

Sarma on Tuesday wrote to
his Bengal counterpart Mamata
Banerjee, suggesting that the probe
be handed over to the CBI to un-
earth the truth behind the mysteri-
ous death of Faizan.

Faizan’s mother, Rehana
Ahmed, told The Telegraph Online
shortly after news of Sarma’s letter
broke that she hoped Mamata
Banerjee would accept the Assam
chief minister's suggestion.

"I would have a chance at get-
ting justice, if Mamata Banerjee ac-
cepts our CM's demand. IIT
Kharagpur has turned into a zone of
death. I just want to know who
killed my son and why. Mujhe aur
kuchh nahin chahiye [I don't want
anything else]. I just want to look at
my son's killer and ask why he
killed my son," she said.

Rashid Ahmed,
uncle, also told The Telegraph On-
line the family would like a CBI
probe.“We feel the chief minister

have

Faizan’s

[of Assam] is right. The SIT [spe-
cial investigation team] that was
constituted to find the truth about
Faizan’s death has achieved little in
all these months,”

“It will be better if the case is
handed over to the CBI,” Ahmed
said.He said the family will consult
their legal counsel on this matter.

Faizan, a mechanical engi-
neering student at IIT Kharagpur,
was found dead on October 14,
2022.Dissatisfied with the initial
findings of the Midnapore Police
and the IIT Kharagpur’s claims that
Faizan had died by suicide, the
family had moved Calcutta High
Court.

A second post-mortem exam,
conducted on the high court’s order,
had revealed Faizan had wounds
similar to a gunshot and stabbing in
his neck, which had not been
recorded previously.The press
statement issued by the Assam
chief minister’s office on Tuesday
pointed to the fresh findings.

“There was a gunshot wound
on the upper left side of Ahmed’s
neck and a stab wound on the
right side of his neck,” the CM’s
press department statement in As-
samese said. “After the shocking
findings of the latest forensic re-
port, it is imperative that the per-

petrators of the horrific crime as
well as any other person involved
in concealing the crime are
brought to book.

“This would ensure justice to
the deceased and closure to the
grief-stricken parents,” the state-
ment added.

When the fresh autopsy find-
ings were revealed in court,
Faizan’s mother, Rehana, had told
The Telegraph Online: “From
where do students get guns, swords
and knives inside the campus of a
premier institute like the IIT?”

In the 2006 murder of Tapasi
Malik in Hooghly’s Singur, the then
Bengal government headed by
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee had ini-
tially ordered a CID probe, but later
agreed to a CBI probe as demanded
by then principal Opposition leader
Mamata Banerjee.

In the Rizwanur Rahman
case of 2007, the Calcutta High
Court had ruled the investigation
carried out by the city police as il-
legal and ordered a CBI probe into
the case.

“It is unlikely the state gov-
ernment will agree to a CBI probe.
In that case if the family moves the
court, the court can order a CBI
probe,” said advocate Bikash Ran-
jan Bhattacharya.

Ghange in plan to turn up for daughter's hirthday claims Galcutta man's life in train accident
Kanchanjungha Express passengers ordeal end as train reaches Sealdah eight hours behind schedule

Siliguri, 18 June: A 31-year-old man
had changed his plan to return from
Siliguri to his Kolkata home early to cel-
cbrate his daughter's 11th birthday on
Monday. All preparations had been in
place, but destiny had some other plans
in store.Instead of her father Subhojit
Mali, came the news of his death in the
train accident at Rangapani near New
Jalpaiguri railway station in the northern
part of the state.Mali had spoken to his
daughter over a video call before board-
ing the Kanchanjunga Express when he
had promised her to get a birthday cake
and take the entire family - his elderly
parents, wife and two children - out to
celebrate.

Calling his daughter 'Maa'
(mother), Mali during their last conver-
sation told her daughter Sristi, "I will be
back home at any cost... Do not worry."
Like his other family members, Srishti,
a Class V student at a school in south
Kolkata, is unable to accept that her fa-
ther will never return home alive.

Subhajit, a resident of Jamir Line in
Kolkata's Ballygunge area, had gone to
Siliguri on Friday for some office
work."He was supposed to return after a
few days, but he took the train on Mon-
day because of his daughter's birthday,"

the deceased's cousin Priya Pradhan told
PTL“One of his colleagues, Suryasekhar
Panda, who worked in the same organi-
sation, also went to Siliguri. Yesterday
morning, after the accident, he called
from someone else's phone number at
home and gave the news," she said.

Subhajit, who also has a 1.5-year-
old son, used to frequent the northern
states of the country, as a part of his job,
Pradhan added."He used to take equip-
ment of cars there. He has been in this
job for the last five years... He used to
return home by road, but this time he
took a train as he was in a hurry to come
back because of Sristi's birthday," she
said.Mali's elderly father was incon-
solable.

"I do not know what to say! God
should have taken me instead of my

n... Who will look after his children
now?" he said.He urged Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee to "do something" for
his daughter-in-law.

"I will not take any money from
anyone, but I will request our CM to see
if something can be done for my daugh-
ter-in-law. Maybe she can get a job in
some state government department," he
told PTI.

Local Trinamul Congress council-

lor Sudarshana Mukhopadhyay remem-
bered Subho, as Mali was popularly
called in the locality, as a man with a
friendly demeanour, who risked his life
to help people including COVID-19 pa-
tients during the lockdown period.

"Subho was a cheerful young man
who was always there to help others. He
even bought PPE kits with his own
money and accompanied COVID pa-
tients to hospitals," Mukhopadhyay rec-
ollected.

Mali is one those who lost their
lives after a goods train rammed into the
stationary Sealdah-bound Kanchanjunga

Express near Rangapani, 30 km from the
New Jalpaiguri station in Siliguri, on
Monday morning.

So far, the toll in the accident is 10,
a senior doctor of the North Bengal
Medical College said on Tuesday.The

toll in the train accident in West Bengal's
Darjeeling district rose to 10, an official
said on Tuesday.

While eight bodies were brought to
the state-run North Bengal Medical Col-
lege and Hospital (NBMCH) after the
accident on Monday morning, two per-
sons died during treatment, he said.

Among the deceased was a six-

year-old girl who was admitted to the
hospital in a "critical condition", doctor
Sandip Sengupta, NBMCH's dean of
student affairs, told PTI-Video.

"The girl had fractures in her legs
and a liver-spleen injury. She died while
undergoing treatment," he said.

Thirty-seven people were admitted
to the hospital on Monday following the
accident, he said, adding that two of
them went home after primary treatment.

"Three persons are in the trauma
care unit. They underwent surgery. Few
patients have fractures. Most of them
have superficial injuries. Our challenge
is to send them home in good health. Our
team is working tirelessly," Sengupta
said.A goods train rammed into the sta-
tionary Sealdah-bound Kanchanjunga
Express near Rangapani, 30 km from the
New Jalpaiguri station in Siliguri, on
Monday morning.

The ordeal of the passengers of the
ill-fated Kanchanjunga Express, which
was hit by a goods train near New Jal-
paiguri leaving nine people dead and
several others injured, ended early Tues-
day morning when the undamaged
coaches of the train reached its destina-
tion Sealdah station, an Eastern Railway
official said.

At least four coaches in the rear of
the train were severely damaged in the
collision at Rangapani, about 10 kilome-
tres from New Jalpaiguri station, on a
rain-soaked Monday morning in north
Bengal.

Calcutta Mayor Firhad Hakim,
West Bengal Transport minister Sneha-
sis Chakraborty and Divisional Railway
Manager of Sealdah division Deepak
Nigam were present at the station to en-
sure smooth dispersal of the passengers
and onward movement to their homes,
an official said.

The 13174 Kanchanjunga Express
from Tripura capital Agartala, sched-
uled to reach Sealdah at 7.20 pm on
Monday, arrived at its destination eight
hours behind schedule at 3.16 am, the
ER official said.The hapless passen-
gers, who went through the ordeal and
horror of the accident, were provided
with medical facilities, food and water
at various stations, including Malda
town and also at Sealdah during the
journey, he said.

The state's transport department
provided buses and small vehicles to the
passengers at Sealdah station to ensure
that they reach their homes smoothly, a
state government official said.
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Gong accuses Govt of ‘destroying’ rlys,
seeks Vaishnaw's resignation

New Delhi, 18 June : Accusing
the Union government of "destroy-
ing" Indian Railways, the Con-
gress on Tuesday demanded
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw's resignation in the wake of
the Kanchanjunga Express acci-
dent and said that he has no moral
right to remain in the position.

The Opposition party also
took a swipe at Vaishnaw for
reaching the accident site riding
pillion on a motorcycle, asking
whether he is a rail minister or a
"reel minister". Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said whenever
there is a train accident, Modi gov-
ernment's  Railway  Minister
reaches the spot under the glare of
cameras and behaves as if every-
thing is fine. "Narendra Modi ji,
tell us who should be held ac-
countable, the Railway Minister or
you," the Congress chief asked.
Kharge posed seven questions to
the government and demanded an-
swers. After a major accident like
Balasore, why was not even a sin-
gle kilometer of the much-hyped
"Kavach" anti-train collision sys-
tem added, he asked.

"Why are nearly 3 lakh
posts vacant in the Railways,
why were they not filled in the
last 10 years? According to the
NCRB (2022) report, 1,00,000
people have died in rail accidents
between 2017 and 2021 alone!

Cops involved in
drug trade will be
dismissed, smug-
glers' property at-
tached: Punjah CM

Chandigarh , 18 June: Any po-
lice official found involved in drug
trade would be dismissed from
service and the property of traf-
fickers attached, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann said on
Tuesday while announcing tough
steps to break the "nexus" between
low-rank police officials and
smugglers.Mann also announced
the transfer of police officials at
lower levels on a mass scale across
the state and added that 10,000 po-
lice personnel would be recruited
to strengthen the department. In-
teracting with reporters after a
meeting with the senior superin-
tendents of police (SSPs) here,
Mann said the police department
would see reforms soon. During
the just-concluded Lok Sabha
elections, a huge quantity of drugs
and cash were seized in Punjab,
the Chief Minister said.

"We got clues from where
those came and what their destina-
tions were. We have the details," he
said. Mann said the day the model
code of conduct for the Lok Sabha
polls ended, he called the director
general of police and told him to
take further action against the drug
menace. The Chief Minister said
police officers have been asked to
transform the war against drugs into
amass movement. There have been
allegations that officials have been
working at the same police station
for over 10 years, he said, adding
that somewhere or the other
"favouritism" is going on.Suggest-
ing there was a "nexus" between
lower rank police officials and drug
peddlers, the Chief Minister asked
the state police chief to transfer of-
ficials posted at police stations im-
mediately. "If any police official is
found involved in the sale of drugs,
it will be seen as a sin and strict ac-
tion will be taken. He will be dis-
Later, he will be
questioned to find out how long
this was going on," Mann said. The
Chief Minister further said if any
drug smuggler is caught, then his
property will be attached. "It will be
done within a week of him getting
caught.”

Director General of Police
Gaurav Yadav said more than
10,000 personnel from the consta-
ble level have been transferred. "A
massive administrative reshuffle
was being undertaken," he said.
The Punjab police chief said a sta-
tion house officer (SHO) has the
power to freeze the property of a
drug smuggler under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act. "In the last
two years, we have frozen prop-
erty worth Rs 200 crore in 459
cases," he said.Yadav said direc-
tions have been issued to identify
the point of sale of drugs in "mo-
hallas" and villages. The special
task force and intelligence wing
have prepared a list of 9,000 street-
level peddlers in the state and im-
mediate action will be taken
against them, he said.

missed.

Who will take responsibility for
this," the Congress chief ques-
tioned. The Railway Board itself
has admitted that the long work-
ing hours of loco pilots due to
acute shortage of manpower are
the main reason for the increas-
ing number of accidents, he said
and asked why were the posts not
filled. "In its 323rd report, the
Parliamentary Standing Commit-
tee had criticised the Railways
for the 'neglect' shown by the
Railway Board towards the rec-
ommendations of the Commis-
sion of Railway Safety (CRS). It
was underlined that the CRS in-
vestigates only 8-10 per cent of
accidents, why was the CRS not
strengthened," Kharge asked.
According to the CAG, why
was 75% funding reduced in the
'Rashtriya Rail Suraksha Kosh'
(RRSK), while Rs 20,000 crore

was to be made available every
year, he asked. Why is this money
being used by railway officials on
unnecessary expenses and comfort
facilities, Kharge further asked.
"Why has travelling by train in the
common Sleeper Class become
very expensive? Why has the
number of Sleeper Coaches been
reduced? The Railway Minister re-
cently said to use police force
against the people 'overcrowding'
rail coaches. But does he not know
that 2.7 crore people had to cancel
their tickets last year due to
abysmal shortage of seats -- a di-
rect result of Modi government's
policy to reduce coaches," the
Congress president said.

Did the Modi government
merge the railway budget with the
general budget in 2017-18 to avoid
any kind of accountability, he
questioned. "Self-glorification will

not undo the criminal negligence
perpetrated by the Modi govern-
ment on the Indian Railways! Ac-
countability needs to be fixed at
the top," Kharge said in his post on
X. Addressing a press conference
at the AICC headquarters here,
Congress spokesperson Supriya
Shrinate said the Railways is per-
haps the most preferred mode of
transport as far as the middle class,
lower middle class and the poor
are concerned simply because it is
the most economical means of
transportation. She showed pic-
tures of the Balasore train accident
last June and of Monday's acci-
dent, and asked what had changed
between this period.

Shrinate said that as many as
1,117 railway accidents had taken
place since 2014-23, which means
an accident every three days.
These accidents have resulted in
loss of life and property, she
added. "Who is going to take the
moral responsibility for this? We
have seen the railway ministers in
the past own up moral responsibil-
ity and resign from their position
of power. But here we have a min-
ister who does not miss an oppor-
tunity even in the time of plight
and tragedy to make reels. He is
not the rail minister, he is the reels
minister of India," Shrinate said.
"Even when he (Vaishnaw) went
to Darjeeling and went to the acci-

dent site, he rode pillion on the
bike without a helmet so that he is
better captured in the video. Is that
what's your priority," Shrinate
asked.

The Congress leadersaid the
"Kavach protection" that the gov-
ernment had touted had failed the
country. "What explains the
3,12,000 vacancies in the Indian
railways. What explains the 21 per
cent vacant positions for loco pi-
lots," she asked. On whether the
Congress demands Vaishnaw's res-
ignation, Shrinate said: "Without a
doubt. A government that is sensi-
tive and accountable will fix ac-
countability for every minister and
every department. What explains
1,117 rail accidents in nine years
from 2014 to 2023. Who is ac-
countable for that?"

"What did Ashwini Vaishnaw
do to not just modernise but make
the railways secure from June last
year in Balasore to June this year?
Unless you will not fix responsi-
bility, unless you will not fix ac-
countability, how should people
trust governance, how should peo-
ple know they will be safe while
travelling in railways," Shrinate
said. "Absolutely, without a doubt,
without blinking an eyelid, Ash-
wini Vaishnaw has no moral au-
thority to remain in the position
that he continues to enjoy," she
said.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath meeting with Member of Parliament from
Bareilly Lok Sabha constituency Chhatrapal Singh Gangwar, in Lucknow on Tuesday.

US, India must remain at fore-
front of technology: NSA Doval

New Delhi, 18 June: India and the US must remain
at the forefront of developing critical technologies as
part of a larger strategic interest, National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval said on Tuesday in presence of
his American counterpart Jake Sullivan.

Doval's comments came a day after he and Sul-

tance of the semiconductor industry.

In his address, Sullivan noted three important
buckets for technology partnerships, the first being
innovation, the second as production, and the third
being deployment. The top Biden administration of-
ficial highlighted the importance of innovation and

Renukaswamy murder case: Police toing a good job,
no need for CBI prohe, says Karnataka Home Minister

Chitradurga, 18 June: Karnataka Home Min-
ister G Parameshwara on Tuesday said there
was no need to hand over the Renukaswamy
murder case to the CBI as the police were doing
a good job in their investigation without suc-
cumbing to any pressure.

Parameshwara and a State BJP delegation
led by its President B'Y Vijayendra met the par-
ents and wife of Renukaswamy, whose body
was found in Bengaluru on June nine, sepa-
rately and consoled them. Bengaluru Police
Commissioner B Dayananda indicated that
Renukaswamy was murdered in a "horrific,
brutal and barbaric" manner. Speaking to re-
porters here, Parameshwara said 17 people, in-
cluding Kannada actor Darshan and his friend
Pavithra Gowda, have been arrested in connec-
tion with the case. According to police sources,
Renukaswamy, a fan of Darshan, had allegedly
sent some obscene messages to Gowda on so-
cial media, which infuriated the 47-year-old
actor. “I came here to console the family. This
is a painful incident not only for the family but
also for all of us. So far, 17 people have been
arrested. They are being interrogated thor-
oughly,” Parameshwara said.

“Our policemen have done a good job.
They did not succumb to any pressure while
doing their job. Hence, there is no need to hand
over the case to the CBI,” the Minister said in
response to a question on the possibility of
handing it over to the premier investigation

Priyanka's
going to be a

Thiruvananthapuram , 18 June: Priyanka
Gandhi's presence in the Lok Sabha would
strengthen the Opposition benches and
Wayanad would have a very strong person to
represent them in Parliament, Congress MP
from Thiruvananthapuram Shashi Tharoor said
on Tuesday.

Tharoor, speaking to news agency PTI on
the sidelines of his 'thanksgiving' campaign in
Neyyattinkara Assembly constituency, said
Priyanka has been a very effective orator during
the election campaigns and he was happy that
she decided to enter electoral politics from Ker-
ala. "I think Rahulji absolutely had to keep Rae
Bareli, it is a very important signal to the people
of Uttar Pradesh and of North India in general.
"At the same time, he did not want to feel that
he was abandoning the people of Wayanad and
it is better to entrust it to his own sister. So I
think it is a wonderful decision," Tharoor said

agency. He said Renukaswamy’s family mem-
bers have demanded justice and a Government
job. The victim got married only a year ago and
his wife is pregnant. "I will discuss with the
Chief Minister (Siddaramaiah) (regarding de-
mand for job)," Parameshwara said. Earlier, the
BJP delegation urged the government to pro-
vide compensation to Renukaswamy's family
and a government job to his wife. They sought

a fair probe into his murder and demanded that
the guilty be punished. From the party Rs two
lakh was given to the family of Renukaswamy.
"Renukaswamy's murder is inhuman and no
one in the civilised society can support it.
Everyone has to condemn this incident in the
strongest terms. This heinous murder is being
discussed not only in the state but nationally.
Looking at his parents and wife, it hurts and we
are unable to understand how to console them
and instill courage in them," Vijayendra said.

Speaking to reporters here after meeting
the family members, he urged the state govern-
ment and the Chief Minister to instill courage
in the family, give compensation and a govern-
ment job to Renukaswamy's wife. "Investiga-
tion is going on, it is known to everyone as to
who all are involved, but the investigation has
to be done properly, without budging under any
pressure. The investigation has to happen with-
out losing track, and the guilty and the murder-
ers should be punished," he added. Addressing
a press conference in Bengaluru, Dayananda
said: "It is a heinous crime committed in a hor-
rific manner and we have to ensure that the ac-
cused in the case are punished and we have to
deliver justice to the victim's family and our of-
ficers and staft are working in this direction."

"With regard to the investigation of the
murder case (Renukaswamy murder) registered
in Kamakshipalya police station, wherein an in-
dividual has been killed in a very brutal and
barbaric way, so far the police have arrested 17
persons and all the 17 persons have been taken
into police custody and their interrogation is
being done," he said. Meanwhile, as part of the
ongoing probe into the case, police took ac-
cused Nagaraj and Lakshman to a hotel in the
district headquarters town of Mysuru, from
where Darshan was picked up on June 11, for
sport inspection. According to sources, police
gathered information and also CCTV camera
footage from the hotel.

presence in Parliament is

as he travelled through the constituency in an
open vehicle, thanking the voters.

The Congress MP said the same was his
preference for the last few weeks, when it was
clear that Rahul had to choose one or the other.
"I certainly can mention that this was my own
preference for some weeks now when it be-
came clear that he had to choose one or the
other and I thought it was the right choice and
I applaud it wholeheartedly," Tharoor said. He
said Priyanka could have been a wonderful
candidate in Varanasi as well, especially look-
ing at how good the Congress candidate did
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi. "I
think right now, by winning in Wayanad,
which she should do comfortably I believe, she
is going to bring a very strong voice to the Par-
liament. We have all seen her speaking during
the election campaign. She is one of the most
impressive speakers and campaigners we have

huge asset to Cong: Tharoor

got and to have her in the Lok Sabha would be
a huge asset to the party," Tharoor said.

The Congress MP said it is unfortunate to
single out one family and accuse them of "pari-
varvaad', when this system is ingrained in our
culture. He said according to reports, 15 BJP
MPs are from political families and it would be
an underestimation as many more would be
coming from political families. "In our culture,
dentists want their children to be dentists, artists
want their children to be artists and it is there
in politics as well," Tharoor said. Replying to a
question on whether he had given a complaint
to AICC, expressing his disappointment over
how the Thiruvananthapuram district Congress
leaders performed during his election cam-
paign, Tharoor denied it. "No...no. I have not
complained to anyone. We all have done our
part, the party workers did their part and we
have a victory to speak about," Tharoor said.

livan unveiled a raft of transformative initiatives to
deepen India-US cooperation in areas of artificial in-
telligence, semiconductor, critical minerals, advanced
telecommunication and defence space. "The US and
India have got to remain at the forefront of technol-
ogy in case we need to protect and defend our value
systems and it is part of a larger strategic interest,"
Doval said. The National Security Advisor (NSA)
was addressing the iCET (India-US initiative on Crit-
ical and Emerging Technology) industry roundtable
hosted by Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). The
iCET was launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Joe Biden in May 2022 with
an aim to forge greater collaboration between India
and the US in areas of critical technologies. In his re-
marks, Doval highlighted the role of industry in tech-
nology and the progress of iCET since its inception,
according to a CII statement. "iCET has achieved
more than we could imagine," Doval said, highlight-
ing the progress made across the defence innovation
roadmap and startups, and emphasised the impor-

emphasised the need for government support for the
private sector. There exists bipartisan support for In-
dian industry in the US, he said adding that building
the ecosystem and supply chain is the key to produc-
tion. Sullivan said that the core of iCET is about the
idea of India and US being able to support each other
and to encourage greater collaboration in the tech-
nology ecosystem, jointly innovate and find solu-
tions to challenges. Both the NSAs assured the
industry that they welcome industry highlighting
specific issues and due diligence will be done to re-
solve any barriers which hold back deeper and closer
India US ties. The Initiative for iCET represents a
landmark agreement between the two countries on
emerging technologies such as Al, semiconductors,
biotech, and defense innovation. Chandrajit Baner-
jee, the director general of CII, stated that under
iCET India and US are working on sectors such as
Al biotech, critical materials and minerals, semicon-
ductors among others to help enable deeper engage-
ment between the two nations.

Kochi, 18 June: Over 300 people,
including children, living in an
apartment complex in Kakkanad
near here sought treatment for
food poisoning in the last couple
of days, prompting municipal and
health authorities to inspect the
water sources used by the resi-
dents of the flats.

Kerala Health Minister
Veena George on Tuesday said
that she was informed a day ago
by some residents of the apart-
ment complex in Thrikkakara mu-
nicipality that over the last few
days, several hundred people have
fallen sick there. "I immediately
ordered an inspection of the area
by health officials and a medical
team from Ernakulam visited the
apartment complex and examined
all their water sources. They also
spoke to residents and took a list
of the people who fell sick and
sought treatment in private hospi-
tals," she said.

The minister said that it ap-
pears to be a serious issue as there
have been instances of water con-
tamination in the recent past in the
city and thousands of families are
living in the apartment complex.
The Directorate of Health Serv-
ices has been asked to take steps
in accordance with the public
health protection laws, she said.

"Though flat residents told me
that over 700 people fell ill, as per
official reports received from the
health department, around 340
people sought treatment and five
are hospitalised presently," the
minister said.She also said the

people sought treatment in differ-
ent private hospitals and therefore,
the cases were not reported.
"However, those taking care
of the day-to-day running of the
apartment complex had the re-
sponsibility of informing the
health authorities about the issue.
Therefore, there has been a viola-
tion of the norms and the officials
have been asked to take appropri-
ate action against that as well,"
George said. The municipal au-
thorities said the results of one
round of tests of the water sam-
ples taken from the complex on
Monday were not available yet,

the apartments' association
claimed that water contamination
may not be the reason for the food
poisoning cases.

A member of the association
told reporters on Tuesday that
hundreds of families order food

from outside or go out to eat, use
public facilities and therefore,
could have picked up the infection
from somewhere else. At the same
time, he also said that all water
sources in the apartment complex
were being tested, water tankers
were being used to meet the resi-
dents' needs and the testing will
continue till it is clear that there is
no contamination.

"Whatever has happened,
has been rectified. There is no
need to panic. I would request all
of you (media) to help us by re-
ducing the level of anxiety that is
there," he further said.

PM to lead yoga day celebrations from Srinagar on June 21

New Delhi, 18 June: The main Interna-
tional Day of Yoga celebrations this year
will be held at the Sher-i-Kashmir Inter-
national Conference Centre (SKICC) in
Srinagar on June 21 with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi leading the event there,
AYUSH Minister Prataprao Jadhav said
on Tuesday.

Jadhav, the Minister of State for
Ayush (independent charge), said this
year's theme 'Yoga for Self and Society'
highlights yoga's dual role in fostering
individual and societal wellbeing. It un-
derlines promoting connection between
the inner-self and the outer world going
beyond one's own wellbeing, Jadhav
said. "Yoga nurtures physical, mental,
and spiritual growth while promoting
societal harmony. The enthusiastic par-
ticipation of millions in recent years re-
flects the profound impact of yoga on
communities," the Minister said. He

also announced that PM has written to
each gram pradhan, encouraging grass-
roots participation and the spread of
yoga in rural areas. Jadhav launched a
'Common Yoga Protocol Book in
Braille' script to support visually im-
paired people to learn and practice yoga
with convenience.

The Minister also launched Profes-
sor Ayushman comic on yoga. This book
will help children to learn and practice
yoga with interest and entertainment.
The United Nations General Assembly,
heeding to a call by Prime Minister
Modi, had made a declaration in Decem-
ber 2014 to observe June 21 every year
as IDY. The IDY resolution of the
United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) in December 2014 came at the
initiative of the PM Modi and was
passed unanimously. Since 2015, the
IDY has evolved into a mass movement

around the world, Jadhav said. Ayush
secretary Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha said
that IDY is not only a celebration but
also a concerted effort to bring about a
behavioural change so that people adopt
yoga in their lives so that they can get
the benefits of yoga.

The Minister further highlighted
the 'Whole of Government' approach to
the IDY celebrations, emphasising the
coordinated efforts across various gov-
ernment departments and the active par-
ticipation of state governments to ensure
an inclusive and widespread observance

each year. Along with state govern-
ments, union territories are actively par-
ticipating in the IDY 2024. The National
Ayush Mission team across the nation is
also actively engaged in organising IDY
events, he said. This year, the IDY will
witness several events including the
'Yoga for Space'. With support of Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO), a
unique initiative called '"Yoga for Space'
is being organised wherein all ISRO sci-
entists/officers will perform Common
Yoga Protocol (CYP) on IDY.

The Gaganyaan project team will
also be participating in IDY 2024. The
Ayush Ministry has already launched a
video contest through MyGov Portal
and MyBharat portal to raise awareness
about yoga and to inspire people to pre-
pare for and become active participants
in the observation of IDY 2024. Fami-
lies have to record up to one-minute har-

monious yoga demonstration short
video as a part of the contest. To pro-
mote technology and start-ups in the
field of yoga, the ministry has organised
Yoga Tech Challenge on MyGov portal
and MyBharat portal which aims to
identify and promote those start-ups or
individuals who have developed yoga
related tools.

Last year, the global celebration of
IDY was led by Modi at the United Na-
tions headquarters in New York, USA,
while the national celebration was led by
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar at Ja-
balpur in Madhya Pradesh. The IDY cel-
ebration is done by a harmonious 45
minutes yoga demonstration called
Common Yoga Protocol (CYP). Videos
of CYP demonstrations are available on
YouTube in 22 Indian languages, six UN
languages and nine other foreign lan-
guages.




8 SPORTS INFO

Declaration No. 16/2023 Dated 24.4.2023

Kolkata | 19 June,2024 (@0 Excriaxce

Figmrhonce Geb Stsrdasd o Jesmalion, ——————

India's Greatest
Bowling Attack?
Former India
Cricketer

Has His Say

New Delhi, 18 June: India's all-
round performance in the ongoing
T20 World Cup is earning them
praise from all quarters with for-
mer India spinner Piyush Chawla
calling the current bowling line-up
"one of all-time great" as they pre-
pare for the Super Eight challenge.
Chawla asserted that India's bowl-
ing attack has transformed in re-
cent years to become top-notch in
the world. The veteran bowler
credited the pace quartet of Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj, Ar-
shdeep Singh and Hardik Pandya
along with spinners Kuldeep
Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal and
Axar Patel for making it a great
bowling unit.

Indian bowlers have stepped
up to the occasion in the T20
World Cup so far in the low-scor-
ing encounters including the mega
clash against Pakistan. "Over the
past few years, India's bowling at-
tack has truly transformed. We
now have one of the most com-
plete and formidable bowling
units in the world that has pro-
vided balance to the side allowing
the batsmen with more freedom to
play their natural game. In the
game against Pakistan, our batting
collapsed and it was our bowlers
who got them over the line.

"There have been many such
occasions where our bowlers
stepped up and contributed more
than our batters. With the lethal
pace quad of Jasprit Bumrah, Mo-
hammad Siraj, Hardik Pandya,
Arshdeep Singh and top-notch
spinners like Kuldeep Yadav,
Yuzvendra Chahal and Axar Patel
this is surely one of all time great
bowling attack of India." said
Chawla on the ‘Caught & Bold'
show on Disney Hotstar. With
three wins and a washout against
Canada, India topped Group A
with seven points and will face
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
Australia in the Super Eight. In
their first Super Eight clash, Men
in Blue will take on Afghanistan
in Barbados on Thursday, June 20.

Mitchell Starc
Criticises T20
World Cup
Schedule
Structure, Says
"Questions
Need To Be.."

New York, 18 June: The T20
World Cup 2024 is headed towards
its knockout stage and all eight
teams have been confirmed for the
Super 8 stage. Australia topped
Group B with four wins out of four
matches but they were still seeded
'B2" when it comes to the Super 8
due to the tournament's pre-seed-
ing. The Super 8 opponents are
somewhat pre-decided in the T20
World Cup 2024 due to the seed-
ings and as a result, the standings
after the league stage has no bear-
ing on the fixtures. That is why
Australia were 'B2' despite finish-
ing top in their group. Australia fast
bowler Mitchell Starc was not
pleased with the pre-seeding in the
competition and he expressed his
frustration at the structure while
saying that he is "not a fan". “I
think there's a question to be asked
about pre-seeding. I'm not sure I'm
a fan of that,” Starc said in a press
conference following Australia's
win against Scotland in their final
group match. Due to the fact that
the seeding system will determine
Super 8 fixtures, it is possible that
as many as three group winners
can end up in the same Super 8
pool.

Gautam Gambhir's 'Demands' To BGGI For Becoming India Coach - Report

New Delhi, 18 June: After several reports
claimed that Gautam Gambhir, a World Cup-
winning Indian cricket team great, had all but
sealed the post for the next coach of Rohit
Sharma and Co. a new report is saying other-
wise. Another candidate has emerged, who has
been interviewed by the BCCI too on Tuesday.
Gambhir, known to a straight talker, had his first
round of interview with the BCCI's Cricket Ad-
visory Committee (CAC) on Tuesday and is the
front-runner to bag the top job. But he is yet to
be officially named the India coach. If he is ap-
pointed, he will succeed legend Rahul Dravid at
the helm. The tenure of the next Indian cricket
team coach starts from July 1, 2024 and will run
until December 31, 2027.<

Former India cricketer Gautam Gambhir is
set to appear for an interview for the men's
cricket team head coach position in Mumbai
with BCCI secretary Jay Shah and other offi-
cials, say sources. "Gauti (Gautam Gambhir)
will be travelling today to Mumbai around 12
pm for the interview at BCCI Headquarters. It
is almost confirmed that he is going to be the
next head coach as the BCCI has agreed to the
terms he presented for the head coach. The new
head coach of the men's cricket team will soon
be revealed. The meeting is scheduled between
2-4 pm,” source privy to BCCI told IANS.

Gambhir put up a few demands in front of
the BCCI for the head coach position such as
full command on the team, separate teams for
white-ball and red-ball, which TANS under-

Match Fixing At T20 World Cup? Player
nnnrnaclled Mvstermuslv, ICC Does This

use of inside information and failing to co-operate
with an investigation. Uganda ended their T20 World
Cup campaign with a memorable win over Papua
New Guinea and losses to Afghanistan, New Zealand
and the West Indies in Trinidad on Friday. Uganda,
first-timers in the competition alongside Canada and
co-hosts USA, played three of their four league games
in Guyana. "Players are approached all the time, more
so from smaller nations. In bigger events like T20
World Cup, there is more scrutiny and if an approach
is conveyed to the ICC ACU, then due protocol is fol-
lowed and a proper investigation is conducted," said
another source. With effect from June 1, the ICC
tweaked its anti-corruption code to empower the gov-
erning body and its member boards to "to proactively
and thoroughly investigate incidents of corruption in
the ongoing effort to protect the integrity of the
game." "The anti-corruption code covers all cricket
(whether international or domestic) played under the
auspices of the ICC and its Members and applies to
all Participants; player, coach, trainer, manager, selec-
tor, team owner or official, doctor, physiotherapist,
match referee, pitch curator, player agent, umpires, as

New York, 18 June: The spectre of corruption in
cricket continues to challenge the game's administra-
tors but one potential approach from a former Kenya
international to a Uganda player in the ongoing T20
World Cup was dealt swiftly by the sleuths of ICC's
anti-corruption unit. PTT has learned that the incident
took place during the league stage matches in Guyana
where a former Kenya pacer tried to contact a Ugan-
dan team member multiple times from different num-
bers. Following ICC's strict anti-corruption protocol,
the Ugandan player reported the approach to the ACU
officials on site.The development prompted the offi-
cials to raise a red flag against the former Kenya
player by informing all the associate teams about
him. "It is not a surprise that this person targeted a
player from the Ugandan national team. Associate na-
tions, as compared to the big teams, are soft targets
for corruption but in this case the player who was ap-
proached did the needful by informing the ICC at the

earliest," a source told PTIL.

Failure to report a corrupt approach is an offence

stands that the BCCI has already accepted and
is keen to appoint him for the role. The BCCI
officially invited applications for the India head
coach's post with May 27 set as the deadline.

As per the job description, the new India
men's head coach would be for all three formats
from July 2024 till December 2027. Dravid's
original contract as India's head coach began
after the 2021 T20 World Cup in November and
had come to an end with the 2023 ODI World
Cup at home and was extended till this year's
T20I spectacle.During a recent event, Gambhir
suggested that, "there is no bigger honour than
coaching the national team".

"I would love to coach the Indian team.
There is no bigger honour than coaching your
national team. You are representing 140 crore
Indians and those across the globe as well," the
42-year-old had said. Gambhir was part of
India's T20 World Cup winning team in 2007

well as ICC and NCF Officials.

Participants are bound by the Code for 2 years
after they have last participated in any form of official
cricket. "The maximum possible sanction for the
most serious breaches of the Anti-Corruption Code is
a life ban from all involvement in the game. In some
countries, there is also the possibility of criminal
sanctions," reads an extract from ICC anti-corruption
code for participants.All the international players are

and the 2011 ODI World Cup side.

"Neither I nor the BCCI have approached
any former Australian cricketer with a coaching
offer. The reports circulating in certain media
sections are completely incorrect. Finding the
right coach for our national team is a meticulous
and thorough process. We are focused on iden-
tifying individuals who possess a deep under-
standing of the Indian cricket structure and have
risen through the ranks. It's crucial that our
coach has an in-depth knowledge of our domes-
tic cricket framework to truly elevate Team
India to the next level," Shah had said.

Some more interesting updates are coming.
If the news18 report is true, then an overseas
will also be interviewed for the Indian cricket
coach's post on Wednesday. However, BCCI
secretary Jay Shah had clearly mentioned that
the next India head coach will be someone, who
understands Indian cricket from the grassroot
level. The report further stated that WV Raman's
presentation was very thorough and liked by the
CAC. “Gambhir had a virtual interview but
Raman’s presentation was very impressive and
detailed.

The CAC is likely to interview an overseas
candidate tomorrow. Gambhir has the edge but
Raman’s presentation was very thorough,” the
report quoted a BCCI official. Gautam Gambhir
is known as someone who is not afraid of calling
a spade, 'a spade'. He has time and again said
that in his team there is no 'senior or junior'.
Everyone is treated equally.

From 'Maggi Man'
To Hitman: Rohit
Sharma's Tough
Transformation
Journey Revealed

New York, 18 June: It has been a
tough journey for Indian cricket
team Rohit Sharma when it comes
to his international career. The star
batter made waves with his per-
formances in the domestic circuit
and was even part of the India
squad that won the T20 World
Cup 2007 title. However, his per-
formances dipped over time and
he was ultimately dropped for the
2011 ODI World Cup. That was a
major setback for Rohit but he
worked hard and established him-
self as one of the premier batters
in the world right now. One of the
biggest challenges for Rohit was
to work on his fitness as he was
often criticised for his weight. In
a recent interaction, Kolkata
Knight Riders assistant coach Ab-
hishek Nayar revealed what moti-
vated Rohit to work on his fitness
and completely turn around his
career.

"When Rohit was not picked
for the 2011 World Cup, I always
told him 'let's work hard'. Because
he had gained a bit of weight at
that time. A visual, an ad was

Patrick Pentz (Bottom) of Austria makes a save during the UEFA Euro 2024 Group D match be-
tween Austria and France in Dusseldorf, Germany.

Ons Jabeur ‘Avoids Risk'
Missing Paris Olympics

Paris, 18 June: Three-time Grand
Slam runner up Ons Jabeur said
on Monday she will sit out this
summer's Paris Olympics to avoid

further injury to her knee.
Tunisian Jabeur, 29, will miss the
Games, between July 27-August
4. The competition being played
Roland-Garros, meaning a switch
back to clay immediately after the
grass season and before the hard-
court run up to the U.S. Open.
Last year Jabeur underwent sur-
gery on her right knee. Jabeur
reached the final at Wimbledon in
2022 and 2023 and at the US
Open in 2022.

"After consulting with my
medical team regarding attending

to the Olympics in Paris, we have
decided that the quick change of
surface and the body's adaptation
required would put my knee at
risk and jeapordize the rest of my
season," Jabeur said on her social
media accounts.

"Unfortunately I will not be
able to participate in the 2024
Olympics," she added.She com-
peted at the Olympics in London
in 2012, in Rio in 2016 and in
Tokyo five years later. Wimbledon
starts on July 1 with the US Open
beginning on August 26. Earlier in
the day, world number three
Aryna Sabalenka said she would
also miss the Olympics to protect
her fitness.

"Leaving Out Top Quality Is Diffi-
cult": Stephen Fleming On India's
Decision To Drop Star Batter

New York, 18 June: Former New Zealand cricketer Stephen Fleming
opened up on Team India leaving Yashasvi Jaiswal on the bench in the

under the ICC's anti-corruption code. The other of-
fences include match-fixing, betting on the game, mis-

regularly briefed about a potential threat and are well-
versed with the anti-corruption code.

Smriti Mandhana Rises To Third Spot
In Women s 0DI Batting Rankings

New Delhi, 18 June: India vice-
captain Smriti Mandhana jumped
two places to move to the third
spot on the ICC Women's ODI
batting rankings released here on
Tuesday. The India left-handed
opener struck a match-winning
117, her maiden century at home,

to lead India's 143-run win over
South Africa in a three-match se-
ries.

Mandhana, who has 715
points is behind Sri Lanka's
Chamari Athapaththu, who lost
her number one ranking to Eng-
land's Natalie Sciver-Brunt. The

Romania Sink Error-P

English all-rounder regained her
number one spot by scoring a su-
perb 124 not out against Pakistan
last month.

Senior
Deepti Sharma climbed up three
spots to 20th, while Pooja Vas-
trakar was up by three places to
38th. Vastarkar was the big mover
up the ODI charts for all-rounders,
with the 24-year-old gaining four
places to improve to 18th.

South Africa veteran Ma-
rizanne Kapp remains the No.l
ranked ODI all-rounder.In the
ODI bowling list, Deepti gained
one place to move to fourth after
tidy figures of 2/10 in the series
opener. England spinner Sophie
Ecclestone maintained a healthy
lead at the top of the rankings for
ODI bowlers.

India all-rounder

aired, which showed Rohit and
Yuvraj [Singh] standing, and there
was a circle marked around
Rohit's tummy with an arrow
pointing towards it. I will never
forget it. We were at home, watch-
ing TV. And looking at that visual,
Rohit said I have to change this
(perception)," Nayar told YouTu-
ber and podcaster Ranveer Alla-
habadia on his show TRS Clips.
"A few days later, the World Cup
team was announced, but he was-
n't part of the squad. At that point,
Rohit Sharma became the Hitman.
Because everything changed — his
approach and how he wanted to
go about his career.

He was the first guy, and that
was my first journey with some-
one who transitioned into a suc-
cessful cricketer and changed a lot
of opinions," added Nayar. "Peo-
ple used to say a lot of things
about him. Two-minute Maggi-
man and stuff like that. There
were a lot of things said about
Rohit Sharma. That changed
everything.

ongoing T20 World Cup 2024, and said that the Men in Blue had to make
a hard call while making such a decision. Jaiswal is yet to make his debut
in the ongoing T20 World Cup 2024 as the Men in Blue team management
decided to go with Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli opening for the team.
The 22-year-old made his T20I debut in 2023 against West Indies, follow-
ing that he scored 502 runs after playing in 17 matches and 16 innings. In
the Indian Premier League (IPL) 2024, Jaiswal scored 435 runs after play-
ing 15 matches for the Rajasthan Royals (RR). Speaking exclusively to
the 'ESPNCricinfo Timeout show', Fleming said that leaving out 'top qual-
ity' players is always difficult for a team. He also showered praise on the
Men in Blue and said that they have spinners who can dominate in the
West Indies. "They had to make some hard calls. While Jaiswal was a
great player, having a plan and you stay to it when you've got great players
sitting on the sidelines is always very difficult because it's tempting to
keep looking where the grass is greener, but I like the job they've done,
they've got through. This is a team that in some ways is picked for the fi-
nals in my view, it's a team that has spinners that can dominate, it has play-
ers that can dominate spin and we've seen spin in the West Indies play
quite a big part, not so much in New York," Fleming was quoted by ESP-
Ncricinfo as saying. India will be aiming to do well against Afghanistan
(June 20), Bangladesh (June 22) and Australia (24) and register big wins
in order to qualify for the semifinals and end India's drought for an ICC
trophy since 2013's Champions Trophy and also win their first T20 WC
since 2007's inaugural edition in South Africa.The Men in Blue have dis-
played a stupendous performance in the group stage of the marquee event
and finished at the top of the Group A table with seven points. Squad:
Rohit Sharma (C), Hardik Pandya, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Virat Kohli, Suryaku-
mar Yadav, Rishabh Pant, Sanju Samson, Shivam Dube, Ravindra Jadeja,
Axar Patel, Kuldeep Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep Singh, Jasprit

At Euros

Berlin, 18 June: Romania won at
a major international tournament
for the first time in 24 years on
Monday as they beat Ukraine 3-0
at Euro 2024, helped by two errors
from goalkeeper Andriy Lunin.
Captain Nicolae Stanciu's magnif-
icent long-range strike gave Ro-
mania, backed by the vast
majority of the Munich crowd, a
first-half lead in their Group E
opener.

Razvan Marin's shot from
distance then skipped under Lunin
as Romania turned the screw with
two more goals before the hour,
Denis Dragus tapping home the
third. It was a disastrous start to
the campaign for Ukraine, who
must quickly regroup with games

to follow against Slovakia and
Belgium.

Ukraine players emerged
onto the pitch with Ukrainian
flags draped over their shoulders
in the country's first game at a
major tournament since the Russ-
February
2022.They missed out on qualify-
ing for the World Cup two years
ago but secured a fourth succes-
sive appearance at the Euros, de-
spite the backdrop of the largest
European conflict since World
War I1.

Three years ago Ukraine
reached the quarter-finals under
Andriy Shevchenko. But a lot has
changed since for a country rav-
aged by war, with his former

ian  invasion in

striker partner Serhiy Rebrov now
in charge.Rebrov confided that
simply taking part in Germany,
where more than a million
Ukrainians have found refuge, is
an important step for the nation.

He said he had received
countless messages from people
back home, including those fight-
ing on the front line, and that it
was up to his team to "show the
spirit" of Ukraine in troubled
times.Romania advanced through
qualifying unbeaten but had not
won in four games this year ahead
of their return to the big stage after
missing out on Euro 2020.

Their last and only previous
win at the tournament came when
they reached the quarter-finals of

Euro 2000. Ukraine probed early
on a warm afternoon at the Allianz
Arena without success and paid
the price for inviting pressure on
themselves that led to a misplaced
clearance from Lunin.

The Real Madrid stopper
played the ball straight to Dennis
Man, who slid a pass across for
Stanciu to rifle a sensational 20-
yard strike into the top corner.

Lunin was immediately con-
soled by Oleksandr Zinchenko,
but he was nearly beaten again
minutes later by Stanciu, this time
directly from a corner.After a de-
flected Man effort fizzed just
wide, Stanciu's inswinging corner
glanced off the bar with the
backpedalling Ukraine 'keeper

flapping at thin air.

Worse was to come for Lunin
as following a swift Romanian
counter-attack, Marin fired a crisp
low strike from 25 yards that ap-
peared to deceive him for pace
eight minutes into the second half.

Dragus effectively wrapped
up the victory shortly after when
he prodded in as Man knocked the
ball across the six-yard box fol-
lowing a well-worked short cor-
ner.

Romania goalkeeper Florin
Nita saved well from Georgiy Su-
dakov late on before substitute
Roman Yaremchuk's lob grazed
the bar on its way over, encapsu-
lating what was a day to forget for
Ukraine.

France Need
Own Goal To

Edge Austria
In Euro

2024 Opener

Berlin, 18 June: Maximilian Woe-
ber's own goal was enough to give
France a winning start to their Euro
2024 campaign on Monday as they
edged Austria 1-0 in their opening
game but Kylian Mbappe came off
late on with a bloodied nose.

Woeber diverted Mbappe's
cutback into his own net seven
minutes before half-time in Dues-
seldorf to allow the French, one of
the leading contenders to win the
tournament, to come through a stiff
test. Austria have been much-im-
proved under Ralf Rangnick and
their pressing game often made life
uncomfortable for the 2022 World
Cup runners-up, who saw Mbappe
leave the field near the end after
being hurt in a collision. He had
earlier failed to convert a glorious
chance that would have allowed
France to win by a wider margin.

While Les Bleus were not at
their best, they will be relieved to
have emerged victorious from the
game after a build-up overshad-
owed by talk of politics rather than
football.

Mbappe and other French
players had spent much of their
time before the media in recent
days answering questions about up-
coming elections in the country
which could see the far-right Na-
tional Rally become the biggest
party.

Any slip-up here would have
led to suggestions their minds had
not been fully focused on the com-
petition, as France aim to become
European champions for the third
time, and first since 2000.

Instead, the result leaves Di-
dier Deschamps' team level on
three points in Group D with the
Netherlands, who defeated Poland
2-1 in Hamburg on Sunday.France
and the Netherlands meet next in
Leipzig on Friday, while Austria
face Poland earlier the same day in
Berlin.

Austria had enjoyed some im-
pressive results coming into the
tournament on a seven-game un-
beaten run and their team is on fa-
miliar ground during these Euros --
their coach Rangnick is from Ger-
many and eight of their starting
line-up played in the German Bun-
desliga last season.The French,
however, are arguably the most tal-
ented team at the tournament, led
by their captain Mbappe.He en-
dured a miserable time at his only
previous Euros three years ago,
failing to score and missing the de-
cisive penalty in a shoot-out defeat
by Switzerland in the last 16.The
new Real Madrid signing will won-
der how he did not score in this
game, with his first big opportunity
arriving inside eight minutes.

Antoine Griezmann and Theo
Hernandez combined to release
Mbappe, who cut in from the left as
he loves to do and shaped to curl a
shot into the far corner before in-
stead aiming for the near post. How-
ever, Austria goalkeeper Patrick
Pentz was able to make the save.
The Austrians settled into the con-
test and passed up a wonderful
chance of their own to go ahead on
36 minutes.

Skipper Marcel —Sabitzer
touched down a Michael Gre-
goritsch cross from the left for
Christoph Baumgartner, but he was
foiled by goalkeeper Mike Maig-
nan.That proved crucial as France
went ahead two minutes later. Ous-
mane Dembele gave the ball to
Mbappe on the right, and he pro-
duced a stepover to get to the byline
before his cutback was nodded into
the far corner of his own net by the
unfortunate Woeber.
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